FRANK FARINA: Australia’s World Cup Manager. 
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By John Economos 


USTRALIA’s Manager Frank 

Farina, yesterday exhibited rock- 

solid faith towards his first team 
line-up that recently bravely battled to 
hold the current World and Euro 
Champions France, to a 1-1 draw at the 
M.C.G. 

Unmoved in Melbourne yesterday during 
lunchtime, Farina released to the Media his 
unchanged line-up for tonight's crucial com- 
bat at the M.C.G., against Uruguay in the 
first leg of our last World Cup Qualifiers. 

Some media speculation in recent days 
suggested that Farina could be tempted to 
drop mobile left midfielder Stan Lazaridis 
that would enable him to drag back striker 
Harry Kewell into that area. 

Tt was pondered that had Farina elected to 
do this, he would then automatically have 
upgraded striker John Aloisi into the 


Australian firing line to link up with giant 
marksman, Mark Viduka. 

But Farina steadfastly refused to embark 
on any form of experimental selections. 

The 37 year old national manager 
appeared to have adopted the attitude, “if it’s 
not broke, don’t fix it”. 

For most members of our Australian 
team, they’ve already achieved, and tasted, 
both fame and fortune on the international 
Soccer stage. 

However despite already having reached 
lofty individual levels in their illustrious 
careers, these very same careers will no less 
remain vividly incomplete, should they end 
without having also embraced an appear- 
ance chapter in a World Cup Finals tourna- 
ment. 

This is something to which former super- 
stars such as George Best and George Weah 
can testify to. 

Good luck Australia, 


ONE-NIL WILL DO’ - FARINA | 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ustralia’s coach Frank Farina yes- 

terday picked the same starting 

leven that drew 1-1 with France on 
Remembrance Day. 

Tt means Mark Viduka and Harry Kewell 
will be up front with Stan Lazaridis and Brett 
Emerton wide. Kevin Muscat, Craig Moore, 
Shaun Murphy and Tony Vidar will form the 
back four with Josip Skoko and captain Paul 
Okon in midfield. 

Mark Schwarzer again will be in goal, 


“A lot of positives came out of that game. 
All our players looked fit and sharp, but it was 
no easy decision. Others can still play a part.” 
Farina said. 

Farina said he would gladly take a 1-0 to 
Montevideo and when asked if that would be 
enough he said, “Whether that will be enough 
‘we'll have to wait and see.” 

Okon also said he was satisfied with the 
same starting eleven. 

“We are all sick of talking and thinking 
about it. We've come close in the past and we 
hope we can qualify this time, 
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VICTOR PUA: Uruguay's World Cup Manager. 
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Uruguay miss Silva sorely 


Tuguayan coach Victor Pua has picked his 

squad which arrived Melbourne over the week- 

end to play Australia tonight in the World Cup 
qualifying play-off against the Socceroos, 

The major casualty from the list was striker Dario Silva, 
who fired home the lone goal last week against Argentina 
that ensued the result remained a 1-1 stalemate. 

The gold-haired striker would have partnered star-strik- 
er, Alvaro Recoba in Uruguay’s attack tonight. 


The full squad is: 
Goalkeepers 

Fabian Carini 

Gustavo Munua 
Adrian Berbia 
Defenders 

Paolo Montero 
Alejandro Lembo 

Joe Bizera 
Washington Tais 
Dario Rodriguez. 
Midfielders 

Gianni Guigou 
Guillermo Giacomazzi 
Marcelo Romero 
Gonzalo De Los Santos 
Pablo Garcia 

Diego Perez 
Forwards 

Alvaro Recoba 

Diego Alonso 

Javier Chevanton 
Federico Magallanes 
Mario Regueiro 
Richard Morales 
Nicolas Olivera 


*SOCCEROOS 
BEG FARINA 


ustralia’s captain Paul 

Okon has appealed to coach 

Frank Farina to remain 
with the team despite lucrative 
offers from overseas, 

Okon, speaking last week, said the 
issue will not distract the players as 
they prepare for their forthcoming 
play-off against Uruguay tonight at 
the MCG. 

“That’s an issue for Frank and 
Soccer Australia. We as players can 
only concentrate on what we have to 
do, but most of us would like Frank 
to stay on,” said the Middlesbrough 
midfielder. 

Farina has received offers from 
various European clubs with him 
indicating that he may quit when his 
Current contract expires this week- 
end. 

Farina has guided Australia to the 
brink of qualifying for the World Cup 
in Korea and Japan next year. 

The Socceroos will play Uruguay 
in a first leg play-off tonight in 
Melbourne followed by the second 
leg in Montevideo on Monday. 

“Even if we qualify I still might be 
tempted to go elsewhere”. 

“There is a lot to think about 
because my contract is up at the end 


Frank Farina 


of the World Cup play-offs and of 
course my options are open,” said 
Farina last week. “Some of the offers 
are interesting and it’s true that even 
if we qualify I still might be tempted 
to go elsewhere.” 

Farina has been offered contracts 
in Belgium, Holland, Japan and Italy. 

In October, Farina was offered a 
contract with an Italian club believed 
to be worth seven times his current 
salary and he met Italian top agent, 
Giovanni Branchini last week to dis- 
cuss his options. 

“I do not want to do anything 
hasty. My mind will turn to that once 
our World Cup fate is decided in 
some days,” added Farina. 


SOUTH, NEWCASTLE SHIFTED _ 
oe ed last week that its Round 8 clash against 
‘been rescheduled to Sunday 25th Noyember 
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MISSING IN ACTION: 


|; Uruguay's daredevil striker, Dario Silva who will not feature against Australia 


tonight due to an injury sustained against Argentina last week. 


I WANT TO GO TO 


LEEDS - EMERTON 


get Brett Emerton has indicated that he 
would be keen on moving to Elland Road. 

The Feyenoord midfielder has hinted that he 
would be interested in joining Australian team- 
mates Harry Kewell and Mark Viduka in 
Yorkshire. 

The highly-rated right-sided midfielder has 
attracted the interest of Liverpool, Leeds United, 
Arsenal and Middlesbrough in the past and he 
has indicated he would be keen on a move to a top 
Premiership club, 

‘The 22-year-old’s future at De Kuip is in the 
balance after their failure to reach the second stage 
of the Champions League and Leeds boss David 
O'Leary is a big fan of the former Sydney Olympic 
star and he has watched him in action on numerous 
occasions 

“There is no doubt joining Leeds would be an 
attractive proposition for me,” said Emerton, 

“They are a club I would definitely like to go to 


I ONG-TERM Leeds United transfer tar- 


because they seem to have such strong connections 
with Australia, 

“They have had Aussie players at Elland Road 
in the past and there are plenty there now. That 
would help me settle in, and the guys who are in 
‘ye team at the moment have given a very 
favourable account of what it is like to play for 
Leeds,” 

‘The Rotterdam club are keen to hold onto their 
most prized asset, but they could be tempted to 
offload him if they receive a bid in the region of 
£10 million, 

Emerton’s declaration would make Leeds 
favourites to land the versatile star and Whites boss 
David O'Leary has indicated that he is determined 
to strengthen his squad as he tries 
to consolidate their place at the top of The 
Premiership. 

Should Emerton arrive at Elland Road a doubt 
would be cast over the future of French ace Oliver 
Dacourt who is attracting the interest of Juventus. 
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Name: . 
Address: 


By Bert van Bedaf 


|he long wait is over at 
last! Australia’s 
World Cup destiny 


starts tonight in earnest, 
with the end game to be 
played five days later in a 
cauldron of Latin hostility. 

The Socceroos will play 
Uruguay over two legs in their 
bid to qualify for the World 
Cup in Japan and South Korea 
next year, starting with the 
first leg at the MCG on 
‘Tuesday night. The ‘Roos will 
then hop to Montevideo’s 
Centenario Stadium for the 
second leg on November 25, 

Tf successful, Australia will 
be the last of 32 nations to 
qualify for the world tourna- 
ment and after 28 years, hay- 
ing qualified for the first time 
in 1974. (Ireland beat 
Australia’s nemesis of four 
years ago Iran 2-1 on aggre- 
gate to become the second last 
nation to qualify for the 2002 
tournament). 

Qualification is decided on 
an aggregate score over the 
two legs with away goals 
counting double when the 
aggregate score is drawn, 

“Because away goals are so 
crucial, the most important 
thing for us is to keep a clean 
sheet (at home),” said defend- 
et Craig Moore, who scored 


the opening goal during the 
‘friendly’ 1-1 draw with 
France at the MCG on 
Remembrance Day. 

Australia’s fiery encounter 
with France made world head- 
lines, especially Kevin 
Muscat’s crude challenge on 
forward Christophe Dugarry 
in the second half. 

It has left Dugarry side- 
lined for at least a month with 
injured knee ligaments, His 
French first division club 
Bordeaux has threatened to 
sue Soccer Australia over the 
incident, 

France coach Roger 
Lemerre described Muscat’s 
tackle as “brutal”, 

“Dugarry has severely 
strained his knee ligaments. 
‘This was an act of brutality 
and something which I regret 
bitterly,” Lemerre said. 

But Muscat was unrepen- 
tant. “I play on the edge at all 
times. That is part of my 
game, I always want to win 
for Australia. Maybe I do 
show some over-commitment 
at times, but so be it. It’s all 
about winning and I consider 
myself a winner. If that rubs 
off on my team mates and we 
get through to the World Cup, 
I'd be more than happy,” the 
Wolverhampton defender 
said. 

However, Muscat could be 
sitting out Tuesday’s match 


because of injury. 

Farina immediately substi- 
tuted the rugged Australian 
defender after the Dugarry 
tackle, which resulted in an 


make a substitution,” 
replied. 

Muscat limped off at train- 
ing last Wednesday having 
aggravated the toe injury on 


Farina 


Federico rMagalanes? Uruguay's influential 
midfielder. 


all-in brawl. Afterwards 
Farina was asked if he had 
taken Muscat off to take the 
sting out of the situation. 
“Kevin had a problem with 
his foot as well, which he’s 
had for the last five days. At 
half time it was starting to 
flare up again and it was an 
‘opportune moment as well to 


his left foot and he was doubt- 
ful for Tuesday, “T'll just have 
to wait and see what the doc- 


tors say,” Muscat said. 

But somehow, it is seems 
improbable that Australia’s 
strongman is going to bow out 
of the biggest two games of 
his career because of a sore 


toe. 


Better news is that FIFA, 
soccer’s world body, has 
decided to wipe any yellow 
cards incurred during past 
qualifying matches. Captain 
Paul Okon, Brett Emerton and 
Josip Skoko (and squad mem- 
ber Tony Popovic) were fac- 
ing automatic suspensions for 
the away leg, if they'd picked 
up a second yellow card on 
‘Tuesday. But the trio will now 
start with clean sheets and, 
barring injury or red cards, 
will be present — in 
Montevideo. 

Another fillip is Uruguay’s 
top striker Dario Silva will 
miss both matches because of 
a shoulder injury. It was 
Silva’s goal that enabled 
Uruguay to draw 1-1 with 
Argentina, but the striker clat- 
tered into the Argentina goal- 
keeper late in the match and it 
was later confirmed he had 
broken his collar bone. 

The draw put Uruguay in 
fifth place in the South 
American group (on equal 27 
points with Colombia, but a 
goal ahead on goal difference) 
and a date with Australia to 
qualify. (Argentina, Paraguay, 
Ecuador and Brazil qualified 
as the fourth best nations), 

Qualification will be diffi- 
cult for the Australians. “They 
have some very good players 
and it’s going to be tough for 
us,” Okon said. 

“Uruguay had the best 
defensive record in the South 
American group, so they are 
obviously well organised at 
the back. They are as desper- 
ate and hungry to qualify as 


we are-and that’s going to 
make it a very tough two 
games for us,” Farina said. 

Mindful of what happened 
four years ago, when 
Australia let slip a two-goal 
lead to draw 2-2 with Tran at 
the MCG and failed the quali- 
fy, Farina reminded his play- 
ers of the need to concentrate 
to the last minute. 

“As we've seen in the past, 
the most important periods in 
games are just before half 
time or towards the end of the 
game, when mental and phys- 
ical fatigue sets in. Anything 
can happen in those last 15 
minutes,” Farina said. 

“We been here before and it 
is well documented,” said 
Muscat, who like all other 
Socceroos wants to erase his 
terrible experience of four 
years ago. 

“This is totally different. 
We've come so far and the 
commitment that players have 
shown and the support 
they've given Frank (Farina) 
has been second to none. 
We'll need a bit of luck as 
well, Four year’s ago.we had 
everything, bar that bit of 


ABsWw (&) 


luck. This time around, touch 
wood, things will work out all 
right,” he said. 

According to the statistics, 
Australia is ahead of Uruguay. 
The last time the two nations 
met, in 1997, Australia beat 
the South Americans 1-0. It 
lost 2-0 in 1992, 

When Australia played its 
one and only World Cup final 
in Germany in 1974, Uruguay 
had also “qualified. They 
played two “A” matches that 
year. 

Australia won 2-0 (in a 
spiteful game in Sydney) and 
drew the other 0-0. 

A fervent soccer nation, 
Uruguay won the inaugural 
World Cup at home in 1930 
and won it a second time in 
1950 in Brazil. 

Uruguay played its last 
World Cup in Italy in 1990 
and will be as hungry as 
Australia to participate in the 
world’s biggest sporting tour- 
nament after the Olympics 
from May 31 to June 30. Still, 
Farina has long maintained, 
this is Australia’s year, So, 
bad luck Uruguay. Go 
Australia! 


> STANMORE HAWKS 


SOCCER CLUB 


) setecTION TRIALS 


he he the he he 
SENIOR GRADES PLAYING IN NSW SOCCER FEDERATION'S 


(WINTER COMPETITION) 
Under 19s, 21s and First Grade on 


Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6.30pm 


at Mahoney Reserve 
Illawarra Road, Marrickville 
Enquiries: or Mr Chris. Karantzis (First Grade Coach) 
0417 682 120 or Steve Economides 9642 1781 or 0419 686 569. 


CADET AND YOUTH LEAG 


; DIVISION 1 


PLAYERS ARE URENTLY NEEDED FOR 
UNDER 11S CADET LEAGUE 


AND 
UNDER 13S AND UNDER 14S _. 
YOUTH LEAGUE p 
Trials are held every 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT from 6.30pm at 


PENALTIES TO DECIDE? 


periods of 15 minutes each and the rules for 
golden goal-will apply.” 

ifthe teams are still tied, they will go to 
penalties and each team will take turns to 
see who scores the most. Uruguay ended up 
in fifth place in South American standings 
for World Cup qualifying play: that ended 
‘November 14 aitd'so qualified for the play- 

_ off against Australia, the Winner of the 
‘Oceania region. 

‘The first game will be holds tonight, 
‘November 20 in Melbourne and will be ref 
ereed by Italians Graciano Cesari along 
‘with assistants Marco lvaldi and Anielfo Di 
Marco, The second game will hold on 
November 25 in Montevideo. ~ 

‘Ali ‘Bujsaim with linesmen and: aids 
Yagoob Ahmed Mohammed and Abdulla 
Alt Majluf. all from the United: Arab 

> Emirates, will referee the same in Uruguay. 


GREYSTANES 


SOCCER CLUB 


‘orld Soccer-governing body, 

FIFA announced: last week 

that the World Cup play-offs 
between Australia and Uruguay may 
eventually go into penalty shootouts if 
both teams are tied on goals at the end of 
both legs, 

FIFA stated that “in the event that! both 
teams) have the same number of goals in 
‘both games, the goals-scored as the visiting 
club: would have twice the value”. 

if Uriguay and Australia: play. their 
home-away World Cup qualifier to an 
| absolute tie, the two teams will then'play a 
golden goal (which means play continues in 
extratime until one team scores) and then 
onto penalty kicks to decide the winner. 

‘FIFA stated in its release that if the num= 
ber of goals scored is still the same and if. 
the teams ate still tied 0-0-in the second” 
game “an extratime will be played'— two 


TRIALS 
Wednesday 21st November 
STAGED AT: 


First Grade & U21s 
Sunday 18th November 
Sunday 25th November Foam 
Sunday 2nd December 
Under 19s 
Wednesday 28th November pm 
Wednesday 5th December 
ALL OF THE ABOVE TRIAL DATES WILL BE Mahoney Reserve 
Bathurst Street Park, Greystanes Illawarra Road, Marrickville 
Contact Mark Crittenden ela dale eos iae 
0417 247 890 or 9631 0437 


Steve Economides Telephone 9642 1781 or mobile 0419 686 569 or 
Mr Tom Gambrellis 9588 1215 or 0402 069 408 


Australia hasn’t qualified for the World Cup in 28 years. 
Want a bet they can do it this time? 
pitehb but a whole nation wilt be behind the Soccer peel nev anemia ‘oat 


jortant game for years. So get bel td Wit! 
irstGoal Scorer and Total Goals. Betting on the return teg in: 


Available at all TABs, PubTABs, 
ClubTABs, PhoneTAB on 136 337 
and on the Net. 

Let’s play 


(C Austratia 
Draw 


{Uruguay} 
{Uruguayl 

EMagallanes (Uruguay) 
D.Atonso (Uruguay! 


TAustratial 
TAustratial 
TAustralial 


(_ Australia to Qualify $17 75. * Se 
* = _ ________# Cnder25 Goats $1.70_) sportstab.com.au 
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Reunion luncheon of 

past Australian inter- 
nationals will this after- 
noon, (Tuesday), be held at 
the ‘Elephant and 
Wheelbarrow Hotel’ in 
Fitzroy Street, St Kilda, 

A big roll-up is expected 
of former internationals 
who will be able to mingle 
and catch up with old 
team-mates and friends 
that have been parted over 
the many years, 


silt ad 
RAY BAARTZ: Former 
Australian World Cup 
ee UIE ee 

For this nostalgic gather- 
ing of past internationals, it 
was initially planned that 
former Test captain and 
opening batsman, Bill 
Lawry was to have been the 
official Guest Speaker, as 
first disclosed by ‘Good Oil” 
some weeks ago, 

Now we're informed that 
there’s been a sudden 
switch on the “Team-sheet’, 

This afternoon’s Guest 
Speakers will now be the 
far more appropriate, (cer- 
tainly more suitable), for- 
mer Australian World Cup 
goalscorers, Ray Baartz 
and Adrian Alston, 

After the function, at 
around 4.30pm, special 
buses will ferry the gath- 
ered past internationals 
gladiators from the 
Reunion centre to the 
M.C.G. where tonight 
they'll watch Australia’s 
crucial first leg World Cup 
qualifier against Uruguay. 

eeee 


ICKEY HICKMAN, 

the Northern Spirit’s 
Head coach, after having just 
watched his team last 
Saturday night defeat 
Marconi for the first time at 
the Marconi Stadium, went 


MICKEY HICKMAN: The 
Spirit's Head coach. 


on to reflect: “Our goalkeep- 
er, (Paul Henderson), kept us 
in the game by making two 
very important saves. As for 
our consistent defender Andy 
McDermott, he’s an unsung 
hero and to play without him 
you would miss him greatly. 
“Yd like consistency and 
want all my players to be 
working hard to keep their 
fespective positions,” ended 
‘Hickey’. 
e000 

ARCONI’s losing 

coach, Lee Sterrey 
was spitting chips last 
Saturday night after the 
0-2 defeat through two late 
goals scored by the Spirit. 

“Tt was very disappoint- 
ing as the first goal was an 
accident really, We played 
three upfront designed to 
keep guys like Trajkovski 
(Robbie) - from coming 
through. With our posses- 
sion it was a very poor 
result indeed, 

“ Then some yery bad 
defending by us was the 
reason for their second 
goal. Hutchinson (John) 
was left completely 
unmarked on the back 
post. Until that goal, we 
were still_in it,” Sterrey 
ended, 


LEE STERREY: 
Marconi’s Head coach. 


e000 
IONIGHT’s World Cup 
qualifier at the M.C.G. 
against the resilient 
Uruguayans, will be refereed 
by the strict Graciano Cesari 
from Italy’s Serie A. 


Both linesmen, (tagged 
these days as ‘assistants’), 
are also from Italy. 

Next Monday morning, 
(a.d.s.t.), in Montevideo, will 
see United Arab Emirates 
referee, Ali Eujsaim’ have 
full control in the return leg, 
with both of his linesmen 
also from the U.A-Emirates. 
eece 
ORGAN CAWLEY, 
Olympic Sharks’ 20 
year old strapping striker, 
made his starting debut last 
Sunday night in Sydney for 
the match against the visit- 
ing Adelaide City. 


By Gohn Economes 


Eyonne and Morgan’s sis- 
ter Kelly into their car, 
raced down to Brisbane 
and caught a plane down to 
Sydney, just in time to 
watch the match at Toyota 
Park. 

Was it all worth it? 

Well at first it didn’t 


MORGAN CAWLEY: Flanked by proud parents, 
Roger and Evonne. 


Morgan’s Mum is none 
other than Australia’s for- 
mer dual = Women’s 
‘Wimbledon winning cham- 
pion, Evonne Goolongong. 

Told by Olympic’s coach 
Gary Phillips on Sunday 
morning he'd be starting in 
the match, Morgan elatedly 
phoned his parents up at 


Noosa Heads in 
Queensland, with the good 
news. 


His quick-thinking Dad, 
Roger, quickly bundled 


Sg GRACIANO CESARI: Italian World Cup referee 
who tonight will be in charge at the M.C.G. 


look all that flash for the 
Cawley family as their ath- 
letic Morgan skewed two 
scoring chances against a 
very defiant Adelaide 
defence. 

However ten minutes 
short of the hour mark, the 
ice-cool marksman turned 
‘engineer’. 

Morgan’s strike-partner 
Jeromy Harris, (also a 
Queenslander), _hurtled 
towards Adelaide’s box, 
but suddenly slipped the 


ball to the very well-guard- 
ed Morgan, 
Tce-cool as always, 


Morgan somehow calmly 
controlled the ball, delayed 
his angled return to the on- 
rushing Harris with a well 
threaded pass that pierced 
a wall of Adelaide defend- 
ers. 

Harris effortlessly found 
the ‘golden’ ball in front of 
him, slipped past stopper 
Ante Kovacevic, to slam 
into the target and give 
Olympic the ultimate slen- 
der, (but very precious), 1-0 
winning scoreline, 

When ‘Good Oi after 
the match questioned 
Roger Cawley if his fami- 
ly’s rushed trip to Sydney 
was worth it, he stated: 

“OF course it was. It’s 
not everyday your son 
makes his debut in the 
NSL, as well as setting ap 
the winning goal.” 
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Morgan’s World famous 
Mum, (Evonne 
Goolongong), as a yery 
timid and inexperienced 19 
year old, shattered the 
World of Tennis on centre 
Court by winning the 1971 
prestigious Women’s 
Wimbledon Final. 

Eyen more shattering, 
the vivacious but still timid 
Evonne, nine years later 
returned, (now as a moth- 
er), to take out her second 
Wimbledon Final, 

eece 

AST SUNDAY night at 
foyota «= Park, ~—the 
Olympic Sharks hadwhat one 
may call, ‘a whirl-wind win’ 
over Adelaide City, even 
though the scoreboard read 

1-0 at fulltime. 

Twenty minutes before 
kick-off, the city of Sydney 
was hit by a tremendous 
thunderstorm, accompanied 
by a violent, almost cyclonic 
gale. 

So strong was the lashing 
wind that it lifted two huge 
steel ground loudspeakers 
adjacent to the goals, up and 
over the fence surrounding 
the pitch whilst ripping out 
branches from trees in the 
nearby Carpark. 

Luckily the horrendous 
weather kept thousands away 
from the match as some 
spectators usually are seated 
behind the goal area. 

eoee 

HE Northern Spirit 

last Saturday night 
sealed its very first win at 
the Marconi Stadium, 
when industrious left mid- 
fielder John Hutchinson 
powered in his header for 
the second goal, from the 
back post following a huge, 
but accurate Robbie 


‘Trajkoyski cross whipped 
in from the right. 


DAVID MASON: The 
Spirit's media manager. 


An elated Spirit’s Media 
manager, David Mason, 
instantly called out in the 
Press room: “That’s the 
third goal that Hutchinson 
has scored for us with a 
header this season and the 
third time from a Robbie 
‘Traykovski cross.” 

ecco 

OE SPITERI, former 

Melbourne Knights’ 
striker, was signed up late 
last week by the Olympic 
Sharks. 

Spiteri who was Mark 
Viduka’s strike-partner 
whilst both internationals 
were at the Knights, signed 


with Olympic for just four 
games, but Olympic’s Gary 
Phillips firmly believes’ that 
Joe could stay longer as he 
doesn’t relish going back to 
Sweden. 

The 28 year old striker has 
been playing with Swedish 
club side ‘Norrkoping fol- 
lowing seasons spent in the 
Belgian league. 

Olympic’s manager Gary 
Phillips stated: “Joe has pace 
and knows where the back of 
the net is. Players such as 
Jeromy Harris, Dylan 
Macallister, Morgan Cawley 
and Greg Owens can leam 
much from Joe whose expe- 
tience is great for our Club,” 
Phillips summed up. 

Spiteri made his debut for 
Olympic last Sunday night 
against Adelaide City at 
Shark Park. 


JOE SPITERI: Back in 
Australia and Signed 
with Olympic Sharks. 
eeee 
IHE SEVEN NET- 
WORK late last week 
confirmed it will be cover- 
ing both legs of the crucial 
World Cup Qualifiers 
between Australia and 
Uruguay. 

Tonight's first leg battle 
direct from the M.C.G. will 
be transmitted Live by 
Seven, starting at 8pm, 

Next Monday, morning 
(November 26th), the 
Seven Network will broad- 
cast Live the return leg 
direct from Montevideo at 
a time to be advised, proba- 


Psport 


bly around the 10.30am 
mark. Please check morn- 
ing the Press. 


ee 
LYMPIC SHARKS’ 
Wayne = Srhoj was. 
expected yesterday to go 
under the knife and could be 
out of action for at least six 
weeks. 

The Queensland midfield- 
er was to have a spur on the 
back of his heel removed. 

Head coach Gary Phillips 
is concerned as he is desper- 
ate to recruit another central 


midfielder that is able to ‘sit 


in’. 
Olympic’ has targetted a 


young outstanding interna- 
tional midfielder and hope to 
have him signed up by the 
end of this week. 


WAYNE SRHO4J: Out of 
action for at least six 
weeks, 


eeee 
RETT EMERTON, 
‘Australia’s World Cup 
right midfielder, has poten- 
tially another ‘trade’ he 
could fall back on when he / 
ultimately retires from 
Soccer. 

Last Thursday morning, 
Brett correctly predicted 
the results of the three vital 
South American World 
Cup qualifiers, 

‘Emmo’ took Brazil to 
beat Venezuela and select- 
ed Uruguay to collect the 
single point they-desperate- 
ly needed against South 
American leaders, 
Argentina... 

As well, the right flanker 
chose the crack 
Colombians to _toss 
Paraguay. 

Three out of three. Not 
bad, 

Maybe after retiring, the 
22 year old millionaire 
could turn this ability into 
punting on the tracks, 


BRETT EMERTON: Top 
tipster, 


Liverpool and Newcastle 
United are desperate to 
sign up the former Sydney 
Olympic attacking mid- 
fielder after the World 
Cup. . 


The Good Oii ... 


if 


By Goku Economos 


NTE JURIC, Olympic 

Sharks’ lanky sweeper 
and captain, is expected to 
land back in Sydney today, 
(Tuesday), but will fly 
straight out again to 
Melbourne in time to watch 
Australia’s vital World Cup 
qualifier against Uruguay. 


INTER LIONS 


SOCCER CLUB (Inc) — CONCORD 


NSWSF SELECTION TRIALS 
— SEASON 2002 


Girls 


Youth League — U14's & 16's 


State League — U19’s & Ist Grade 


Federation — Div 3 - Ist & Res Grades 


12,00md 
2.30pm 


4.30pm 


SUNDAYS - 25/11, 2/12, 9/12, 16/12 


Greenlees Park, lan Parade — Concord 


All Players Selected Will Recelve As Part Of The Rego Fee 
Tracksuit, Bag, Jersey, Socks, Shorts 


Contact For Enquiries 


Larry Musolino © 0412 500 096 


Gary Phillips — 
Manager. 


Paul Kohler 


schools 


ANTE JURIC: Back in Australia today. 


satellite 


Turner Cup competition 
in Western Australia, 
secondary 
in the Perth- 
Fremantle area competed in 
Round | with the winning 
eight schools at present 
involyed with Round 2. 
This move to expand this 


Sixteen 


Dylan Macallister 


prestigious fifteen years 
and under schools’ knock- 
out Soccer competition 
beyond the Eastern States, 
ahs been “on the drawing 
board” since the 
Competition was “estab- 
lished twenty-three years 
ago. - 

The progress of this 
satellite competition will be 
watched closely to gauge 


BILL TURNER COMP. 
KICK-OFF IN PERTH 


he first ball has 
been kicked in a 


ABSW (8) 


NSL Season Guide Book 


Now On Sale At Clubs 


Supporters are now able to 
buy this Season’s NSL Guide 
Book through their local NSL Club. 


Tomorrow. Juric will 
return to Sydney to talk 
terms with Olympic’s coach 
Gary Phillips and General 
manager Peter Raskopoulos. 

Juric during the off season 
took off for trials in Norway 
but later went across to 
Austria. 


Copies of this most comprehensive 
publication are now on sale 

at an NSL Club near you. 

Cost for the 2001/2002 

Guide Book Is $14:95c (incl:GST). 


For further enquiries contact Mr Gary Moretti 
at Soccer Australia on 02 - 9267 0799, 


Dulwich Hill 


SOCCER CLUB 


SUPER LEAGUE 


Dulwich Hill Soccer Club wishes 
to invite players for the 


UNDER 19’S 

UNDER 21’°S DULWICH HILL 

1ST GRADE ; 
For 2002 : ai 


Soccer season. 
Trials will be held at 


its success, with South 
Australia being invited to 


participate sometime in the Steel Park, 
future. , 

The means to incorpo- Illawarra Road, Marrickville at 
rate the top schools form 6.00pm 


these States into the main 


tates into t Trials will be held on Mondays, 
Competition is still to be 


looked at, with travel costs Wednesdays and Fridays, 

being a major factor to be commencing 5 November 2001. 

eee eX Enquiries call 02 9550 9902 or 
John Ferreira 0412 076 212 


Clint Bolton 
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Wollongong Wolves 
Sydney United 


By Otto Bader 


ne ‘golden goal’ 
done it —_last 
Saturday at the 


WIN Stadium, scored in 
the 65th minute by the 
tenacious David Huxley, 
broke the Wollongong 
Wolves’ jinx of losing and 
was the first home win of 
the season, 

The win also brought 
back a smile on coach 
Ronnie Corry’s wrinkled 
face, following a disasterous 
start to the competition plus 
much needed laughter after 
the match in the dressing 
room, 

The long suffering true 
believers like cheer-leader 
Tony Hart in his exaggerated 
red Wolves hat never easing 
off to encourage the crowd 
which eventually went home 
happy, 

It was not the most skilful 
of games, more grafting, 


workmen like performance 
by both sides, nothing too 
fancy. For the home team 
just the one goal scored was 
proved enough to secure the 
points. 

Is this the end of the los- 
ing streak of matches for the 
home team? Is ita new chal- 
lenge to climb up the League 
ladder? The fans want to 
believe it to be so, and are 
hoping for much more to 
come. 

Ronnie Corry’s comment 
in the press conference was 
laconic as ever: “It was a 
win and doesn’t matter what 
sort of win. A win is a win.” 

Obviously he was hugely 
relieved to put League points 
on the board, stating the 
team did create chances, not 
taken as previously in the 
midfield which had at times 
chosen wrong options. 

For the new players com- 
ing on Tike local boy Vlado 
Srbinoyski, it is difficult to 
fit in straight away, however 


Brisbane Strikers 1 
Newcastle United 2 


By Glenn Davis 


(00 fast, too strong and sim- 
| ply too good — that’s the 
best way of summing up 
Newcastle United's 2-1 win over 
Brisbane’s Parmalat Strikers at 
Ballymore on Saturday night. 
Newcastle again proved the 
Strikers’ bogey side remaining 
unbeaten in Brisbane since last 
going down in the year of the 
Strikers’ -historic 1996-97 grand 
final victory. 
Both sides went into the seventh 
round match unbeaten with 
Neweastle trailing second placed 


Brisbane Strikers by only one point. 

However, goals in each half by 
Joel Griffiths and sala Masi 
enabled the polished Newcastle to 
leapfrog the Strikers into second 
place. 

Strikers" coach John Kosmina 
took the defeat squarely on the chin 
and in good character after sensing a 
defeat was not far away after having 
come from behind to win most of 
their games this season. 

“We've come from behind fn 
three out of our five wins and you 
can’t keep doing that,” Kosmina 
said, 

“Going down a goal has kept us 
focused in the past but tonight we 

went one up and 
then tried to be 
too clever. 
“Maybe a cou- 
ple of them are 
starting to believe 
their own press.” 
Kosmina was 
| most critical of 
] his two outside 
fullbacks Shane 
Steffanuto and 
John McKain for 
not getting into 
forward positions 
in attack while 
keeper Jason 
Kearton also, 
drew Kosmina’s 
ire. 

“Jason has 
missed a few ses- 
sions with a wrist 
injury and there 


some nice touches were seen 
from him. 

Sydney United’s coach 
Branco Culina was full of 
praise for his rather young 
team, saying if given the 
chance to coach the team for 
another year he can see a 
real potential challenge com- 
ing from his Club. 

In the first half Sydney 
United had several good 
chances and could have been 
up by a goal or two. Culina 
thinks the competition is 
very open with all teams 
able to succeed against any 
‘opponent. 

Culina’s goal keeping 
position is a worry for him 
with injuries to regulars. He 
does not rate the Wolves as a 
top contender. 

The game itself was not a 
great spectacle, the visitors 
concentrated in the first half 
‘on defence and any break- 
throughs 
smothered by the defences . 

Most surprisingly, coach 


the bench. 


game. 


tackle. 


Woives 


local 
were quickly 


- gramme, 


wasn’t much he could do about the 
first goal but I thought the second 
‘goal went under him,” he said. 

Rival coach Tan Crook believed 
Neweastle’s work ethic contributed 
to their victory. “If you put the 
effort in you invariable get some- 
thing back,” he said. 

“Joel Griffiths was a perfect 
example. He just didn’t stop run- 
ning.” 

Griffiths played havoe with his 
sheer speed against the Strikers’ 
defence taking a lot of pressure 
away from Masi, who also is no 
slouch in a speed contest. 

The Strikers began well enough 
but Were dominated by Newcastle 
until Strikers’ forward Paul Foster 
put the homeside in front !-nil in the 
13th minute with his fifth goal of the 
season. : 

Foster finished off a classic 
movement with a header after some 
deft touches between midfielder 
Peter Grierson and Brazilian 
Fernando Rech on the edge of the 
box. 

Newcastle always looked capable 
of equalising before halftime and 
the reward came in the 35th minute 
when Griffiths used a clever turn of 
foot to race onto a Matt Bingley 
pass into the box to slot home past 
Kearton. 

‘The Strikers’ new Scottish sign- 
ing Ron McQuilter pleased 
Kosmina in his first national league 
game, but the jury is probably still 
out over his speed despite a wealth 
of experience with 300-odd games 
in the premier and first division 
leagues in his hometand. 

Newcastle’s winner came in a 
shock start from the visitors just 
after half time when Masi broke the 
1-1 halftime deadlock when he ran 
free off McQuilter before driving a 
powerful angled shot under 


Corry left the “Man of the 
Match’ of the last home 
game, Darren McDonald, on 


Two substitutes 
Babic and Vlado Srbinovski 
both were used late in the 


Masterminding the 
defence of the Wolves was 
once more giant defender 
David Cervinski, always 
fully involved, even assist- 
ing the attack by ploughing 
forward on occasions whilst 
at the other end of the pitch 
he was there to make the last 


Local products on show at 
WIN Stadium for the 
were 
Coniston midfield player 
Vlado Srbinovski making 
his debut and according to 
Corry played well. 

For Sydney United former 
juniors 
Shellharbour and the Wolves. 
Youth Development pro- 
were 


Santalab and his 
brother Brendon. 
Wolves’ striker 
Stuart Young missed 
a ‘sitter’ but battled 
well against close 
marking. A yellow 
card to Wolves’ Ben 
Blake and Sydney's 
Ante Deur in the first 


rough tackles, 


half, were issued for [= 


Tn the second half fie. 


Soon the match opened up 


with the Wolves hav- 


looking as the side 
most likely to score. 
The first substitu- 
tion by Sydney came 
in the 64th minute as 
Bendon _Santalab 
came on for 
Commins Menapi. 
The only goal of 
the match came in the 
65th minute follow- 
ing good preparation 
by the Wolves’ front 
runners ending with a 
fine drive into the far 
corner of the target by 
the unmarked David 
Huxley. 
Wollongong 


former 


from 
Perinich in the 67th, 
Michael 


changed 
striker Sean Babic for Tony 


United brought on: Goran 


ing more of play and ff 


David Huxley: Grabbed the winner for the Wolves in the 
65th minute, 


Taleyski for Ante Deur. The 
Wolves then substituted Paul 
Reid with local boy Vlado 


Whilst Srbinovski. 


Wolves striker 


Marconi Stallions 0 


Northern Spirit 


lwo late goals last 
Saturday night were all 
that Northern Spirit 
required to take home all three 
competition points against their 
arch rivals Marconi at the 
Marconi Stadium. 
Northern Spirit must consider 


y 


themselves lucky as the Stallions 
clearly had the better chances but 
couldn’t capitalise on them. 

In reality the Northern Spirit 
had much to thank their alert and 
elastic goalkeeper Paul 
Henderson who pulled off two 
crucial saves which allowed his 
team to stay in the game whilst 
Marconi were guilty of squander- 
ing opportunity-after-opportunity 


Simon Bell: Opened scoring for Northern Spirit against his 
former club. . 


came very close to scoring a 
second as the hpme side 
tefused to sit “back and 
defend its sole goal lead, 


Babic 


which failed to please their frus- 
trated coach Lee Sterrey. 

Mickey Hickman, the 
Norther Spirit coach, was not 
however carried away with a vic- 
tory that, until 12 minutes from 
the end, looked as far-away as 
ever. 

Marconi Stadium is never an 
easy venue for any visiting teams: 
and the crowd of 4,763 present, 
(mainly supporters of the 
Stallions), were clearly surprised 
at the final outcome, 

Revenge is sweet and colour- 
ful. With his split-dyed hair in 
Spirit’s colours, Cameroon-born 
midfielder Simon Bell, was the 
architect of the victory. Bell 
replaced playmaker Robert Enes 
in the 75th minute and three min- 
utes later, scored against his old | 
club, 

Tt was Bell’s pass that found 
defender Andy McDermott who 
from the right crossed back into 
the centre only to find Bell ready 
to scores Bell’s header was too 
tricky for Marconi custodian 
Michael Turnbull, but poor 
defending certainly didn’t assist 
the Marconi cause. 

In the 83rd minute it was a 
John Hutchinson header, ftom a 
lovely Robert Trajkovski cross, 
that sealed Northern Spirit’s vic- 
tory as the ball went into the 
Marconi net off the post, despite 
the best efforts from an out- 
stretched Turnbull who was 
unquestionably crucified by some 
extremely poor defending on the 
back post. 

Outstanding for the Spirit were 
goalie Henderson and defender 
Andy McDermott whilst for 
Marconi central midfielder John 
Maisano and central defender 
‘Michael Beauchamp stood out, 


Perth Glory 


Melbourne Knights 0 


By Richard Kreider 


erth Glory are just one 
P= away from equalling 
the all-time record of 
seven consecutive wins at the 
start of a season following their 
hard fought 2-0 triumph over 
the Melbourne Knights at Perth 
Oval last Saturday night. 
The record of seven consecu- 


tive victories from the start of a 
season is ironically held by the 
Knights from season 1994/95. 
For a little over an hour, the 
Knights’ man-to-man. defensive 
strategy, when they ever lost pos- 
session, proved frustrating for 
both Perth players and the 13,355 
fans alike; until a set-piece was 
finished accurately with a bullet- 
like header from Damian Mori 


Damian Mori (left) challenges Knights’ Rody Vargas. 


Olympic Sharks 1 
Adeluide City 0 


By John Economos 


LYMPIC SHARKS in 

jutterly atrocious climatic 

conditions managed to 
scrape through to nail down a 1-0 
win over a tight, but lustreless 
Adelaide City last Sunday night at 
the Toyota Park. 

Not only dida heavy thunderstorm 
break out just 25 minutes before kick- 
off, a fierce howling, almost cyclonic 
gale, raging up to 100 k.p.h, lashed 
across the pitch rendering control of 
the ball almost impossible. 

Olympic’s sole but match-winning 
goal arrived 10 minutes short of the 
hour mark, Scored by striker Jeromy 
Harris, it followed some excellent 
visionary work by fellow striker 
‘Morgan Cawley. 

Gary Phillips surprised everyone 
by starting the battle with a three 
pronged attack-line which included 
two debutants, Newly signed striker 
Joe Spiteri linked up with second 
debutant Morgan Cawley plus Harris. 

Making his first start for Olympic, 
Cawley had earlier disappointed by 
going wide of the target with chances. 
But the lad more than made up for 
this when he cleverly ‘engineered’ 
Harris’ goal. 

With Harris hurtling towards a 
Stacked Adelaide City box, he passed 
to the well-guarded Cawley and kept 
racing through, Cawley calmly 
delayed the ball before cleverly 
releasing it through a multitude of 
legs and straight into the clear path of 
the on-running Harris who easily 
slipped past stopper Ante Kovacevic 
to slam into the net. 

‘The first session saw Olympic 
dominate attacks despite running into 


the powerful gale, and as early as in 
the ninth minute Harris shaved the 
upright with his header from a Nicky 
Carle corner, 

Ih the 20th minute Olympic’s left 
midfielder Andrew Packer blasted a 
low 20 metre drive which Adelaide’s 
custodian Adrian Cagalj barely man- 
aged to palm around his upright. 

Six minutes later Adelaide surpris- 
ingly stung back when striker Scott 
Tunbridge lobbed Olympic’s sweeper 
Andrew Durante and goalie Clint 
Bolton, but the strong wind lifted the 


ee. 


MORGAN CAWLEY: In aerial action last 
Sunday night against Adelaide City. 


from the face of the six-yard box. 

Mori himself, will notch anoth- 
er personal milestone if he is able 
to find the net against Northem 
Spirit and Parramatta Power, 
since the current record of consec- 
utive goals from as many games 
stands at seven, which Mori him- 
self holds from the 94/95 season 
when at Adelaide City; along with 
Andrew Harper from the previous 
season. 

“They got all their men behind 
the half-way line and tried to play 
us on the break and that does 
make it very difficult,” said Glory 
coach Mich d’Avray. 

“The longer a game like that 
goes on, the more frustration 
creeps in. The message to the 
players was to keep it really solid 
at the back, give nothing away, 
and try to break them down,” 
@’Avray said. 

For Knights coach Andrew 
Marth, it was a clear disappoint- 
ment after coming close to secur- 
ing a premeditated drawn 
result,““We are not as good as the 
team we had last season since we 
lost a number of quality players,” 
said Marth. 

“By a country mile, I strongly 
believe we are the lowest paid 
team in Australia. What budget 
you do have, we do the best we 
can. If we finish around sixth to 
eighth place we will have done 
really well.” 

“We had two great chances in 
the six-yard box but if you can put 
them away, you don’t deserve to 


win,” said Marth. Glory kicked 
, 


Following another Carle corner in 
the 65th minute, right wingback 
Lindsay Wilson rocked Adelaide's 
cross-bar, but the South Australians 
frustratingly hit back with some des- 
perate but ineffective long range 
shots at the target. 

Desperate for an equaliser and 
with just eight minutes from the bell, 
Adelaide's experienced striker Alex 
Moreira lashed a 20 metre free kick 
on target, but harmlessly, the missile 
zeroed into Bolton’s grateful gloves. 

Best for the home side were cen- 

—— tral marker Andrew 
Packer, left mid- 
fielder Andrew 
Packer plus striker 
Harris whilst for the 
“Black and Whites’ 
they were best 
served through 
goalie Cagalj, left 
back lain Fyfe, later- 
al defender Gregorz 
Lewandowski and 
left midfielder Lucas 
Pantelis.. 

Olympic’s Head 
coach Gary Phillips 


Wilson 

Spiteri will get bet- 
ter over the coming 
weeks. At times 


ball even higher to clear the horizon- 
tal and simultaneously deny the 
youngster joy. 

‘Three minutes after the break 
Cawley latched onto a cross with his 
back to the goals, From close range 
he swung round with a powerful hit 
which sliced off his boot and skewed 
wide of the target. 

‘Aided by the powerful wind in 
their backs, Olympic relentlessly 
surged forward putting Adelaide's 
midfield of Matthew Kemp, Mario 
Karlovic, Aurelio Vidmar and Lucas 
Pantelis under extreme pressure. 


despite the atrocious 
‘weather conditions, we still managed 
to play some good stuff and showed 
character. We battled for these three 
League points which I think we fully 
deserved,” he ended. 

Meanwhile Adelaide's boss, Zoran 
Matic, reflected: “We lost the game 
and that’s all that matters. In these 
conditions, (bad weather), the game 
becomes like a lottery as you don’t 
know where the ball will go or 
bounce. We have now placed our- 
selves in a very difficult position,” 
Matic ended. 


off the game with the surprise 
inclusion of Scott Miller who 
made a remarkable recovery to a 
hamstring injury, which was sus- 
tained against Sydney United a 
fortnight ago. 

The blustery conditions and the 
visitors claustrophobic marking 
tactics prevented a free flowing 
encounter, especially in the first 
half. 

Glory’s first real opportunity to 
find the net came as late as the 
23rd minute when designated 
match-skipper Bobby 
Despotovski nodded a short-cor- 
ner centimetres past an 
upright.The Knights didn’t test 
Glory goalie Jason Petkovic at all 
in the opening period since they 
were too busy with their marking 
responsibilities. In fact, the 
Melbourne club have only found 
the net on four occasions in their 
past seven outings. 

The game again opened up in 
Perth’s favour nine minutes after 
the break when Despotovski fired 
a 25 metre rising strike past 
Martin John’s right-hand upright. 

‘Six minutes later, the deadlock 
was ultimately broken when 
Garcia was chopped down when 
in full-stride by Joey Rajher on 
the right-hand bye-line. Mori 
took advantage of the Knights not 
treating the infringement as a cor- 
ner by heading an accurate 
Maloney free kick past John’s 
right hand. 

‘The result might have been dif- 
ferent had there been defenders on 
both posts. The Knights were pre- 


ae ed 


‘oto da Costa: Could not break Glory’s defence with 
i? his runs. 


sented with an equalising opening 
in the 75th minute when Toto Da 
Costa had a close-range shot 
superbly parried away by 
Petkovic’s legs. 

‘The ensuing comer was also a 
threat. After further opportunities 
from Miller and Edgar, it was up 
to Despotovski to put the game 
Gut of the Knights reach in the 


South Melbourne 2 
Parramatta Power 0 


rejuvenated 
Melbourne made light work 
of visitor Parramatta, beat- 


ing the Power 2-0 with two first 
half goals at Bob Jane stadium last 
Sunday night. 

‘There wasn't a happier man on the 
planet than South coach Eddie 
Krmcevic, who steered his side to its 
first win of the season after four loss- 
es anda draw. It also lifted the former 
champion off the bottom of the NSL 
ladder, albeit ahead of Sydney United 
on goal difference. 

“I said all along that we've been 
playing well, but we needed that 
ounce of luck. Of course, we're 
happy with the three points. I think 
we deserved it. We created a lot of 
chances and we played for the whole 
90 minutes. 

Parramatta had a bit of possession 
in the second half. But it 
didn’t really go anywhere,” Krncevic 
said. 

‘The loss tipped Parramatta out of 
the top six and coach David Mitchell 
said he'd never seen the Power play 
worse. 

“This was our worst game of the 
season. We were on the back-foot 
from the kick-off. Perhaps the players 
thought, because South had lost four 
games, it was going to be easy. But it 
is never easy. We didn't deserve to 
win today,” Mitchell said. 

South Melbourne came into the 
match limping badly with defender 
Fausto De Amicis and captain 
‘Trimboli out of the side. De Amicis 
‘was dropped because of an argument 
over the captaincy. 


With Trimboli out, Krncevic hand- 
ed the captaincy to Steve Panopoulos 
and according to dressing room 
accounts, DeAmicis (a vice captain) 
“spat the dummy”. 

‘Trimboli will be missing for 10 to 
12 weeks with a knee injury, joining 
David Clarkson and Vaughan Coveny 
in the crutches brigade. 


Patrick Kisnorbo: Opened 
scoring for South. 


TTrimboli has damaged the inside 
ligaments of his left knee and 
although he does not need surgery, he 
will be off the pitch for close to three 
months. Clayton Bell was on the 
bench and came on late in the game 
for Joe Bacak. 

Into the side came Robert Liparoti, 
who returned from a knee reconstruc- 
tion after a-year’s absence, Massimo 
Murdocca and Bacak also came back 
from injury. The trio had excellent 
games, which Krncevie acknowl- 
edged afterwards. 

With so many players on the side- 
line, Kmcevic has had to rely on a 
battery of young puns, including Ray 
Sckulovski, Nick Tolios as well as 
Murdocca. Young defender Patrick 
Kisnorbo has been a regular for more 
than a season and is already an expe- 
rienced competitor. 

Searching for its breakthrough 


first minute of injury-time. 

The — hard-working fat 
Horsley fired across a centfe off 
the right that was only half- 
cleared to Brad Maloney. 

The midfielder returned the 
ball goalwards where it struck an 
upright before falling kindly to 
Despotoyski for the simplest of 
tap-ins. a 


victory, the Lakesid€rs started bright- 
ly and hit the front after 23 minutes. 
Panopoulos earned a comer and took 
it himself. He guided his missile 
directly on to the head of Kisnorbo, 
who cleanly headed it unchallenged 
past Power ‘keeper Les Pogliacomo 
for the opening goal. 

South went further ahead in the 
4ist minute, when Steve losifidis 
sent a long ball up front, Alex Tobin 
misjudged the flight and Joe Vrkic 
fumbled with a poor back-pass to 
Pogliacomi. 

Bacak had been chasing the ball as 
soon as it Aloated towards him and he 
‘managed to poke it past the Power 
“keeper and into the net at the far cor- 
ner. His strike assured South went 
into the break with a two-goal cush- 
ion, while Parramatta were left to rue 
their first half mistakes. = 

The Power failed to muster a 
decent chance on goal for most of the 
match. Forwards Ahmad Elrich and 
Ziatko Arambasic were Well held by 
Sekulovski_ and Kisnorbo. Veteran 
Mehmet Durakovie orgainsed his 
backline to perfection and drove the 
ball forward with some stunning 
runs. 

Bacak proved a handful for the 
Power defence seeing off Vrkic at 
half time and making life difficult for 
substitute David Barrett after the 
break. - 

Buljan, who continues to struggle 
in South's attack, gave Panopoulos a 
golden opportunity with a close range 
cross in the 63rd minute, but the oth- 
erwise outstanding captain just failed 
to connect with a desperate lunge. 

Parramatta’s first real chance 
came in the 69th minute, but John 
Buonavoglia headed wide of the near 
post at an angle from a metre out, 

Melbourne's cold snap also struck 
a blow with a solid downpour on 80 
minutes, washing any Power resur- 
gence down the lake and giving 
South renewed hope for what started 
as a disastrous season. 
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THERE 1S A HUNGER IN BRISBANE STRIKERS. 


eee By TT C0 


John Kosmina: “We really have a lot of belief in ourselves and the team has character.” 


relaxed Brisbane 
Strikers’ mentor John 
‘Kosmina was candid 


with his replies to the media in 
the conference after his team’s 
come-from-behind victory over 
Parramatta Power penultimate 
last Friday week. ‘Kosi’ gave us 
his views on the game, his squad 
and the season to date. 

Q. It took a while to get in 
front? 

A. You have got to be patient 
and we stuck to what we wanted to 


do. We kept trying to play and 
eventually I believed we would 
‘open them up, and we did. 

Q. Patience is a sign of confi- 
dence? 

A. We really have a lot of belief 
in ourselves and the team has got a 
lot of character. We have worked 
hard on keeping things tighter in 
the back than we have been in the 
past, It worked well tonight; we 
lived a bit dangerously at times but 
that's what we do. 

Q. The chemistry between 
Rech, Foster and Trajanovski is 
brilliant to watch at the moment? 

A. They spend a lot time train- 


ing together and work well as a 
unit. 

@. Your sweeper makes a point 
of pushing up quickly out of 
defence? 5 

A. Our blokes have got to be up 
nice and tight and not give the 
(opposition) strikers room; we 
play as a block and compact (so 
as) not to overextend. They got in 
behind us a couple of times with 
their quick blokes but only in areas 
where we knew it would be diffi- 
cult for them to be effective. We 
dealt with it quite comfortably. 

@. Jason Keaton (goalkeeper) 
kept you in the game? 


A. He did with the one on ones 
but.that’s why he is theré>with his 
experience. But we were unlucky; 
we hit the post in the first half. 

@. Even though you are away 
from home you still played attack- 
ing soccer? 

A. I think you have got to be 
positive most of the time and if 
you go away from home to contain 
too much you are asking for trou- 
ble, because you are not going to 
score goals. You can put teams on 
the back foot by having a go at 
them, and we have got players that 
are capable of it. . 

@. Your squad this season 


By David Davutovic 


Hin all it was a successful 

season for Chelsea Junior 

‘Soccer Club, particularly 
for the older age groups. 


All cheers at 


Situated in Melbourne’s south- 
east suburbs, Chelsea has five 
junior and two sub-junior teams 
throughout the Victorian league. 

‘The U/15s took out the South- 
East B-league title without losing a 
game and conceding only five 


goals, with its closest competition 
coming from local rivals 
Springvale White Eagles. 

Coach Srecko Baresic believes 
that the championship has “opened 
the door for a Super League berth 
next season”, and has no doubts 


unior Chelsea 


that the squad is good enough, 
despite playing in the B division. 

The U/15 champions consisted 
of the following players: Davor 
Baresic, Jason Maddocks, Peter 
Matic, Tom Matic, Jurica Kalcina, 
Julian Vucan, Daniel Kijanja, 
Simon Antunovic, Mario Blazevic, 
Mark Juresic, Zeljko Markovic, 
Matthew Curd, Dubravko Palinic, 
Simon Skoblar, Lovro Glavacevic, 
Adam Markobasic, Stef Strmecki 
and Paul Placko. 

The Chelsea U/18s, coached by 
the-popular Bruce Gardiner, fin- 
ished second in their league. 

After struggling in the early part 
of the season with numbers, 
Gardiner had to make-do with 
occasional appearances from the 
U/IS squad. 

The U/I8 squad is as follows: 
Paul Brooks, Adrian Dogan, Josip 
Buljubasic, Petar Puratic, Daniel 
Pehar, Ali Caglar, Mark Vukovic, 
Steven Macinkovic, Adrian Grgas, 
Trinel Juresic, Andrija Buhac, 
Michael Klanja, Petar Babic, Josip 
Klarica, Tom Golik. 
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seems stronger and focused? 

A. The thing with the blokes we 
have at the moment is that their 
attitude is right, they are hungry. 
Take “Trajo’ for example, he has 
probably had three years in the 
wildemess since he left Olympic 
and hasn’t made a mark. He 
played in many different positions 
at Adelaide and Marconi. 

For me he is a striker, he will 
not score every week but he will 
set up goals, as he did tonight, he 
has been involved in nearly every 
goal we have scored this season. 
Foster is 34 next month and has a 
point to prove. Fernando (Rech) is 
a quality player. Carbone never got 
much of a run at Perth; Carbone is 
@ quality player also, his distribu- 
tion is unbelievable. 

@ Are you happy with the 
squad overall? 

We could do with a bit more 
depth. I had three blokes on the 
bench that have played 20 games 
between them; they wouldn’t have 
started a dozen games between 
them. 

@ Brisbane has a history of 
having their players poached by 
other clubs? 

A. Our club has never been per- 
ceived as a big club, From our 
point of view people have always 
seen Sydney as the big clubs 
where the grass is always greener. 
They pay more money down here, 
but money is relative, a buck in 
Brisbane is worth $1.50 in Sydney 
and how do you quantify quality of 
life. 

@ So what do you do? 

A. I think the club has got to 
have a solid direction the way we 
have started there is encourage- 
ment for the future you are always 
going to lose a player or two. 
When you have a club like Perth 


who throw telephone numbers at 
players how do they say no to that. 
-But at the end of the day, money 
does not buy success, it helps but it 
does not buy it. 

Q With the great start to the 
season, what is the reaction by the 
locals and the local media in 
Queensland? 

& We have been really well 
supported; I think there have been 
a number of factors, us being 
Kicked out of the league has prob- 
ably tuned people’around because 
they all knew it was wrong. It was 
a bad decision and for all the 
wrong reasons, 

‘The reinstatement was a posi- 
tive decision. It was the first inmy 
history that soccer Australia has 
done something that was morally 
right because it was immoral to 
throw us out in the first place. 
That whole rating system was a 
shambles to start with. 

At the start of the season 
did you think you would be at the 
top of the table? 

A. The difference this year is 
my board gave me a bit more lee- 
Way to attract some players. You 
cannot always rely on locals. 

For the first time we have 
bought experienced good quality 
players. We picked up Traja (pear- 
ly 300 games), Kearton (13 yrs in 
England), Carbone (3 yrs in quali- 
ty Perth team), Alagich (130 
games), all quality, 

You can’t rely on local young- 
Sters all the time, otherwise we 
wouldn’t be where we are today 
(near the top). That is no disre- 
spect to them, but you cannot man- 
ufacture experience overnight; 
they will learn (off the experienced 
blokes) and hopefully we will 
find/create a young star. 


“Fernando (Rech) is a quality player.” 


"NO ONE 
CALLED 
E OVER 


FRANCE 
GAME’ 


~ Foxe fume 


ayden Foxe has virtually 
Hersttcestarinte 

footballing wilderness. 
But now, at long last, the Aussie 
defender is hoping that his 
Hammers’ career is finally 
about to come bounding out of 
the outback, 

And after facing the added dis- 
appointment of being axed from 
the Socceroos’ squad to face world 
champions France, Hayden is now 

ssperate to turn the remainder of 
ampaign into a personal cru- 

sade to return to Japan for next 
summer's World Cup finals. 

“We've got 28 Premiership 
matches left and at the end of it my 
aim is to go to the 2002 World 
Cup,” he exclusively tells 
Hammers News Magazine just 24 
hours after returning victorious 
from Ipswich Town. “I just love it 
at West Ham, You can train all you 
‘want but you can’t beat playing 
week-in, week-out on a Saturday 
or Sunday afternoon and I feel the 
same thing towards Australia. If 
‘We manage to qualify then I want 
to be there.” 

Minutes after the final whistle 
blew on his first start of the sea- 
son, Foxe received glowing praise 

“from manager Glenn Roeder. 

“It’s unfair to single people out, 
but Hayden Foxe and Scott Minto 
came into the side under great 
pressure, yet they fully played 
their parts," enthused the 
Hammers’ boss after finally break- 
ing his awayday duck with that all 
important 3-2 win at Portman 
Road. 

“Yeah, we've had a really good 
week after winning three out of 
three and picking up nine points. 
It's proved to be a really big seven- 
day turnaround after the Everton 
and Blackburn results.” replies 
Foxe who, as a second half substi- 
tute at Ewood Park, reckons that 
the Rovers’ rampage might, with 
hindsight, just have proved to be a 
bizarre tonic. 

“Maybe it was better to get 
flogged 7-1 because it gave us the 
kick in the guts that we needed. 
We were only 3-1 down when I 
came on at half-time and we still 
had a lifeline. For those first 15 
minutes after the break we were all 
over Blackburn and if we'd have 


taken our chances and got one 
goal, we'd have been right back in 
it. 

“Then Tomas Repka got sent 
off, we copped a fourth immedi- 
ately afterwards and the wheels 
suddenly fell off. The discipline 
went throughout the whole team. 

“Looking back, if we had only 
lost 3-1, we could simply have 
made a few excuses and brushed 
jay defeat under the car- 
impossible to do that 
after losing 7-1! 

“At Upton Park the crowd play 
a big part but when we travel it’s 
still the same size pitch, the same 
round ball and the same players. 
There shouldn’t be any difference, 
should there?” frowns the puzzled 
24-year-old as he tries to fathom 
out the stark contrast between 
Hammers’ home and away form. 

“Perhaps, we've been too 
relaxed. Perhaps, at times, we just 
haven't worked hard enough. Sure 
there will always be days when 
you lose your touch and things 
don’t go right, but you can never, 
ever stop running and trying. 
Apart from injury, nothing should 
stop you from doing that. 

“As it happened, although the 
Blackburn result was one that 


Hayden Foxe: Unimpressed with his treatment over France friendly international. 


everyone would like to forget, it 
actually gave us a new grit and 
determination to work even harder 
and, as we saw, the players imrfie- 
diately responded with three 
straight wins, 

“Outside, people were looking 
closely at our away form but back 
in the dressing room before the 
Ipswich game the boys had made 
me feel really confident because 
they had already got those good 
results with the wins over 


Southampton and Chelsea. 

“After those victories everyone 
was in a really good mood and we 
believed that we could get a result 
at Ipswich if we could show the 
same sort of determination and 
commitment. We believed we. 


could nick a few goals and get a 
result and that's exactly what hap- 


pened,” continues Foxe whose 
start against the spluttering Tractor 
Boys came at the expense of the 
suspended Repka - an addition to 
the squad he readily welcomes. 

“Mate, you have to say that 
Tomas is top drawer. He’s settled 
in well. Okay, as you'd expect his 
English isn't the best right now, 
but he knows what we're talking 
about. He’s solid, he’s got a good 
character and although it's never 
hard at West Ham, he gets on with 
everyone at the club.” 

And like the rest of the squad, 
the Sydney-born stopper is quick 
to praise his new boss, too. 

“Glenn Roeder has brought a 
good atmosphere to the club and 
hopefully this is just the start of 
things to come. 

“Tt was Harry who had original- 
ly brought me to West Ham and 
although I was a little bit disap- 
pointed when he left, to be honest 
Thadn’t really had a great deal to 
do with him. 

“Harry had his style of playing 
and running things and that was 
his way. It wasn't right, it wasn’t 
wrong but now Glenn's moved up 
and taken over and started to 
change things for the better. 

“The game's moved on a lot in 
recent times and as a younger 
manager he’s brought in nutrition- 
ists, sports psychologists and fit- 
ness trainers. This science thing is 
all very Australian and I’m all for 
it. 

“Even if these things help to 
improve your game by, say, just 
two per cent then it’s gotta be bet- 
ter than staying as we were. 

“It’s going to take time for 
Glenn to change things completely 
but what you've read in the papers 
about him being under pressure 
and everything is all b******s, As 


players we've been right behind 
him from the very start. 

“From my viewpoint, Glenn 
was als a central defender, so 1 
can pick things up off him and all 
the other players. 

“T'm still only young and I've 
still got a lot to learn. Reni®tnber, I 
haven’t even made ten 
Premiership appearances yet.” 

After seeing last season all but 
written off by the seemingly end- 
less wait for a post-marriage work 
permit that did not allow him to 
make his Hammers’ debut against 
Everton until the end of March, 
Hayden was certainly hoping for a 
clean break this time around. But 
when he painfully entangled a fin- 
ger in a team-mate’s jersey in a 
freak training accident just days 
before the start of the campaign, it 
definitely wasn’t what he had in 
mind, 

“Tt was a spiral fracture which 
meant the bone had twisted right 
around and it needed to be pinned. 
At first, I thought I'd just dislocat- 
ed the joint and so I tried to put it 
back into place on my own but, in 
fact, I was just pulling and tugging 
a broken bone,” he says after try- 
ing some. Do-It-Yourself surgery. 
“People wondered why I was out 
of action for so long but I just 
couldn't risk doing anything with 
it. If I'd have got a knock on it, 
fallen, or got hit by a ball it would 
have broken again and I'd have 
been out for another three to six 
months. And, more importantly, I 
would have lost the use of the fin- 
ger for life. For the sake of just six 
weeks there was just no decision to 
make, was there? 

“That break was the last thing T 
needed but these things happen,” 
he says philosophically after also 
battling back from career-threaten- 


answ &) 


ing foot injuries sustained at Ajax 
and Arminia Bielefeld during his 
early days in Europe. 

“You've gotta stay focused, 
committed and positive. That's 
exactly how I've dealt with it and 
after suffering much bigger prob- 
Jems in Holland and Germany you 
lea to cope with the little ones 
far more easily.” 

As well as missing the start of 
the season, that unlucky break also 
cost Foxe his international place 
for his country's prestigious — 
albeit controversial - friendly 
against Frahce~in Melbourne on 
November 11th, 

“['m utterly disappointed 
because I’ve always honoured 
Australia and this is the first time 
that I've missed out,” he says after 
being ignored by Socceroos’ 
coach Frank Farina, “No-one’s 
telephoned me to tell me why and 
that’s equally disappointing. 
Obviously, I realise that I haven’t 
been playing but they still could 
have taken a few minutes to speak 
to me about it. 

“T’'m Australian and I’m always 
proud to play for my country. 
Whenever I get called up, I go 
back home and at times I’ve even 
put my club career in doubt 
because of it. One quick call isn’t 
asking too much.” As the 
European-based French and 
Australian players contemplate a 
gruelling 12,000-mile trip Down 
Under, Foxe’s omission from the 
home squad is unlikely to see too 
many tears shed by the Upton Park 
hierarchy. 

“Tt would have begw a tough 
trip,” admits Hayden who took his 
new French bride Fabienne back 
home in the summer to meet his 
family. 

“That 24-hour flight really takes 
it out of you and at the end of it all 
there’s an 11-hour time difference 
to contend with. You play, you fly 
straight back home and then it 
takes a week to get back into nor- 
mal sleeping mode, 

“Sure, I can understand the frus- 
trations of the various clubs 
involved because some of them 
are losing their top players, 

“All I'd say is that they know 
what they’re taking on when they 
sign an Australian player and they 
also know that they'll lose them at 
certain times during the year.” 

Hayden may have missed out 
this time around, but with his trou- 
bles hopefully firmly behind him, 
a sustained run in the Hammers’ 
side will surely see him 
boomerang his way back into 
international contention, < 

First up, though, he must forget 
about the Far East and concentrate 
on helping to continue the West 
Ham revival in the near east, 

“T hope that people don’t expect 
us to win every single bloody 
game from now on!” he says 
stamping an instant reality check 
on the eastenders’ expectancy lev- 
els. 

“The confidence is certainly 
here at West Ham and now we're 
both defending as a unit and work- 
ing hard as a team. 

“We've always had a good spir- 
it in the squad and it’s amazing 
what a few wins can do for your 
morale. 

“Hopefully, we've now reached 
a turning point as a team and, per- 
sonally, if I can keep my place in 
the side and play well, then I'll get 
my international spot back, too.” 
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Kevin Muscat (second left): Almost marred the France 


friendly with his tackle on Christophe Dugarry. 


WHAT A THRILLER! 


Dear Sir, 

T was one of those Soccer fans 
that went to the MCG on the 
11.11.2001, no the rain didn’t keep 
me away, It was a great game, 

If it’s played again next Sunday 
in the same conditions, ’'d would 
be there again, 

However, for all the people 
watching the game, goals do. It’s 
goal that count. 


Now before I close this letter. 1 
hope that Soccer Australia, saw 
the game, and will do something 
about referee Simon Micallef. 

Mr nice guy? If that wasn’t a 
penalty OnJohn Aloisi then Simon 
Micallef needs an eye test. 

J. Muscat, 
Melbourne. VIC. 


WHY IS NSW 
DUMPING U16s? 


Dear Sir, 

I have recently sent emails to 
Soccer NSW asking why they do 
not want an U/16 competition, 
and I’m still awaiting a reply, 
Isn’t it amazing to think that 
along with all of the other dis- 
tractions that persuade young 
boys at the age of 15 -16 (eg) 
girls, cars, beach etc., that 
Soccer NSW is also giving these 
kids more reason to leave the 
game. 

They are kicking out some 
very promising boys because 
they don’t want an U/16 compe- 
tition. 

Many 15 year-olds are now 
required to compete with boys a 
year or more older in order to be 
selected for an U/17 team for 
next season, 

Boys of this age group vary in 
their physical and mental devel- 
opment, some are still quite 
young, others like grown men 


with moustaches — If trialling 
wasn’t tough enough. 

Some promising lads may be 
lost to the game forever, a situa- 
tion the game in Australia can ill 
afford. 

Did you know that in the UK 
Premier League clubs such as 
Arsenal, Tottenham, West Ham 
etc, have an U/16 and U/17 com- 
petition. 

Can some one please explain 
why Soccer NSW chooses to 
know better, as there are a lot of 
Soccer parents and kids who 
cant get a good reason and as a 
result either have to go back to 
park Soccer or enter another 
sport after parents have invested 
not only a lot of time but also a 
Jot money in the sport and devel- 
opment programs etc. 

Please wake up Soccer NSW 
and smell the roses!! 

Peter Crouch 
Central Coast, NSW 


Dear Sir, 

We watched the Socceroos and 
French sides last week and were 
thrilled with the game. 

However, Channel 7 destroyed 
a very good game with 
Commercials every 10 minutes, it 
was an absolute disgrace, of 
course their sneaky little methods 
are obvious, get pay TV and watch 
C7. I find it depressing that we are 


C7’s Killjoy antics at MCG 


constantly having pressure from 
the greedy end of town. When we 
did watch the game we had the 
absolute dribble from Paul Wade. 

KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK, 
saying they should do this, or 
Frank should tell them at half- 
time...it was pathetic. 

And Paul, I’m sick of people 
like you who constantly make 
Australian Soccer a negative. 


Get rid of Muscat now 


Dear Sir, 

In the recent Australia vs 
France Soccer game, it was a wise 
decision to remove Muscat, and it 
would be a much more wiser idea 
to never select him again. 

He is not only a coarse player, 
but a dirty vicious one, who is 
indifferent, and even finds himself 


Paul Okon: Showing 
leadership. 


Dear Sir, 
I fully support Mr Joe 


entire age group of 16 
year-olds are left without 


justified in what he is doing! 

I remember against Hungary in 
Budapest, (under Terry Venables), 
Muscat made a pure Rugby tackle 
to stop an attack (see the film). 

As he does not have the intelli- 
gence to understand, that the idea 
behind the game is to outplay each 
other. 


Dear Sir, 

I am writing about the feud 
between Paul Okon and Paul 
Wade. 

Wade captained the Socceroos 
for six years, and has put in all the 
experience in the world as 
Channel 7’s main Soccer commen- 
tator. It’s about time someone 
stood up to Paul Wade because he 
is always criticising the way the 
Socceroos play. 

He was never the perfect player 
so why does he criticise so much. 

Sometimes on Soccer Central 


Gatt’s of Smithfield, Virtually an opportunity to 
recent letter concerning play Youth League Soccer. 
the farce thatis going onat To have a league of U/13, 
present in the guise of U/I14, U/IS and U/I7 is an 
U/17_ Youth League absolute joke and a dis- 
Soccer. grace, 
Can anyone in the NSW Just who are the “face- 
Soccer Federation please less" people responsible 
explain what possible ben- for the ludicrous decision olds in 
efit to Junior and to change the age groups 


Australian Soccer in gen- 


in Youth League. Is it the 


16 players. 


vast majority of U/I7 
Youth League teams have, 
at the most, chosen 2 or 3 
of next season 16 years 
their 
squad of 15 or 


And when that moment does 
arrive, Muscat uses violence 
because the psychopath, which he 
is, cannot admit to defeat. 

So as in the past, present and in 
the future, Muscat will always be 
the one who will tarnish the game. 

Robert Marton, 
Tingalpa, QLD. 


when I watch it he acts like a 
“clown” on the show as he’s 
always jumping around. 

Every time he talks he’s either 
baggingea Socceroo or bagging 
Soccer Australia. As he has been 
captain of the Socceroos he should 
be encouraging the Soccer in 
Australia. bod 

I thank Paul Okon for standing 
up to him. Where is the loyalty 
Wadey? On the Sunday night 
when they ugly incident occured 
with Duggary and Muscat, Wade 
from the sidelines said there was 


Age Grade Soccer in NSW 


there is NO provision for 
the coaches of U/17 teams 
to pick a required number 
of next years sixteen years 
olds in their squads. 

‘The end result is that the 


games, 


future of 


quite often fails to have 
black and white referees, 
indeed it is quite common 
for a parent to officiate 


Surely, players in their 
mid to late teens are the 
Australian 
Soccer. So why is an entire 
age group of sixteen years 
olds with talent 
and skill denied 
the chance to 


What's even worse Paul, is your 
comments are“tepeated by so- 
called Sports Reporters who have 
probably never seen, or played the 
game in their lives. 

You might haye been a good 
player once, hut commentator you 
are not. It’s about time you lifted 
your game or retire, 

Mrs C. Montgomery, 
Loftus, NSW. 


Kevin Muscat: Australian 
defender. 


THE WAR OF THE PAULS 


nothing wrong with that tackle. 
Muscat nearly broke the guys 
knee, for God’s sake! 

What was Paul Wade thinking? 
The best Commentator Soccer has 
had would have to be Greg Blake 
who just goes“ibout his business. 

I praise what Paul Okon has 
done. He has shown leadership. If 
any one screws around with his 
teammates they will cop it. So 
Wadey Relax brother, Carn the 
Socceroos... Ciao 

Burim Suleimani, 
Dandenong, VIC. 


reinstate the 16 year age 
group in Youth League for” 
season 2002? * 

T urge the many, rfiany 
parents of these young 
men left in limbo to write 
to- the NSW Soccer 
Federation and Soccer 
Australia to voice your 
concerns. Surely can’t 
these “illuminaries” in 
their glass castles see the 
folly of their decision? It’s 


To ee 


If it is, then what gives 
these people, who in the 
main are not democratical- 
ly elected by members of 
their club, the right to 
determine that an entire 
age group of sixteen year 
olds are to be turned away 
from the game they love 
playing. 

In the current U/17 
Youth League structure 


saying that these 
outcasts can go 
and play park 
Soccer for a sea- 
son. The stark 
reality is that most boys 
will cease to play at all and 
that park Soccer for 16 
year olds does nothing to 
further a player’s potential 
and progression. Park 
Soccer in these age groups 


eral when virtually an various Youth League It is of no use play Youth not too late to rectify ‘this 
Hi Club Secretaries of the federation or |; |Le ag ue _ injustice and to see that 
Presidents? club officials | Soccer? It _ sanity and justice prevails. 


| defies logic. A 


j gross injustice 
y has been perpe- 
trated upon a 
WHOLE GEN- 
ERATION of next seasons 
16 year old Soccer players. 
Does someone in the 
NSW Federation have the 
guts and Integrity to show 
some leadership and just 
play commonsense and 


If nothing happens 
(which wouldn’t surprise 
me), then it is upon the 
heads of those “faceless” 
few in power that virtually 
an entire 16 years age 
‘group has been given the 
flick. 
Isn’t it being Australian 
to give everyone a fair go! 
Michael Ainsworth, 
Edensor Park, NSW. 


ABSW (8) 


By Allan Crisp 


Se Australia will be jumping and 
)jiving next year when it celebrates its 
Centenary of Soccer. Negotiations 
already are underway for an impressive 
program of interstate matches to highlight 
SA’s coming of age, 

Victoria, Queensland, Western 
Australia, New South Wales and the ACT 
have been approached to visit Adelaide to 


Interstate series 


help share in the spirit of the big occasion. 

History tells us that South Australia’s 
first interstate game was against Western 
Australia, so the early planning is to 
recreate that match on March 10, 2002 at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

A month earlier, two Japanese club- 
sides will arrive to play South Australia as 
they begin their pre-J League season 
preparations. A spectacular Premier and 
State League launch and a gala Centenary 
of Soccer Dinner will herald the festivi- 
ties, 

‘The sporting public of the state will be 
able to mark the occasion by purchasing 
(via the SASF website), limited edition 
merchandise that will carry the commem- 
orative centenary logo. 

State coach Mike Barnett will call his 
squad into action this week to begin its 
busy schedule of interstate and friendly 
matches. 

‘The 24-man squad: Corey Artone, Sam 
Barbaro, Michael Brooks, Lachlan 
Campbell, Ric Cerrachio, Nathan Day, 
Duane Dobson, Marcin Kierno, Robbie 


Michael Brooks: Blue Eagles’ star striker, who may lead the SA side 
as skipper. 


Matosevic, Daniel Menechella, Ben 
Moore, Ryan Moore, Jamie Perin, Paul 
Pezos, Rick Piotroski, Michael Pirone, 
Lee Robertson, Frank Sergi, Jason 
Trimboli, Jim Tsekinis, George Tsonis, 
Jun Udagawa, Aaron Westervelt, Mark 
Yates, 

Blue Eagles prolific goal grabber 
Michael Brooks, who led the State team 
against visiting Olympic Games team 
opposition in 2000, is expected to again 
Wear the captain’s arm-band. 

Eleven of the squad have had NSL 
experience — Brooks, Artone, Campbell, 
Cerracchio, Day, Perin, Pezos, Pirone, 
Westervelt, Yates and former NSL Under 
21 Player of the Year winner, Tsekinis. 

Ex-Port Lion coach Jim Katabatsos has 
been appointed assistant to Barnett, 

The State team manager is Denis 
Harlow, trainer, Peter Duke, gear manag- 
er, Joe Janko and team doctor, Dr Tom 
Mittiga. 


SILLY SEASON 
Ihe Premier League and State League 
off-season is aptly known as the 

“Silly Season,” 

During the recess, no player still under 
contract to a club can legally sign for 
another club. But, that does not stop the 
wheeling and dealing taking place in big 
chunks. 

If just half of the rumour mill is spin- 
ning in the right direction, this off-season 
has been the most active for many a 
moon. Newly promoted Birkalla was 
expected to be the front runner in snap- 
ping up new talent, but fellow promotion 
winners, Para Hills Knights looks to be 
stealing the early thunder. 

‘The Knights already have lured Mark 
Yates, Jason Trimboli and Charles Marwe 
away from the Modbury Jets and the lat- 
ter’s coach, Duane Gray is not impressed 

And Birkalla defender Kurt Wilkinson 
also has decided to join the Modbury trio 
at The Paddocks, 

Meanwhile, talented Croydon Kings 
pair, Jamie Perin and Michael Pirone 
‘were expected to head to Birkalla, but 
have since decided to link up with 
Premier League champions, the Blue 
Eagles. 


PIRATES AHOY 


ig changes are under way at Port 

‘Adelaide Lion Soccer Club 
Incorporated. 

Senior coach Jim Karabatsos has 


marks Soccer centenary 


Nathan Day: Also part of the SA state side. 


decided to stand down because of 
increased business pressures and to 
accept the post as assistant coach to SA 
squad mentor, Mike Barnett. 

Frank Pasquini, who was deputy coach 
to Greg Kalinovic at Campbelltown City 
for three seasons, has stepped into the 
major coaching role at Port Lion. 

But, not only has the Bthelton club 
changed coaches, but it has informed the 
SASF that, as of next season, it wishes to 
drop its Port Adelaide Lion name in 
favour of the new tag, “Pirates.” 

Club secretary, Gene Lomman 
explained, “As you are probably aware 
we are known as Port, Lion, Port-Lion, 
Port Adelaide Lion and Pirates. This as 
you can imagine, confuses many people 
as to our true identity. 

“In an effort to alleviate this problem, 
and to better market our club we have 
decided that it would be of benefit to us to 
be known simply as “PIRATES” there- 
fore, in future for media releases, adver- 
tising, league tables etc. we should be list- 


MISSING SOCCER CANBERRA MAN 
FOUND IN MELBOURNE 


By Graham Cooke 


occer Canberra’s coaching 
and development officer, 
Tony Buesnel, is back in the 
National Capital five weeks after 
his sudden and unexplained dis- 
appearance, chief executive Alan 
lee said. 
His return follows a chance 


encounter in Melbourne where Lee 
was attending the Socceroos’ friendly 
match with France, 

“T just ran into him on the street and 
immediately arranged for him to 
check into an hotel,” Lee said. “The 
next day we talked and I persuaded 
him to return to Canberra. 

“All I want to say about it is that 
Tony has been ill, and the efforts of 
Soccer Canberra will now be directed 


towards helping him recover his 
health and getting him back on his 
feet again.” 

He said Buesnel would probably 
return to Brisbane where he has a 
support base. He will not resume 
duties with Soccer Canberra. 

“We will be advertising the position 


progress of ACT teams. 


Lee said the Soccer Canberra car 
the official was driving at the time had 
been recovered. The police had been 
informed and -were no longer 


about to return from the National 
Junior Championships in Sydney 
where he had been monitoring the 


ed as “Pirates” 
“Officially the club is 
still Port Adelaide Lion 
Soccer Club 
Incorporated, as it has 
been now for nine years 
and this will remain the 
case,” Lomman said. 


DRAFT 
DRAW 


ive groups of four 

teams have been list- 
ed in the draft draw. for 
the 2002 Summer Soccer 
Series to kick-off on 
January 19. 
Group A: Blue Eagles, 
Cumberland, Birkalla, 
Cobras 
Group B: White City, 
Adelaide City, Raiders, 
Hills Hawks 
Group C: Noarlunga, 
Pirates, Playford 
Patriots, Olympic FC 
Group D: Enfield, 
Campbelltown, 
Panthers, Western 
Strikers 
| Group E: Para Hills, 
Modbury, Metro Stars, 
= Croydon Kings 

Matches are scheduled 

for Hindmarsh Stadium, 
Marden Complex, Camden Reserve, 
Gepps Cross, The Paddocks, Golden 
Grove, Pirate Park, Wilf Taylor Reserve, 
Newton, Rushworth Reserve and Polonia 
Reserve. 

‘The series final is scheduled for March. 


— 
shortly," Lee said. involved. ae s ae 
Buesnel disappeared on October 8 “As far as we are concerned the  * Steve Doszpot: Soccer Canberra 
after calling the office to say he was _ matter is closed,” he said. boss. 
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HORVAT GOES OUT ON A HIGH 


By Royiay, 


eclonmg-born 
Socceroo defender 
Steve Horvat has a 


chance to end his career on 
the highest possible note by 
helping Australia qualify 
for the World Cup in 
Japan and South Korea 
next year, 

Though he didn’t feature 
in the team which played 
world champion France at 
the MCG penultimate 
Sunday, he still has to stake a 
claim for a shirt in the quali- 
fying matches against the 
fifth-placed team in South 
America over the next two 
weeks, 

Horvat is the only home 
based player to make Soccer 
coach Frank Farina’s final 
squad and he has a huge task 
in stepping up from matches 
against fellow-Geelong play- 
er Kris Trajanoyski or South 
Melbourne’s Peter Buljan to 
face David Trezeguet of 
Juventus or — Arsenal's 
Sylvain Wiltord, 


Australia vs France showdown. 


Steve Horvat (right) with Socceroos coach, Frank Farina (left) and Soccer Australia chairman lan Knop prior to the 


5 others 
out injured 


By Bert van Bedaf 


outh Melbourne are 

now down to the 

bare threads after 
losing six senior players 
through injury. 

Coach Eddie Krneevic is 
tesigned to playing young- 
sters as he did against 
Northern Spirit in Week 6. 
“There's nothing else we 
can do,” South president 


Paul Trimboli 


George Vasiloponlos said, The Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne captain umbJed out of the top six 
Paul Trimboli missed 


penultimate Friday, going 


“My experience will help 
me. Remember I have been 
there before. A young player 
might be oyerawed, but I 
know what needs to be 
done,” he said last week. 

He used the previous 
Friday night’s local derby 
clash between the 
Melbourne Knights and 
South Melbourne as final 
preparation for Sunday’s 
game. “It was a local derby 
and players were flying in, It 
was perfect preparation for 
France,” he said. Horvat put 
in a man-of-the-match per- 
formance, including scoring 
the only goal with a header 
and coming close to repeat- 
ing that in the last minute of 
play with another which 
shaved a post. 

But will he make the start- 
ing line-up, given that fellow 
defenders Kevin Muscat, 
Tony Popovic, Craig Moore 
and Tony Vidmar are all 
playing with top clubs over- 
seas? 

“Tt all comes down to 
Frank’s (Farina) thinking. 
‘The others may be playing at 


that level all the time, but we 
are all pushing for selection”. 

Horvat has been heavily 
involved, as the only local 
player, in the negotiations 
‘over payment to the players 
for the upcoming matches. 
He is determined to main- 
tain the confidentiality of the 
proceedings, but like all 
those involved is keen to see 
the issue settled urgently so 
players can concentrate on 
what needs to be done on the 
field. 

How did he see the match 
against France? “The French 
did not have a lot of time to 
prepare for the game. They 
only arrived on Thursday 
and this affected their perfor- 
mance a bit. Remember we 
are all playing for World Cup 
places, while they were here 
to play a friendly match. 

They too have great pride 
in playing for their country, 
but there was ‘more at stake 
for the Australians. It was an 
amazing occasion”, he said. 

“The media seem to for- 
get at times that this is all 
about qualification for the 


World Cup. They got too 
much sidetracked into the 
game against France. But 
this is all for the World Cup”, 

How would you compare 
playing against the fifth squad. 
placed South American 

. team with the games against 
Tran last time? 

“Tt is likely to be even 
harder. The South American 
qualifiers have been very 
even, apart from Argentina. 
The standard in South 
America may not be as high 
as four years ago, but play- 
ing the second leg away will 
be tough”. 


get us over the line”, he con- 
cluded. His physical and 
mental commitment to the 
task in hand is palpable when 
you talk to Geelong's. 
Socceroo defender and you 
sense that he is not prepared 
to let this opportunity for 
soccer immortality slip away. 


replacements, 


Sunday’s home game 
against Parramatta Power 
and might miss more than a 
month because of a knee 

So can Australia do it? injury. 
“Most of the players were 
involved and have memories 
of four years ago. There is 
tremendous spirit in this 


The midfielder injured Last 
his knee against Northern 
Spirit and had a scan last 
week. South might also be 


South are bottom last on 
the NSL ladder and there’s 
little relief in sight. It is one 
of the worst starts to a sea- 
son for South, who are not 
only severely depleted but 
also low on funds to attract 


down 3-1 to Marconi 
Stallions, They visited 
Perth Glory on ‘Saturday 
night and as always had a 
tough welcome. / 

season’s finals 
clashes between the two 
sides are well documented. 
The Knights dufnped Perth 


We know how important Without Peter Buljan whois out of the finals race, while 
this is, We have skill as well having.ascan for asuspect- cantain-coach Andrew 
as commitment and this will ed broken jaw. Marth was sent off for a 


foul on 
Despotoyski. 

This season top team 
Glory are heading towards 
their long-awaited national 
title, while the Knights are 
a modest side, 


Bobby 


VILLA BECKONS AT TIATTO 


ANNY Tiatto has revealed 
that he will be holding talks 
with Manchester City offi- 
cials at the end of January, next 
year with the possibility of making 


a move back to the English 
Premiership. 

‘The petite midfielder is believed to 
have attracted the interest of Aston 
Villa in a bid to strengthen their title 


Danny Tiatto: Attracting interest from English premiership sides. 
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challenge which has already seen 
them occupy the top position in the 
11-week-old season, 

Tiatto was one of the few bright 
lights for City in their relegation from 
The Premiership last season, as his 
performances down the left side of 
defence or midfield, eared him rave_ 
reviews. 

Villa boss John Gregory had been 
linked with a move for him at the end 
of last season, as Tiatto is desperate to 
play in The Premiership once again. 

Manchester City manager, Kevin 
Keegan is also believed to be interest- 
ed in Croatian winger, Robert Jarni, 
and that could spell the end for Tiatto, 
if the ex-England boss allows him to 
leave. e 

Gregory has seen his team start 
well this season but realises he cannot 
sit back and is looking to further rein- 
force the side while they are ina good 
position. 

Tiatto remains a favourite with the 
Manchester City fans and would like 
fo return to the top flight with them 
but,the side’s defensive frailities this 
season is already threatening their 
promotion hopes and a move to Villa 
could be the wiser alternative for 
Tiatto. 


Inspirational McLaren 
spearheads 
new look Strikers 


By Glenn Davis 


r | Whe Brisbane Strikers were said to 
have a leaky defence not plugged 
after the retirement of former 

stalwart Glenn Gwynne. 

Well after six matches, the Brisbane 
Strikers remain unbeaten and have con- 
ceded just four goals with the second best 
for-and-against record in the competition. 

Much of the Strikers’ improvement has 
been attributed to the off-season purchases 
of experienced players by coach John 
Kosmina including goalkeeper Jason 
Kearton. 

However, the rock of Gibraltar at the 
back remains skipper Stu McLaren who 
celebrated his 102nd national league game 
in the Strikers’ come from behind 2-1 win 
over Parramatta Power in Sydney penulti- 
mate Friday. 

At just 26, McLaren, who eventually 
wants to coach after his playing days are 
over, could not be happier with the 
Strikers’ reincarnation in the National 
League this season, 

He rated the move to full-time profes- 
sionalism as a huge step forward, which 
has allowed the players and Kosmina, to 
fully devote their time and energy on win- 
ning football matches. 

“The step to professionalism had to 
happen and was the right moye by the 
Club’s management. If you look at the 
trend of football in Australia these days, 
most clubs are moving to full time profes- 


sionalism and it’s these full time clubs like 
Perth Glory that are at the top of the tree. 

“There’s a long way to go although it’s 
shorter season this year, but we'll all be 
disappointed if we don’t at least make the 
Top Six.” 

McLaren was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland and moved to Australia as a 
young boy with Brisbane his first port of 
call. 

McLaren’s early football years were 
spent with Capalaba and Mt Gravatt in 
Brisbane before ultimately he was forced 
to move with his family to Rockhampton 
in Central Queensland. 

While playing for the Berserker Club in 
‘Rocky’, McLaren linked up with former 
Brisbane Strikers teammate Jeromy Harris 
before moving to the AIS after accepting a 
two-year scholarship. 

Tt was in Canberra where he struck 
another friendship with another former 
Strikers’ player, ‘keeper Clint Bolton. 

McLaren jumped at the opportunity to 
play for Wollongong Wolves in the 
National League before heading back to 
Scotland for a two-year stint with Sterling 
Albion and a brief stint in Asia. 

McLaren had always been regarded as. a 
defender but at Sterling Albion he was 
used as a striker, a position he later played 
when he first joined the Strikers. 

“My style of play quite suited the 
Scottish game up front and I enjoyed it,” 
he said, 

McLaren’s versatility was quickly 
utilised by Kosmina resulting in the then 


23-year-old claiming the Strikers’ “Golden 
Boot’ award with seven goals. 

Kosmina bestowed the captaincy on 
McLaren in 1999 and shuffled the 
Scotsman back into defence, a move that 


has finally found him his niche in the 


Strikers. 


Stuart McLaren: Strikers’ inspiring captain. 


Phillips plans shake-up 
at Olympic Sharks 


GARY PHILLIPS: 
Olympic Shark’s coach. 


lympic Sharks’ 

Head Coach Gary 

Phillips is resigned 
to the fact that he must 
make some important deci- 
sions and changes so as not 
to be left behind. 

In penultimate —_ last 
Saturday’s week match 
against Newcastle, Phillip 
witnessed another occasion 
this season, upon where his 
young troops dominated a 
match yet failed to take max- 
imum points. Gary outlined 
to ABSW the main points to 
come out of the match: _ 

The Result: “We domi- 
nated for 45mins, but unfor- 
tunately its not good enough 
to win football games”. 

The Goal: “We lost con- 
centration on one occasion; 
got caught flatfooted; per- 
haps inexperience, perhaps 
fatigue, perhaps just a wrong 
decision to dive in and not 
stay on your feet. 

The hardest thing in the 
game is to make the right 
decision at the right time, it 
can only come with experi- 
ence. So hopefully we will 
learn from that and move 
on”, 

The Pitch: “Its an indict- 
ment on the game; maybe 
I'm living in a glass house 
and throwing stones being 
from Toyota Park, but its 
really sad to think that some- 
where between Gosford and 
Northern NSW, they can’t 
come up with a decent 
ground. 

The fans are the obvious 
ones that are going to miss- 


Halpin and Blagojevic, play- 
ers that can play, were unable 


The Play: You get more 
and more frustrated every 
time you get forward and you 
don’t score a goal. In the end 
your confidence wanes. 

I don’t care if you're Greg 
Norman or Pat Rafter, you 
can’t achieve results without 
confidence, and that’s start- 
ing to show in some areas. 
We need to be a little bit 
more patient, and keep work- 
ing at it. 

‘The Playmaker: “Halpin 
did a lot of work and tried 
hard, for 45mins he was out- 
standing, but he needs to get 
himself in some shape, he 
hasn’t trained for two weeks 
and it obyiously showed 
tonight. He has had back 
problems, he needs to recoy- 
er from that firstly, we're try- 
ing to nurse him through and 
just hopefully it heals in 
time, but Troy is only at 
50%”. 

Dominating: “Pondeljak 
& Carle did well, but every- 
one was brilliant in patches 
only! We need to sustain it 
for the whole match. We 
were brilliant for 20m 
against Spirit and scored 3 
goals. 

Last week against 
Parramatta, brilliant again 
for the first 30 min but faded 
away. We need to sustain it 
for 90mins and until we do, 
we are not going to win any- 
thing. 

Positional Changes: 
“Lindsay (Wilson), wasn’t as 
affective down the wing, per- 
haps it was my fault, I’ve 


TROY HALPIN: 
Olympic’s playmaker. 
played him out wide right; 
the ground didn’t help and 
the young lad (Joey 
Schrippa) did a pretty good 

job on him. 

2nd flalf Fade: Is it psy- 
chological or fitness? Both, 
they go hand in hand. If your 
not fit, your going to lose 
your concentration. 

Perhaps we suffer a little ~ 
bit at times due to inexperi- 
ence. In this game, when we 
should have got tighter and 
forced him backwards, we let 
Travis Dodd tum. 

The Review: We need to 
look at the video. We have 
got a lot of work to do. 

The Missing Players: . 
“Ante Juric is back midweek, 
Wayne Shroj and Greg Owen, 
back in two weeks”. 

Toyota Park: “At this 
stage we hope it'll be right in 
four weeks time”. 

The Belief: “We can only 
get better. We have outplayed 
every team so far, no ques- 
tion about that. We have just 
got to get points so as not to 
put extra pressure on our- 
selves which we can’t afford 


: been playing him at stopper, _ so early in the season”. 
out. Players of the likes of this is the first time I've 
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NORTHERN DIVISION SOUTHERN DIVISION Bee 
Bulleen Zebras 2 Melbourne Knights Youth © 
KOUND 7 RESULTS ROUND 5 RESULTS ulleen Zebras caused the upset of the round by beating Melbourne Kalas 
NSWIS 1 Marconi Stallions Colts 0 Youth by two goals to nil at the Veneto Club on Sunday in Rou = 
63 F Southern Division. The first half was very even and scoreless, but a minute aie 
Wollongong "Wolves Youth 0 Sydney United Youth 1 oes pene 2 Melbourne Knights 9 | the break Bulleen took the lead through Lester McEvoy. A fieive wi 2 
a ") ‘ Uae Meron Po Phe) showers made conditions difficult for both teams but they stuck at it to peowlie= 
Marconi Stallions Youth 3. Northern Spirit Youth aj) || ees © ‘South Melbourne Eagles 4 | high standard performance ‘ 
se 14" 15°, Oricchio 82") (Catanzaro 44’) a pare Paul Presti made the points safe for Bulleen, crowning an excellent peau 
‘ ited Ye poe a b 2 3 for Bulleen wer & 
19°, Tsekenis 31’, Mart lence aps 2) | Albury Wodongs 1 Melboume Knights Ace-— “1 Sereee eee wecper Rober Sent cree ~ 
z kenents yMarin (Kevin Pretty) Fikret Husanovic} id AS 
5 ini : Xe | ? The win keeps Bulleen in third spot on the ladder and shows that the Sous 
oo a eee. © South Melbourne Institute v Green Gully Dirt rasrbe ioe orp ten fist ibend ess aareeres 
lies 38° 91’, Brown 86° 90°, Carrera | (Bob Jane Stadium, 7 pm) 
Bs | Albury Wodonga 1 Melbourne Knights Academy 1 
ACTAS 5 Brishane Toro 1] P WODUL FEF A Ps ury Wodonga Warriors and Melbourne Knights Academyrdrew 2 
Casey 9! 73', Cattanach 28', Spaleta 82’ (Rose 25°) Brunskill 89') | || South Melbourne 43141024 10 £} cones ae ee Ben souls ener an ingen 
Olympic Sharks Youth OS Fea 21 | South Melbourne Eagles Ac 43 0 1 Mh 7 9 | Sesion-lo fen mines Fikret Husanovic got avay down he wing nd sma 
y ) : a 
ROUND 7 L ADDER Jp Billeen-Zebras 4 3) 0 ee in Husanovie fireda shot which beat the keeper from a very mam 
Albury Wodonga PN Se he 6 7 ei alow 
P F A Pts ‘ 5 ta Kl Sire Ae fies Sa to use his pace to beat the defence, leaving him one-on-one ® 
)as 7 , t 0 4 3 a | felbourne Knights b +2105" “ph omens Pretty kept his cool and slotted in the equalizer, Ther 
a3 heer Melbourne Knights 4 4 
b arth eS ve ele Gren Gully Caviliad 4 1 0 3 1 6 3. J Sides had chances to win the game, but both defences were in excellen : 
i Power Youth LIA eae i a ae) : z 5 : ) tee eee form and there were no further goals, leaving the Warriors with a run - 
PES Sie O- ake 1A S10) 15 Preston Lions 0 a ee Oe cecinihine! 
Toh 31 aT | 
7 4 0 3 WH 2 ROUND 6 FIXTURES | Preston Lions 0 South Melbourne Eagles 4 
' CENTS A ap tee Melbourne Knights Youth v Preston Lions (K | Ss Melbourne Eagles Academy scored twice in each half in a fi = 
ay a a ee Green Gully v Bull | ver Preston ILicns at Connor Reserve: Edemar Garcia scored (inca aaa 
RIS ee 8 attah aa G: }| Rahim and David Puccio got the other goals. 
y arks Y 3 5 (Green Gully Reserve, 4 pm) | im and David B g 
} Olympic Sharks Youth Go 2 63 Ste S| Y Scie ie ee ee } The result was never really in doubt but Preston's youngsters continues! t tat 
N Spirit Youth heal Zaheer Sp esaiel South Melbourne Eagles v Albury Wodong tle away for the full ninety minuts 
"y United Colts 8 1 2 5 2 i (Bob Jane Stadium, 3.30 pm, i 
B Toro See a es F | South Melbourne Institute v Melbourne Ki South Melbourne Institute v Green Gully 
Y allions Colts Gh, Tol AG Se elie | (Bob Jane Stadium, 7 pr } (Match postponed until Monday 19th at 7 pm at Bob Jane Stadium 
= L : 


SAPPHIRES CRUSH 
VISION 10-0! 


NSW Sapphires take the outright lead at the end of 
Round Three play in the WNSL following their 
record-breaking 10-0 win Saturday, and Sunday’s 
aring of the points between former joint frontrun- 
ners Queensland Sting and Canberra Eclipse, 


ADELAIDE SENSATION 3 (Lisa De Vanna 
46+m, 47+m, Chichi May 86m) defeated NORTH- 
ERN NSW PRID 1 (Katie Gill 49m) at Weston Park, 


ation scored their first goals and first 
son with a 3-1 win over Northem 
NSW Pride. Northern enjoyed the better start to the 
me, bombing in plenty of crosses to keep the visit- 
¢ defence busy. Next, Sensation striker Lisa De 
came on off the bench for the injured Christie 
Lee Tsaoos and made an instant impact. A one-on- 
e chance with the keeper was sent wide by the 
sttalian striker 

mm’ goalkeeper Zoe Betteridge was then 
e floor by an Adelaide shot from a cor- 
ball rocketing into the keeper’s face. 
Adelaide showed no mercy, soon after netting 
loppage time before the break. 

cored both within one minute, netting 
sose ball after the keeper partied a Lia Augmeri 
from a Christina Papageorgiou cross, and then 
trol, turn and finish to convert an Augimeri 


d tot 


de’s Katie Gill then pulled one back four min- 
ter half-time with a clinical turn and shot, 
retaining her goal a week record. The Pride once 
ain went on the attack and put the pressure back on 
ensation defence. Northern were then forced to 
the last 20 minutes a player short when play- 
Amber Neilson was sent off for her second yel- 
. low card tackle. Four minutes from time, Adelaide 
sealed the win when Chichi May nailed a beautiful 
curling freekick from 30 metres. 

Pride - Betteridge (Carpenter 46), Ingles, Alley, 
Wilson (Shepherd 51), Stevens, Colthorpe, Amber 
Neilson, Attwill, McMinn (Aimie Neilson 60), Gill 
(Cooper 81), Crawford. 

Sensation - Trimboli, Yozzo, Burgess, May, Walsh 
(Hodge 67), Madden (Harrison 85), Salisbury, Stocco 
(Hinks 90), Papageorgiou, Tsacos (De Vanna 33), 
Augimeri. 
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Wilson, Munoz (Staniforth 76). 
Sting - Nichols, Nolan, Bartlett, Grant, Hottie 

(Mitchell 61), McShea (Cusack 77), Canham 

76), Ferguson, Harch, Tramacchi, Thomas. 


NSW SAPPHIRES 10 (Kelly Golébiowski Se 
57m, 73m, Joanne Peters 12m, Alicia Cava 
41m, Lisa Warrener 36m, Heather Garriock +S 
46+m, Nicole Kimber 66m) defeated VICTORIES 
VISION 0 at Valentine Sports Park, Sydney. 

See thigematch report in the NSW Premie 
section on page 23. 


WORLD PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR 


Will it be Mia Hamm (USA), Tiffeny 


nise female players with the estab 
of the FIFA Women’s World Player of the Y 
last week announced the above three as the te 


ard will be presented at the Fi 
Gala 2001 on 17 December i 
Seventy-two women’s National C 
their votes to FI 


Player 


Kelly Golebiowski (right): NSW Sapphires’ prolific striker who third on the goleadors’ chart. 


CANBERRA ECLIPSE 1 (Caitlin Munoz 13m) 
drew with QUEENSLAND STING 1 (Zoe Nolan 
92+m) at West Belconnen Leagues Club, Canberra 


game. The Sti 
tions and soon 


Queensland Sting snatched a stoppage time 
equaliser from the penalty spot for a 1-1 draw and a 
vital point from the better team on the day Canberra 
Eclipse. Canberra had taken the early lead when 
Caitlin Munoz converted an Amy Wilson cross. 
Eclipse continued to hold the upper hand, combining 
well all over the park, although much of the game was 
played out in the middle third of the park with both 
defences holding very firm. Long range efforts from 
Munoz, Peita-Claire Hepperlin, and Tal Karp, and 


Eclipse - Hartle 
Davies, Wainwri 


The dramatic episode became 


Starr, Boru 
P Hepperlin, Karp, Thomson, 


e box was handballed 
idgette Starr. The result ¥ 
and a penalty which was well 


their top three fer ers by 
- five points for the best, three points, and 
Coaches were not allowed to yote for pl 
their own country, 


A Ps 
is 
Queensland Sting 32 eae > 2a 
} Canberra Eclipse, Fey Ais Gee | 7 
| Adelaide Sensation abated > a 
Northem NSW-Prde 3°; =-3 3 12 @ 
| Victoria Vision 3 33,0 38 
Le 


LEADING 


+ Alicia CAVANAGH 


nski, Taylor, 


Queensland’s Zoe Nolan failed to find the mark. 


Canberra failed to double their lead soon after the 
break from the penalty spot, awarded when Munoz 
was fouled in the box after a neat ball from Sacha 
Wainwright. Amy Wilson’s first penalty attempt was 
saved but the referee ordered a retake, claiming the 
keeper had moved illegally. Sting goalkeeper Claire 
Nichols then saved the second penalty, before then 
making another brilliant save at point blank range on 
Wilson’s attempt to net the rebound. 
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ROUND 4 FIXTURES 
Sat 24 Nog - Victoria Vision v Northem NSW. 
Pride, 10pm Kingston Heath Soccer Complex: 
| Sun 25 Noy - Adelaide Sensation v Queensland _| 

Sting 1 30pm Canidén-Sports Complex 
| Sun 25 Nox - Canberra Eclipse v NSW Sapphire 
4.00pm West Belconnen Leagues Club 


FOR CROATIA 


By Bert van Bedaf 


emember Joe Simunic, the 
Melbourne Knights sweeper who 


could not make up his mind 
whether to play for Australia or 
Croatia? 

It’s a few years ago now, but 
the controversy focused on 
country loyalty and it 
came at the height of 
David Hill’s anti-ethnic ~ 
reign as Soccer Australia 
chairman. 

Hill saved a special 
kind of yenom for 
Sydney United and 
Melbourne Knights, whose staunch Croatian 
‘support were thorns in his eyes. 

Born in Canberra of Croatian parents, 
Simunic dodged every opportunity to play in 
the green and gold, perplexing former 
Olyroos coach Raul Blanco. 


wees, Grim Task — Being at the wrong 
end of the table is not an enviable posi- 
tion to be in, sufficient for some to despair. The 
‘Wolves know it is crunch time, soccer can be a 
cruel game, highs or lows are never far apart. 
‘The boys are desperate to turn things around. A 
cool head is required to fire up a team lacking 
in confidence, down on their luck, The Wolves 
squad is made up of quality players, urgently 
longing to climb out of the cellar. They know it 
‘can and must be done, looking for support from 
their true supporters. 

Nobody would be suffering more than coach 
Ron Corry, knowing he signed good players, 
not performing momentarily. He is experienced 
in top level soccer, now testing his patience to 
turn his team’s fortune around, it will come, 
question when? 

Wolves’ skipper George Souris and midfield 
star Alex Castro are well on the road to recov- 
ery following surgery. Both are back in train- 
ing, needing to regain full fitness, probably 
available for team selection within three to four 
weeks. 

Ron Corry needs all his wisdom from many 
soccer years to rejuvenate and rekindle the spir- 
it. Things can only get better for the battling 
Wolves. 

Wolves Women’s Super League — New 
head coach of the Wolves First Grade side is 
level three graduate Geoff Wilson, assisted by 
manager Mick Falcon. Associated with the 
back-to-back champions the Wolves, there is 
obviously a keen eye cast over the development 
of the Wolves Women team in the NSW Super 
League, 

Women’s soccer is now the fastest growing 
sport in Australia and other countries. Players 
selection trials for U/12's, U/14’s, U/16's, 
U/18's and U/21's are called upon at present, 
note advertising in the local media. Additions 
to coaching staff are also advertised. The new 
‘Women’s head coach is pleasantly surprised by 


Simunic went to Germany and is currently 
with Bundesliga club Hertha Berlin. 

Ironically, on the eve of Australia’s match- 
es against Uruguay during its final assault to 
qualify for the World Cup next year, Simunic 
chose to play for Croatia. 

The former Knights player was selected in 
a 19-man squad that travelled to South Korea 
for two matches against joint World Cup host 
South Korea. 

He came on as a substitute in the first 
game, which Croatia lost 2-0, and he played 
for the full 90 minutes in the second match, 
which finished ina 1-1 draw at Seoul’s World 
Cup Kwangju stadium. Simunic hit the cross- 
bar with a header after three minutes. 

His decision to turn his back on Australia 
and play for his parents’ country of birth is in 
sharp contrast to that of another 
well-known Melbourne 

Knights player whose com- 
mitment to Australia has 
never been questioned and 
has never wavered. 
Bom in Melbourne of Croatian 
parents, super star Mark 

Viduka has donned the 

green-and-gold in every 

age group, the Olyroos and 

the V-Bomber now hopes to spear- 
head the Socceroos towards World Cup 
qualification. 

There’s also Knights defender Steve 
Horvat, who also has a Croatian background. 
Horvat is the only Australian-based player to 
be in the Socceroos squad. 


By Bert van Bedat 


win a trick this season. The for- 

mer champion won its first 
match of the season, beating 
Parramatta Power 2-0 last Sunday, 
but it did so without fielding its vice 
captain and experienced defender 
Fausto De Amicis. 

‘According to dressing room insid- 
ers, De Amicis “spat the dummy” 
when he was overlooked for the cap- 
taincy in the absence of Paul Trimboli, 
who will miss three months with a knee 
injury. 

South coach Eddie Kmeevic handed 
the captaincy to another experienced 
campaigner Steve Panopoulos, who 
finished Sunday’s game as best on 
ground with a tireless midfield display. 

‘The club is tight-lipped what action 
will be taken but De Amicis’s absence 
last Sunday spoke volumes. 

When asked Kmeevic said, “It is a 
disciplinary issue that we will settle 
with the club this week.” 

Krncevic confirmed De Amicis had 
been upset being overlooked for the 
captaincy. “Yes. But what do you do? 
A player doesn’t want to play for the” 
club because he’s not captain then 
you’ ve got to ask questions,” he said. 

“Also absent was dumped goal keep- 
er Chris Jones. Jones has left for trials 
overseas and will be gone for the next 
three weeks, Kmcevic said, 

South Melbourne has decided not to 


I: is as if South Melbourne can’t 


OTe | SOUTH ENGULFED 
IN CAPTAINCY ROW 


sign Belgian former international 
Stephane van der Heyden. 

Last week, reports circulated that 
Van der Heyden had been signed. But 
now it has emerged that South only had 


“agreed on terms”. 
“Everything's agreed to, It’s just a 
matter of organising his visa and pass- 


Parramatta Power's John Buonavoglia (front) is 
tackled by Patrick Kisnorbo (left) and Steve 
Panopoulos, who as embroiled in a 

captaincy controversy before the game. 3 


the depth of skill displayed in the district clubs 
through to national league, Coaches for U/12's 
to U/18's to be selected from applications 
received. First grade carries at the moment a 
squad of 13 players with two more to be added. 
They competed in the NSW State super league 
against other NSL clubs. s 

Tllawarra Final Competition Format — 
Soccer Illawarra revamped both soccer divi- 
sions for 2002. The original considered made- 
Up was altered after information submitted late 
by clubs applying to be included in the ICU 
Premier League. The association based it's 
original set-up of the 2002 competition on data 
at hand. The majority of member clubs went 
along with proposals submitted. 

In the last two weeks lobby interest groups 
gathered momentum obtaining some support of 
member clubs plus assurances from local 
Council Administrators, demanding a re-think. 
Even though some doubis still remain, the asso- 
ciation decided after several very long Board 
Meetings to leave an opening for Kiama Soccer 
Club to join the ICU Premier league, providing 
the ground criteria is met. 

If not, the club will be regrouped in 
Conference league. The Nowra based club 
Shoalhaven City has been accepted on details 
not acknowledged with their application initial- 
ly thus the Board recommended an application 
from the Albion park White Eagles which 
together with Tarrawanna were the only two 
valuable, quality applicants considered —origi- 
nally worthy of inclusion into the ICU Premier 
League. Late developments more or less forced 
the issue resulting into acceptance of 
Shoalhaven City and under proviso Kiama 
‘Soccer Club. Northern United, last on the com- 
petition table this year with one win, three 
draws and 6 points from 22 games played, did 
not satisfy as a suitable promising applicant for 
the ICU Premier league. 

‘Any of the affected clubs not happy with the 
outcome have to show improved performances 
with a successful 2002 soccer season. The ICU 
Premier league will see 14 teams playing 26 


rounds, just 4 more games, giving every team 
the opportunity to perform, showing supporters 
they are worthwhile Premier League material. 
‘The ICU Conference League has now 15 
teams with one bye, playing 29 rounds, a long 
‘competition, but well received with home and 
away games. Start of the competition could be 
earlier, around middle of February instead of 
tnd of March and a couple of soccer-free spare 
weekends will be used to accommodate the 
home and away match-enlarged competition. 


David Huxley: His 61st minute strike 
against Sydney United gave Wolves 
their first win of the season. 


The newly established Soccer format for 
2002 seems a fair competition, enabling every 
single club to expose their potential. Around 
April next year the association will call a spe- 
cial meeting of all member clubs to consider the 
new format, it’s success or otherwise, and pos- 
sible revision of the two divisions, looking to 
form if required three reduced leagues if that is 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — NOVEMBER 20, 2001 


wanted Meanwhile clubs have ample time to 
evaluate the playing system devised. Naturally 
each member first thinks about their own agen- 
da with the association eventually hoping a 
common acceptable resolution can be found 
which satisfies the majority of Illawarra soccer 
clubs. 

Office End-of-year Closure — For two 
weeks, the ISA Administration atthe Fraternity 
club will be shut-down from Friday 21/12. to 
re-open on Monday 7/1/02. The Association 
wishes all soccer clubs as good Christmas 
Holiday and Happy New Year. The annual gen- 
eral meeting of soccer Illawarra is scheduled 
for early February 2002. 

Junior Soccer Elections — Wednesday 
21/11/01 the Annual General Meeting of the 
Mawarra Junior Soccer Association will be 
held at Berkeley Sports @ Social Club. 
Nominations for office bearers need to be sub- 
mitted. All 25 member clubs representing 
around 7000 (seven thousand) soccer-playing 
boys and girls are required to attend. Long time 
serving President Mrs. Florence Stephenson 
will welcome and address the expected 50 plus 


delegates. 
Barbarians Elections — At last week's 
special General Meeting, Shellharbour 


Barbarians confirmed a strong committee to 
lead the soccer club into 2002. Newly elected 
are President Dennis Mortis, Secretary Tode 
Biracoski, Treasurer Vlade Grujevski plus 13 
management committee members. Senior 
‘Coach is Roberto Hernandez, who announced 
pre-season mainly ball training at Barrack 
Heights Sportsfield is held on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 6 PM. The club is aiming to attract 
business support, offering shirts sponsorship 
for $5000.- for First Grade. Club Membership 
including season pass is available for $30.- 
each. 

‘The Junior Socoer body has formed a sepa- 
rate committee, conducting their affairs inde- 
pendently. President elect is Zoran Jovanovski, 
‘Treasurer Mrs. Benita Jovanovski as well as 
secretary and management committee mem- 


ABsw (&} 


port,” Kmcevic said last week, con- 
vinced the 32-year-old” midfielder 
would come to Albert Park Lake, 

But late last week, theSouth board 
knocked the signing back, maintaining 
its position that a sponsor needed to be 
found first since there were no immedi- 
ate funds available. 


“The deal’s fallen 
through. The club’s 
decided it does not 
)) have the finances and 

there’s nothing you 

can do about that,” 
| Krncevic said ‘ast 
Sunday. 

“We agreed on 
terms, but we didn’t 
sign him,” South gen- 
eral manager Damien 
Phillips said 

“We could not fit 
him in our budget at 
this stage. If there are 
player movements we 
will re-assess the situ- 
)) ation. If we would 
transfer a player we 
would rethink the sit- 
uation,” he said. 

‘The Jones trials may 
point in that diredtion, 
South — Melbourne 
plays Newcastle at 
home on Sunday, 6 pm, 
instead of Wednesday 
night. 
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been 


bers. Shellharbour Juniors registered last sea- 
son over 200 youngsters and had a couple of 
very successful teams competing in the NSW 
State Champion of Champions, an annual com- 
petition of local first division minor premier 
ship winners, 

King Call-up Success — Head Coach 
Barney King took the initial step to kick-off the 
revival of Shellharbour City Soccer Club. His 
tentative first call of pre-season trials last week 
at Keith Bond Oval, Oak Flats, was well attend- 
ed, 30 odd players tumed up with some very 
talented youth players. Light ball training was 
the order of the day, to be continued for the next 
few weeks - a welcome-the-coach B-B-Que is~ 
planned for early December. A few interesting 
spectators from the local soccer fraternity, 
involved in coaching and club administrations, 
watched proceedings, — < 

Bamey King has been busy according to 
him, on the phone collecting a formidable 
squad of players and will talk to individual ones 
at every opportunity. Each player is asked to 
become a member of major sponsor 
Shellharbour Workers club when signing up 
with Shellharbour City. Some very talented 
young players formerly with the Wolves 
showed interest to join the club, Further infor- 
mation can be obtained from Barney King on 
mobile phone 0414 879570, ? 

‘Women’s Soccer Player Recognised — 
Oak Flats’ Susan Robertson (known as Susie 
Q) has been made a Life Member of Tlawarra 
Women’s Soccer Association, playing soccer 
for 24 years for one club only, she is a key play- 
er for her club, starting 11978 as a very young 
junior, At a recent District Presentation Susie 
‘was honoured with Life Membership, a first for 
Oak Flats Women’s Soccer, having always been 
involved and still continues supporting the 
club, Her career highlight was being selected in 
the NSW State Soccer Representative team as 
well as playing in the local Hlawarra 
Representative side. Hopefully her experience 
and achievements encourages many more soc- 
cer girls to join the sport. 


WW 


Australia’s World Cup Hit-Squad .. 


ABSW presents Australia’s 29 wise- 
men ae whose shoulders the | MARCO BRESCIANO 
nation’s World Cup hopes now rest. Sogo Midfielder 

The first, crucial steps towards | paambebn es 

biseh she this 27 sacle dream veo pike arn ies es 
will be taken against Uruguay ttaly - Serie B 

tonight at the MCG in Melbourne | eS iCaritorntAust cle 
and appropriately, ABSW provides Weight: 76kg 

some vital background on these men __| Senior Appearances: 6 


and how they’ve come fo find them- | Senior Goals: 0 


ZELJKO KALAC 


Position: Goalkeeper 

Age: 27 

Date Of Birth: 16th December, 1972 
Current Club: RODA JC KERKRADE — 
Holland — 1st Division 

Previous Clubs: Sydney United 
(Australia); Leicester City (England); 
Wolverhampton Wanderers (England) 
Height: 202cm 

Weight: 91kg 


Senior “A” Debut: Vs France Senior arances: 41 
selves on the threshold of history. acai On Kneis cunt See See. Male 
Last Match For Australia: Vs France, (lost 1-0), Djakarta, Indonesia, 
TERANK Melbourne, November 2001 August 1992 ‘ i 
FRANK ayia | | Other Representative Honours: U/23 — 2000 Olympic Games Last Match For Australia: Vs South Korea, Dubai, October 2000 
FARI NA e sey: Finals (Sydney) (LG Cup) 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Position: HEAD COACH 
Age: 37 

| Date of Birth: 

| September 5, 1964 


STEVE CORICA 


Position: Midfielder; Age: 28 
7: 


HARRY KEWELL| 


Position: Midfielder/Striker 


| 24th March, Age: 23 
p Ganies Handled: 31 HIROSHIMA — Japan — J League Date Of Birth: 22nd September, 1978 
| Wins:17 Previous Clubs: Wolverhampton Current Club: LEEDS UNITED — |} 
| Draws: 6. Wanderers (England), Leicester City ; England } | 
(England); Marconi Stallions Previous Clubs: NSW Academy 7 | 
| Losses:8 (Australia) Height: 179m | | 
| International Caps: 37 _ Height: 173cm; Weight: 68kg Weight: 77kg | | 
Goals: 10 — Senior Appearances (A'/other): 40 Senior Appearances: 11 
| x ees 3 ~ (1/9) Senior Goals: 3 | 
| Debut: 1984 vs China Ug __ Senior Goals (‘A’/other): 6 (5/1) Senior “A” Debut: Vs Chile (lost 3-0), 
Pepe tices ay ote Ch 
| ] r : VS i |, August rae 
| 2001; Other Representative at 1s: 1996 Olympic ee fh Is Last Match For Australia: Vs cas Melbourne, 
(Atlanta) — over-age player lovember 2001 
U/23 — 1992 Olympic Games Finals (Barcelona) Other Appearances: , 
U/20 — 1991 World Youth Cup Finals (Portugal) } U/20 — 1997 World Youth Cup qualifiers | 
U/7 — 1989 World Youth Championship Finals (Scotland) U/17 — 1995 World Youth Championship Finals (Ecuador) | | 
Position: Striker : = 
H} Age: 26 = | 
Date Of Birth: 9th June, 1975 BRETT EMERTON STAN LAZARIDIS j 
Current Club: TSV 1860 MUNICH — Position: Midfielder Position: Defender/Midfialder 
Germany Age: 22 Age: 29 
Previous Clubs: Bristol City (England); Date Of Birth: 22nd February, 1979 Date Of Birth: 16th August, 1972 
Young Boys (Switzerland); Yverdon Current Club: FEYENOORD — Current Club: BIRMINGHAM CITY — 
(Switzerland); Adelaide Sharks (Australia) Holland ‘ England — 1st Division c 
Height: 184cm Previous Clubs: Olympic Sharks Previous Clubs: West Ham (England); 
Weight: 78kg (Australia) Adelaide Sharks (Australia) 
Senior Appearances: 16 are Height: 175cm 
| Senior Goals: 8 Ree = Weight: 76kg 
Senior Hat-Tricks: 3 goals Vs Cook Islands (Tahiti); 17-0; 19th June Gand pterats Senior Appearances: 53 
2000 Senior “AY Debut: Vs Chile (lost 1-0) Senn Geigy 
| Senior “A” Debut: Vs Chile (lost 3-0), Chile, April 1996 Melbourne, February 1998 i Senior “A” Debut: Vs Kuwait 
Last Match For Australia: Vs Scotland, Glasgow, November 2000 Last Match For Australia: Vs France, (won 1-0), Singapore, April 1993 a 
Other Representative Honours: U/23 — 1996 Olympic Games | + | Melbourne, November 2001 Last Match For Australia: Vs France, 
Finals (Atlanta) U/20 — 1993 World Youth Cup Finals (Australia) J | Other Appearances: L/23 — 2000 Olympic Games Finals (Sydney) Melbourne, November 2001 : 
U/17 — 1991 World Youth Championship Finals (Italy) U/20 — 1999 World Youth Cup Finals (Nigeria) |_| Other Appearances: 2000 Olympic Games Finals (Sydney) — 
. ae . si U/20 — 1997 World Youth Cup Finals (Malaysia) a | over-age player | 
U/17 — 1995 World Youth Championship Finals (Ecuador) || U/17 — 1989 World Youth Capiontp Finals (Scotland) | | 
} 


CRAIG MOORE | 


Position: Defender 

2254 | 

Date Of Birth: 12th December, 1975 | 
Current Club: GLASGOW RANGERS — t 
Scotland a 

Previous Clubs: Crystal Palace (England) | 
Height: 186em | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Position: Striker 

Age: 25 

Date Of Birth: 5th February, 1976 
Current Club: ATHLETICO OSASUNA — 
Spain. 

Previous Clubs: Coventry City (England); 
Portsmouth (England); Cremonese (Italy); 
Royal Antwerp (Belgium); Standard Liege 
| (Belgium); Adelaide City (Australia) 


STEVE HORVAT | 


Position: Defender; Age: 30 

Date Of Birth: 4th March, 1971 j 
Current Club: MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
— Australia — National League 
Previous Clubs: Carlton (Australia); 
Hajduk Split (Croatia); Melbourne 
Knights (Australia) 

Height: 186cm; Weight: 85kg 


} Height: 188cm Senior Appearances: 28 __. Weight: 76kg | 
4 2 B3kg Senior Goals: 0 | Senior Appearances: 20 | 
} Senior Appearances: 25 Senior “A” Debut: v South Africa Senior Goals: 2 § 


Senior “A” Debut: Vs Ghana (won 1-0), 
Adelaide, June 1995 


| Senior Goals: 15 (15/0) 
Senior Hat-Tricks: 6 goals Vs Tonga (Coffs Harbour); 22-0; 9th 
‘Apr 2001 5 goals Vs Solomon Islands (Syd); 13-0; 11th June 97 


(won 1-0), Sydney, 1994 
Last Match For Australia: Vs Japan 
(AFC/OFC Cup), Japan, August 2001 


Last Match For Australia: Vs New Zealand, Sydney (WCQ), 


1 
| Senior Debut: Vs Macedonia (won 1-0), Macedonia, March 1997 Other Appearances: : ___ June 2001 | 
Last Match For Australia: Vs France, Melbourne, November 2001 1996 Olympic Games Finals (Atlanta) — over-age player Other Appearances: U/23 — 1996 Olympic Games Finals (Atlanta) 
Other Representative Honours: U/20 — 1993 World Youth Cup | U/20 — 1989 World Youth Cup qualifiers | U/20 — 1993 World Youth Cup Finals (Australia) | 


lead up matches U/7 — 1987 World Youth Championship Finals (Canada) 


} U/17 — 1991 World Youth Championship Finals (Italy) 
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SHAUN MURPHY _ 


Defender 


oe of Birth: 5th November, 1970 
Current Club: SHEFFIELD UNITED — 
England — 1st Division 
Previous Clubs: West Bromwich Albion 
(England); Notts County (England); 
Heidelberg (Australia); Blacktown City 
(Australia) 
Height: 185¢m 
Weight: 76kg 
Senior Appearances: 18 
Goals: 3 
Senior “A” Debut: Vs Chile (lost 2-1), 
Chile, February 2000 
Last Match For Australia: Vs France, Melboune) November 2001 
Other Appearances: 
U/23 — 1992 Olympic Games Finals (Barcelona) 
U/20 — 1989 World Youth Championship qualifiers 


ane October, M972 
BROUGH — England 
reece ‘Clubs: Bradford City eens 
Kaiserslautern (Germany); Dynamo Dresden| 
| (Germany); Marconi Stallions (Australia) 
: 196cm; Weight: 86kg 
Appearances: 18 
Clean Sheets: Vs New Zealand 
(Wellington); 2-0; 20th June 2001 
Vs Brazil (Korea); 1-0; 9th June 2001 
Vs France (Korea); 1-0; 1st June 2001 


May 
Vs Scotland (Glasgow); 2-0; 15th Nov 2000 
Vs Slovakia (Chile); 0-0; 12th Feb 2000 


jydney) 
Vs South Africa (Adelaide); 1-0; 8th June 1994 
Senior “A” Debut: Vs Canada (lost 2-1), Edmonton, July 1993 
Last Match For Australia: Vs France, Melbourne, November 2001 
Other tative Honours: U/20 — 1991 World Youth Cup ie 
U/17 — 1989 World Youth Championship Finals (Scotland) 


—— = KEVIN MUSCAT 


Position: Defender; Age: 28 

Date Of Birth: 7th August, 1973 
Current Club: WOLVERHAMPTON 
WANDERERS — England | 


(England); South Melbourne (Australia); 
Heidelberg (Australia); 

Sunshine (Australia) 

Height: 180cm; Weight: 73kg 

Senior Appearances (‘A’/other): 40 


Senior Hat-Tricks: 4 goals Vs Tonga 
(Coffs Harbour); 22-0; 9th April 2001 
(including 3 from penalty spot) 

Senior “A” Debut: Vs Kuwait (drew 0-0), Malaysia, September 1994 | 
Last Match For Australia: Vs France, Melbourne, November 2001 
Other Appearances: U/23 — 1996 Olympic Games Finals (Atlanta) 


Position: Midfielder 

Age: 29 

Date Of Birth: 5th April, 1972 
Current Club; MIDDLESBROUGH — 
England 

Previous Clubs: Fiorentina (Italy); 
Lazio (Italy); FC Bruges (Belgium); 
Marconi Stallions (Australia) 

Height: 180cm 

Weight: 80k, 

Senior Appearances: 32 

Senior Goals: 1 

Senior “A” Debut: Vs Czechoslovakia 
(lost 2-0), Sydney, February 1991 
Last Match For Australia: Vs France, Melbourne, November 2001 
Other Appearances: 

U/23 — 1992 Olympic Games Finals (Barcelona) 

U/20 — 1991 World Youth Cup Finals (Portugal) 


Previous Clubs: Crystal Palace | 


Senior Goals (‘A’/other): 9 | 


U/23 — 1992 Olympic Games lead up games 
U/20 — 1993 World Youth Cup Finals (Australia) | 


| 


Position: Midfi rs 
Age: 2: 

Date Of Birth: 10th December, i 
Current Club: RACING GENK - Belgium 
Previous Clubs: Hajduk Split (Croatia) } 
Height: 177cm | 

Weight: 77kg | 
Senior Appearances: 22 


Senior “A” Debut: Vs Macedonia 
(won 1-0), Macedonia, March 1997 
-Last Match For Australia: Vs New 
Zealand, Sydney (WCQ), 

June 2001 


| 


Other Appearances: 

2000 Olympic Games Finals (Sydney) — 
| U/20 — 1995 World Youth Cup Finals (Qatar) 
{it : 


over-age player 


| MILE STERJOVSKI 


Position: Striker 

Age: 22 

Date Of Birth: 27th May, 1979 

Current Club: LILLE - France 

Previous Clubs: Parramatta Power 

] | (Australi); Sydney United (Australia) 
Wollongong Wolves (Australia) 

Height: 180cm 

Weight: 79kg 

Senior Appearances: 3 

Senior Goals: 0 

Senior “A" Debut: Vs Scotland 

| (won 2-0); Glasgow, November 2000 

Last Match For Australia: Vs Brazil, 

Korea (Confederations Cup), June 2001 

Other Appearances: 

U/23 — 2000 Olympics Pre-Games Squad Member 

U/20 — 1999 World Youth Cup Finals (Nigeria) 


Senior Goals: 2 + 


Ir 
| TONY VIDMAR 
Position: Defender 
Age: 31 
Date Of Birth: 4th July, 1970 
Current Club: GLASGOW RANGERS — 
Scotland 
Previous Clubs: NAC Breda (Holland); 
Adelaide City (Australia); Ekeren 
| (Belgium) 
Height: 187cm 
} Weight: 80kg 
Senior 
| Senior Goals: 2 (2/0) 
Senior “A” Debut: Vs Czechoslovakia | 
(lost 2-0), Sydney, February 1991 
| Last Match For Australia: Vs NZ, Sydney (WCQ), June 2001 
| 


3 66 


Other Appearances: U/23 — 1992 Olympic Games Finals 
(Barcelona) 


~ MARK vinanal 


Position: Striker; Age: 26 
Date Of Birth: 9th October, 1975 | 
Current Club: LEEDS UNITED — } 
England | 
Previous Clubs: Glasgow Celtic | 
(Scotland); Croatia Zagreb (Croatia); | 
Melbourne Knights (Australia) } 
Height: 187cm; Weight: 91kg 
Senior Appearances (‘A’/other): 
Senior Goals (‘A’/other) 
Senior “A” Debut: Vs South Africa 
(won 1-0),+ Australia, June 1994. 
Last Match For Australia: Vs Czech Republic, Teplice, March 2000 
Other Appearances: 
2000 Olympic Games Finals (Sydney) — over-age player 
U/23 — 1996 Olympic Games Finals (Atlanta) 
U/20 — 1995 World Youth Cup Finals (Qatar) 


Date Of Birth: 12 July, 1977 

Height: 188cm, Weight: 90kg 

Current Club: LILLESTROM - Norway 

Previous Club(s): Molde (Norway) 

Northern Spirit (Australia) 

Newcastle Breakers (Australia) 

Senior Appearances: 16 

Senior Goals: 6 

Senior Hat Tricks: 3 goals vs Cook 

Islands (Tahiti) — 17-0-— June 2000 

Senior “A” Debut: Vs Czech Republic 

(lost 3-1), Teplice, March 2000 

Last Match For Socceroos: Vs New Zealand (WCQ), Wellington, 

June 2001 | 

Other Appearances: U/23 — 2000 Olympic Games Finals (Sydney) 
} U/20 — 1997 World Youth Cup qualifiers 


TONY POPOVIC 


Current Club: CRYSTAL PALACE — 


Previous Clubs: Sanfreece Hiroshima 
(apan), Sydney United (Australia) 
Height: 193cm; Weight: 90kg 


Senior Goals: 8 
Senior “A” Debut: Vs Colombia 


Last Match For Australia: Vs 
New Zealand, Sydney (WCQ), June 2001 
Other Appearances: 
U/23 — 1992 Olympic Games Finals (Barcelona) 
U/20 — 1991 World Youth Cup Finals (Portugal) 
U/17 — 1989 World Youth Championship Finals (Scotland) 


—$—$_—_ —_—_.--_. 


Position: Defender; Age: 28 | 
Date Of Birth: 4th July, 1973 | 


England } 


Senior Appearances: 41 | 


(lost 1-0), Sydney, February 1995 | 


DANNY TIATTO | 
Position: Midfielder | 
Age: 28 | 
Date Of Birth: 22nd May, 1973 
Current Club: MANCHESTER CITY — 
Englanc 
Previous Clubs: Stoke City (England); | 
Salernitana (Italy); Melbourne Knights | 
(Australia) 
Height: 175cm; Weight: 73kg 
Senior Appearances (‘A’/other): 
Senior Goals (‘A’/other) 
Senior “A” Debut: Vs Colombi 
(drew 0-0), Brisbane, February 1995 
| | Last Match For Australia: Vs New Zealand, Wellington (WCQ), | 
i | June 200: 
Other Appearances: U/23 — 1996 Olympic Games Finals (Atlanta) 
| 
| 


| 
DAVID ZDRILIC | 
Position: Striker, Age: 27 | 
Date Of Birth: 13th April, 1974 
Current Club: SPVGG UNTERHACHING 
— Germany F 
Previous Clubs: SSV Ulm (Germany); § 
FC Aarau (Switzerland); Sydney United } 
(Australia) 
Height: 183cm 
Weight: 80kg | 
Senior Appearances: 22 
Senior Goals: 18 
Senior Hat-Tricks: 8 goals Vs American 
Samoa (Coffs Harbour); 31-0; 11thApril 2001 
| Senior “A” Debut: Vs New Zealand (won 1-0), Melbourne, 
i January 1997 


Last Match For Australia: Vs Japan (AFC/OFC Cup), Japan, 
August 2001 
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V NEW SOUTH WALES 


REMIER LEAGU 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE 


ROUND 6 


Friday November 30 tstGrade U19 
C’bury-M'ville vs P’matta Eagles TBA 8:00pm 6:00pm 


Saturday December 1 

S'land Sharks vs Fairfield Bulls © SeymourShaw 7,00pm 5.00pm 
Blacktown City vs Lihardt Tigers © Gabbie Stadium 7:00pm 5.00pm 
Bankstown City—vs St George Jensen Park 7.00pm 5.00pm, 
Bonnyrigg WE vs Penrith Panthers Serbian Centre 7.00pm 5.00pm 
Central Coast vs BelconnenBD North Power Std 6.30pm 4.30pm 


ROUND 7 


Friday December 7 istGrade U19 
St George vs Blacktown City StGeorge Std 8.00pm 6.00pm 
Saturday December 8 
Penrith Panthers vs BelconnenBD Andrews Rd Fid 6.30pm 4.30pm 
Fairfield Bulls vs C’bury-M'ville — Nineveh Fid 7.00%m 5.00pm 
Bonnytigg WE vs Bankstown City Serbian Centre 7.00pm 5.00pm 
Sunday December 9 
') Leichhardt Tigers vs S'land Sharks Lambert Park 5.00pm 3.00pm 
| P'matta Eagles vs CentralCoast Melita Stadium 6.30pm 4.30pm 


The Bomber joined Falkirk from Dumbarton and made his debut against 
Stenhousemuir on 13th August 1977. He quickly became a fixture in the 
Falkirk defence. and formed two long-remembered centre-back 

‘first with John Hay and later with Alan Mackin, His-style of 
play was reflected ir his nickname, and his total commitment ensured 
that he became a firm favourite wit the fans. Brian liked to get upheld, 
too, and stored. 2? goals in 262 games during his seven years at 
Brockville. He played his last game on 12th May 1984, before leaving to 
Settle in Australia, 

Catch up with all the latest news on the 


Premier League and other NSW Soccer news 
on our website: 


WWW.soccernsw.com.au RIS 


supplier to NSWSF 


Imside ... Inside ... 


e From The Sidelines ............... Been Sree 40) 
e Match Reports.. 

e Bankstown City 

e Scoreboard..............-.- 
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By Greg Stock 


‘SW State coach Brian 

Brown has announced 

his 18-man State squad 
for the three-game tour of New 
Caledonia this week. 

With three matches in six days 
it will be a tough assignment for 
the State side, which beat Victoria 
and lost to Queensland last sea- 
son, but coach Brian Brown is 
confident the- players he has 
selected can do the job. 

“It’s a real honour to be the 
State coach and I have picked a 
side which I believe should do 
very well,” said Brown, 

“The team looks to be a little 
heavy on attacking players but 
with three games in six days all 
the boys will get a start in at least 
‘one game and that gives me some 


acific Trip Awaits 


W State Team 


Penrith star, Jason 
Sciberras. 
cover ina number of the key posi- 
tions.” 

While the squad looks very 
similar to the one that lost to 
Queensland last season, Brown 
has drafted in a couple of new 
faces, among them Penrith mid- 
fielder Jason Sciberras. 

As part of a resurgent Panthers 


Leading the Blues attack will be Marc Hoenselaars, 


» New 
(Wednesday 21 November) with | 


outfit, Sciberras is in the middle 
of a purple patch in form and his 
selection is well justified accord- 
ing to club spokesman Mike Starr. 
“Sciberras is in his fifth year with 
the club and he has become an 
instrumental player in the 
Panthers main squad,” said a 
clearly delighted Starr. 

“He is an explosive runner and 
has some great attacking qualities 
and I have no doubts he will make 
the step up.” 

Sciberras himself can hardly 
believe it, going from the Penrith 
youth side a few seasons ago to 
representing the State at senior 
level. 

“T was totally shocked when I 
got the call,” said Sciberras, 

“It’s something I really wasn’t 
expecting, but I am really looking 
forward to the trip and doing my 
very best.” 

Brown has also elected to go 
with Coasties defender Dane 
Hokin and Eagles utility Geoff 
Howarth both of whom are also ins 
great touch. 

Winter Super League player of 
the year Leo Carle will also make 
the trip as will White Eagles mid- 
fielder John Kyriazopoulos who 
backs up after making his State 
debut last season. 

“To represent your State is a 
terrific honour,” said 
Kyriazopoulos, “and to be 
amongst a side which contains so 
much talent will be a big personal 
highlight in my football career.” 

The team had one session 
together last night (Monday 19 
November) before they leave for 
Caledonia tomorrow 


the coach expected to have the 
‘squad on the training park as soon 
as possible. 

“T’ll try and get the side to have 
alight run as soon as we get there 
in order to get the boys acclima- 
tized to the heat and the style of 
their football pitches,” said 
Brown. 

“The locals I expect to be big, 


strong and aggressive and I'll = 


have a chat with Tony Pezzano 
before I go as Tony led the First 
Division Select side on a trip over 
there a couple of seasons ago, just 
to gauge his opinions on what we 
can expect. But | am under no 
illusions. It’s going to be tough, 
but I believe we have a strong 
squad that can match it with 
them.” 

New Caledonia has long been.a 
friend of New South Wales’ foot- 
ball with our footballing relation- 
ship going way back to the early 
1960s. 


The most famous game played 


between the two combatants was 
way back in 1965 when the NSW 
side coached by Tiko Jelisavcic 
and containing the likes of Stan 
Ackerley, Manfred Schaefer and 
Johnny Warren was defeated in 
spectacular fashion on our home 
turf by 4 goals to 2. 

Since then there has been a 
healthy relationship between the 


two bodies, with the last meeting 
between the two sides being in 
1999 when former Socceroo Tony 
Pezzano led a NSW side com- 
posed of First Division players 
over to Noumea for a two-game 
series. While NSW won two 
games 2-1 and 2-0, the closeness 
of the margin indicates they. will 
be no easy-beats and we'll all 


have our fingers and toes crossed 
that Brian Brown and his troops 
can bring home the bacon. 


TOUR OF NEW CALEDONIA 


NEW CALEDONIA V NSW, NOVEMBER 23 
NEW CALEDONIA V NSW, NOVEMBER 25 
NEW CALEDONIA V NSW, NOVEMBER 27 
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lhe Central Coast Sutherland in 

Coasties are continu- 
ing their yery successful 
youth policy, 

‘Two years ago the club 
won the Super League 
under-21 premiership and 
were under-18 Grand 
Finalists, narrowly beaten 
1-0 by Leichhardt. 

‘This season, apart from 
a couple of the old under- 
18 players, the club has a 
completely new under-19 
team made up of mostly 
focal youngsters and a few 
from the Newcastle area. 

‘The team consists of one 
sixteen-year-old, four sev- 


enteen-year-olds, three 
eighteen-year-olds and 
four players who turned Danny Burt received a 
nineteen this year. two-week suspension for 

The first team squad his send-off against 
includes one nineteen and Sutherland and is due to 
two twenty-year-olds, The return for the Coasties 
under-19 team has won next home match against 
three of its first four Belconnen at North Power 
matches and it looks as if Stadium. 
the club is again on the 
right track with its youth 
policy, 

In other news from the 
Coasties, it appears Steve 
Berry has decided not to 
continue with the club fol- 
lowing his being dropped 
to the bench in the match 


against 
Round 3. 


elconnen Blue Devils 

midfielder Elia Salloum 
has been selected to repre- 
sent Australia in a Futsal 
tournament in Singapore. 

The Blue Devils will be 
supported well at the 
upcoming match against 
Penrith Panthers in a few 
weeks. 

The team’s supporters 
club has been very active 
and this may be the first of 
many buses travelling up the 
Hume to watch the Blue 
Devils play away games. 

0005 


‘amatta’s former 

Blue Devils’ player 

Geoff Howarth is celebrat- 

ing his inclusion in coach 

Brian Brown’s NSW rep- 

resentative side to play in 
New Caledonia, 

Very effective for 
Belconnen on the left flank 
last season, Howarth did 
everything he could to 
impress Brown with a scin- 
tillating showing against 
Brown’s Blacktown City 
Demons at the Gabbie ten 
days ago. 

Operating on the right 
for once, Howarth was one 
player Brown was well 
aware of and warned his 
defenders to keep him in 
check, 

Howarth tormented his 
opponents and scored the 
opening goal when he 
burst through a normally 
tight Blacktown cordon, 
cut inside and created an 
incredible amount of space 
at the edge of the box from 
which position he 


Steve Berry has departed the Coasties. aabeshel' an aes 


ae ARMM 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


REMIER LEAGU 


shot that hit the roof of the attendance it was a glittering 
net. ceremony, one which Brown 
Q000 won't forget in a hurry. “It 
t’s been a very busy past was a sensational night,” 
few weeks for Blacktown said Brown, “better than I 
City and NSW coach Brian had eyer imagined. Just to 
Brown. ‘Bomber’ will again _ be alongside some of these 
be away this week leading players was an honour, and 
the NSW side for a three- being a former local boy it 
game tour of New was like a dream come 
Caledonia, but it was only true,” 
two weeks ago, that he was Brown was presented 
back in his former home with a playing portrait that 
town of Falkirk in Scotland, will be hung in the new 
to receive that club’s highest ground that is currently 
honour, recognised as an under construction, and 
inaugural member of the while in town, he wasted no 
Falkirk FC Hall of Fame. time in renewing acquain- 
Brown was inducted tances with Alec Totten the 
alongside some of Falkirk’s current Falkirk manager. 
greatest ever players. Names “T spent a few days with 
like Alec Parker, a former _ the first team and I was with 
Scotland international, Jim the side on the team bus 
Jefferies, the ex-Hearts play- when we played Clyde. We 
er and more recently the drew 1-1 in front of some 
manager of Bradford City, 4,000 fans but I enjoyed the 
Sam Wilson, an ex-Ireland — experience of being able to 
international and Kevin watch training and pick upa 
McAlister, arguably the best. few pointers. Just to sit 


The Bomber: Brian Brown. 


Scottish player never to be around and talk football 
capped for his country. with the coaching staff and 
With over 500 people in the players was of great ben- 


efit.” 

In other 
Blacktown news, 
defender Mark 
Racker has been 
released by the 
club. 

“Tt was a tough 
decision,” said 
coach Brian 
Brown. 

“Racker is a 
great player and a 
super guy and I 
wish him all the 
very best with his 


Australian Futsal star, 
Elia Salloum 


Spotted at Media Press 
in Marrickville was for- 
mer NSWSF Referee of 
the Year Nick Asargiotis. 
Nick will begin work 
shortly in the Advertising 
Department after leaving 
Olympic Airways last 


week. 

Q000 
utherland held a ‘fund 
raising’ night last Friday 

night and from all reports a 
very good time was had by 
all. 

A few players will be 
welcoming the weekend off, 
not only to cure some aching 
bones, but also to get over 
the frivolities of the week- 
end, a big Friday night out 
and a tough game against 
Parramatta Eagles. 

000 

ice to see former 

Saints coach John 
Sentas back. Sentas has 
been assisting player/- 
coach Michael Kladis and 
was a part of the side’s 
preparation for the game 
against Bonnyrigg. 

A decision on his long: ] 
term future is expected 
soon, 


League’s most like- 
able referees was a 
part of the action in 
the big Australia vy France 
clash, 

No I’m not talking 
about usual whistleblower 
Simon Micallef, but happy 
go lucky linesman Kevin 


Humphreys. 
Congratulations Keyin 
and a damn fine job too! 


afe La Scala has kindly 

donated a three-course 

meal for the NSW Premier 
League Player of the Round. 

Beginning shortly, the NSW 

Premier League publication will 

announce the outstanding play- 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
PLAYER OF THE ROUND 


er of the week in Australia’s elite 
State-based football competition. 

Cafe La Scala is located at Shop 
32, Piazza Level, Italian Forum, 
23 Norton Street, Leichhardt. 
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NSW Premier League! 


GEORGE JACKSON'S VISION 


By Claire Killeen 


n a world of soccer 

balls, perceived hooli- 

ganism and the aim to 
make it to the top of the 
ladder, visions of the 
future are a topic, which 
you least expect to come 
up. 

Statistics, goals scored, 
team sheets, why did we 
Jose last week and how we 
are going to win this week 
are topics that Bankstown 
City Lions, Club President 
George Jackson should be 
more comfortable with. 

However, Jackson feels 
that for the success and 
future of soccer in Australia, 
Australian soccer needs a 
vision- something to look to 
and compare ourselves to. 

“T think we need to get 


country we are employing a 
managing system and we 
are reaching out to the peo- 
ple in general 
community.” 

Off the field 
changes would 
suggest the club 
has got it right. At 
their last home. 
game, the Lions 
decided to have a 
jumping castle for the kids, 
half time demonstrations 
and even their very own 
mascot. The idea behind 
this? 

“It's to make the game 
more interesting, to attract 
more families and more 
kids,” Jackson said. 

With their inclusion into 
the Premier League, 


Bankstown’s mascot. 


+ people in there [Soccer 
Administration] who have a 
vision,” Jackson states. 

So what kind of vision 
are we looking at for soccer 
in Australia? Jackson has 
already started the ball 
tolling at Bankstown. “For 

~ our club to become one of 

“the greatest clubs in the 


Bankstown’s home ground, 
Jensen Park received an 
upgrading. The whole mid- 
dle section of Jenson Park 
was returfed at a cost of 
$10,000, There are plans in 
the future for stands to be 
placed on the non-stadium 
side and to concrete and 
pave the pavilion areas. 


But with every great club 
and dynasty imaginable, the 
team on the park has to pro- 
duce the goods. 
The lions after 
four rounds are 
lying ninth on the 
table, with one 
win, one draw 
and two losses. 
Not exactly the 
start they were 

looking for. 

“We have had a few 
injuries this season. It will 
take us a while to settle 
down. The whole squad is 
quite strong, It’s a matter of 
clicking together and by the 
end of the season, we will 
be one of the five top 
teams,” Jackson states. 

Injuries have hampered 
their progress. Striker, 
Harry Karl will miss the 
next four weeks of competi- 
tion with ligament damage. 
However, the future looks 
bright with the signing of 
Dong Ki Kim, whom 
Jackson has nothing but 
praise for. But Jackson has 
the full confidence of his 
young team, which includes 
the talents of former 
National League players, 
Steven Dimitrievski and 
Paul Wearne. 

Jackson admits the Lions 
are looking at another 
National, League player. 
‘These are exciting times for 
the Lions. 

Rumours that John 
Turner was wooed as a 
director of coaching are 
false but flattering none the 
Teast. 

“Tt’s just a rumour. Raul 
Blanco was watching our 
game too. We are good 
friends; he is just following 
‘our games. 

Jackson thinks the 
Premier League is a great 
competition and he loves 
watching his boys playing 
during the summer. 

However, Jackson is crit- 
ical of other aspects of soc- 
cer in Australia. 

To better itself, Jackson 
thinks the administration 
needs to forget about their 
egos and concentrate on the 
game. To stop the factional 
fights including those with 
the media. Jackson, sees 


Bankstown skipper, Richard Luksic. 


four main points of 
improvement:put the game. 
first, get administrators who 
have a vision, the structure 
of all competitions through- 
out the country should 
remain the same and every- 
one should support each 
other, 

“These are some of things 
we should try to do. It’s a 
game that everyone should 
enjoy.” 

Jackson also sees an 
avenue in the lucrative 
Asian market, to widen the 
National Soccer League into 
Asia, just like with the 
Auckland team. To create a 
picture of unity, Jackson 
feels that NSL teams should 
be linked with lower clubs. 

“For arguments sake, 
Bankstown should be linked 
with the Parra Power. So all 
our kids in the district go for 
the Parra Power and have 
something to identify with.” 

Bankstown will continue 
their assault upon the 
Premier League, and, 
George Jackson sees an 
eventful but bright future for 
soccer and the Bankstown 
City Lions. He concedes 
change is inevitable but it 
will be all for the glory of 
the gafne. Ambitions are 
high and reality sometimes 
has to kick in, but it’s the 
only way to be in a market 
where everyone has a vision 
and a dream. 
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PARRAMATTA EAGLES ... .3 
(Cummins 7, Bakis 16, Mondello 80) (M. Pfrengle 75 pen) 


PENRITH PANTHERS CENTRAL COAST COASTIES . .1 
(Matthews 69) 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS .... 
(Stubbs-Mills 41) (MacDonald 67) 


BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS .3 CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE .0 
(Macor 58, 75, Lazzari 85) 


ST GEORGE SAINTS BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES . .5 
(Aschner 4, Tomasevic 47, 76, Knight 75, 92) 


FAIRFIELD BULLS BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS... . 
(Borg 11, Carle 78 pen) (Reid 1, Donev 34/44, Nikas 47, Imaya 58, 
Hagger 71) 2 


ST GEORGE SAINTS [OP SCORERS © 
FAIRFIELD BULLS BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS . . 


BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS .4 CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE . i Jimmy Aschner (Bonnyrigg White Eagles) 
PENRITH PANTHERS CENTRAL COAST COASTIES . . - Rod Hutchinson (Penrith Panthers) 
PARRAMATTA EAGLES .... Anthony Mondello (Parramatta Eagles), 


Jimmy Nikas (Blacktown City) 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


Patrick Gatt. Recruited from Patra Power z ; One of the superstars of the Premier i 2 
by the Dees. Blacktown City defender Ben Willard. League, Naoki Imaya. ist...David Reid. 
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NSW SAPPHIRES 
VICTORIA VISION 0 


By Binesh Mudaliar 


he NSW Sapphires have broken 

the all-time highest score record 

in Women’s National Soccer 
League football with a stunning 10-0 
victory against Victoria Vision at 
Valentine Sports Park last Saturday 
afternoon, 

The previous record was set by 
Canberra Eclipse in their 9-0 win over 
Northern NSW Horizon on the 6th of 
February 1999. 

‘The Vision were on the back foot from 
the opening minutes of the game, when 
their talented Young Matildas defender, 
Caroline Saville was struck with a brutal 
free-kick from long-range shooting 
expert, Taryn Rockall. Saville was later 
stretchered to the dressing room wearing 
a neck brace, 

Shortly afterwards, Kelly 
Golebiowski, fresh from a stint in United 
States football, scored the first of her hat- 
trick following a simple tap-in header 
after a Sapphires comer-kick had bobbed 
up invitingly on the line. 


ef 
#% GO 


FOLDAWAY MINI GOAL 


a 


In the 10th minute, good work on the 
right byline by Alicia Cavanagh lead to a 
precise chip onto the head of vice-captain 
Joanne Peters, who made no mistake with 
an open goal beckoning. 

Two minutes later, Cavanagh got her- 
self on the scoresheet after poking in a 
rare misdirected shot from Rockall. 

Tt was at this point that onlookers 
sensed a double figure score looming, 
with the Allan Bourke-coached Sapphires 
causing their opponents huge headaches 
with blistering pace, excellent running off 
the ball and good vision with their pass- 
ing. 

The Sapphires supporters had to wait 
until the 37th minute for their next round 
of applause when the experienced 
defender Lisa Warrener slammed the ball 
into the roof of the net after another cor- 
ner-kick caused havoc in the Vision back- 
line, 

In the 41st minute, Joanne Peters cut a 
ball back from the left byline for 
Cavanagh to complete her double. 

With half-time approaching, Heather 
Garriock entered the fray with two goals 
before the break. The first, a clinical left- 


footed angled shot from the left-hand 
edge of the box and the second, a short- 
range right-footed jab past Vision ‘keeper 
Melissa Barbieri. 


7-0 at half-time! 

The second-half saw Allan Bourke 
give the likes of Nikki Pichon, Nicole 
Kimber, Collette McCallum, Kathryn 
Collins and Neisha Klessattel a run and 
NSW added three more goals to their 
first-half haul. 

Golebiowski scored her second with a 
neat finish into the right-comer of the net 
in the 63rd, Kimber scored the goal of the 
WNSL season to-date with a superb shot 
from 30 metres out and Golebiowski 
completed her hat-trick ten minutes from 
time with a right-foot shot from close 
range after a precise ball over the top 
from Michelle Carey. 

For the Vision, defender Louisa Bisby 
played a solid game and despite conced- 
ing ten goals, goalkeeper Melissa 
Barbieri showed enough for national 
selectors to keep watching. 

For Allan Bourke’s team, it was a 
dynamic team performance but a player 


Save big dollars with famous 
LSPORT products this Christmas 


THE FINISHER 


10 


who looks to have a glittermg career in 
front of her is 18-year-old defender, Thea 
Slatyer. 

‘The NSW Sapphires are 3 and 0 with 
Canberra Eclipse next on the chopping 
block. 
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Fairfield 


€ Blacktown City 


By Greg Stock 


tion in the Premier League Top Five eas- 
ily accounting for a disappointing 
Fairfield at Nineveh Field on Saturday night. 

With three goals in each half, Blacktown were 
the more clinical of the two sides as the Bulls 
wasted far too many chances in front of goal to be 
any sort of threat. 

David Reid got the Demons away to an carly 
Jead when he curled a left-footed shot in from fif- 
teen yards in just the first minute of the game. 

Bulls striker Mathew Borg pulled it back when 


Be City consolidated their posi- 


"e aia 
Blacktown City’s Zak Donev in full flight 
against Fairfield. 


Bulls 2 


he took advantage of an error by Blacktown goal- 
keeper John Crawley, but after Zak Donev scored 
two goals just prior to the break the game had 
effectively ended as a contest. Jimmy Nikas killed 
off any hope of a Fairfield resurgence two minutes 
into the second half when his left-footed drive 
beat Mikuletic at the near post and from then on it 
was a procession. 

Naoki Imaya and substitute Mark Hagger com- 
pleted the rout with further strikes, while Bulls 
midfielder Leo Carle was able to get his side a 
consolation goal with a well taken penalty after 
the first effort by Marc Hoenselaars was saved by 
Crawley with referee Alex Spiroski ruling a 
retake, 

While it was a disappointing performance for 
the home side, they did squander half a dozen 
good chances in the first-half and in this competi- 
tive league that is a cardinal sin. 

Marc Hoenselaars and Mathew Borg were well 
held by Damien Foxe and Patrick Gatt while at the 
other end, Blacktown had too many attacking 
options and seemingly scored at will. Naoki 
Imaya was amongst their best while substitute 
Mark Hagger impressed in his twenty minutes or 
So late in the match. 


| Fairfield Bulls 2 (Borg 11 Carle 78pen) 
) Blacktown City 6 (Reid 1, Donev 34/44, || 
|| Nikas 47, Imaya 58, Hager 71) 


i \ 
| FAIRFIELD BULLS: Frank Mikuletic, | 
| Mathew Dihm, Paul Richardson, Stewart | 

Van Bentum (Andy Ravanello 65), Mare | 
| Hoenselaars (Ismael Arrarte 81), Mathew | 

Borg, Richard Harrison, Tom Maric (Paul |) 
| Bourke 49), Adam Snyder, Leo Carle, Jason | 
|) Connolly 


| 
|| BLACKTOWN CITY: John Crawley, 
| Damien Foxe, Peter Sermanni, Ben Willard, | 
| Paul Dee, Kain Rastall, Naoki Imaya, Jimmy | 
| Nikas, Zlatko Donev (Darren locca 55), 
| David Reid (Mark Hagger 66), Patrick Gatt | 
(Damon Langan 55) | 


= 


Belconnen 


C'bury-M'ville 


first home win of the NSW Premier League 
season on Saturday night, defeating 
Canterbury Marrickville Olympic 
3.0 at the West Belconnen Sports Ground. 
After a tight first-half in which Olympic looked the 


Te Belconnen Blue Devils recorded their 


“stronger side, the second-half saw three fine Blue 


Devil goals, five yellow cards and one melee involy- 
ing all 22 players on the pitch. 

The Olympic defence was resolute in the first-half. 
closing down every Belconnen half-chance and frus- 
trating the home side to no end. Belconnen captain and 
goalkeeper Anthony Giannasca kept the home side 
from trailing into the half-time break through some 
fine saves. 

Belconnen defender Jaime Mauro denied 
Olympic’s Greg Collins a certain goal in the 27th 
minute by heading clear a crisp header after Giannasca 
was lured out of the box by a cross. The substitution 
of last year’s Gold Medal winner Steve Lazzari into 
the match in the 56th minute seemed to spark the Blue 


0 


Devils into action. In the 58th minute Belconnen’s 
Shane Lyons sliced through the middle of the Olympic 
defence before being dispossessed, with teammate 
Danny Macor pouncing on the ball and showing great 


| Belconnen 3 (Macor 58, 75, Lazzari, 85) 
|, Canterbury Marrickville 0 


BELCONNEN: Anthony Giannasca, Oscar |} 
| Zamora, Matt Cachia, Elliot Zwangobani, |} 
Nie Purdue, Shane Lyons (Elia Salloum, 
| 88), Mike Katz, Danny Macor, Jaime Mauro, 
Stewart Camara (David Arranz, 69), Daniel 
Camara (Steve Lazzari, 56) | 


| CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE: Les | 
Bihari, Greg Collins (Mite Talcevski, 56), | 
Christian Ortiz, John Manolopoulos, Mark 
D'Alessandro, Andy Amegashie (Ali Salim, 
| 45), Con Paradisis, Mark Beldham, Hussein 
Jomaa, Aheleas Kotsopoulos, John 
}) Pillemer (Marcelo Guerrero, 79) 


St George 


By Paul Goodwin 


eaders Bonnyrigg White Eagles record- 

ed their second consecutive 5-0 win 

when they met St George on Friday 
night at the Kyeemah ground. 

St George have yet to break their duck and 
found Bonnyrigg a little too slick, going behind to 
a typical Jimmy Aschner goal in only the 4th 
minute, 

A ball was played in behind the St George 
defence, from deep and Aschner won the chase to 
the ball and slotted the ball past stand-in Saints’ 
“keeper Polak Rybczynski. 

‘The 18-year-old had a sound game despite the 
scoreline and was brought to the club by former St 
George ‘keeper Jim Fraser who had been coaching 
the ‘Keeper privately. 

Tt was pleasing to see Fraser continuing his link 
with the Saints with Rybezynski taking over from 
hamstring victim Stacy Alogdellis after coming in 
at short notice. 

The home side stuck to their task and made 


Vuko Tomasevic scored a brace against 
the Saints. 


patience to hold the ball up before rif = 
fling it past Olympic ‘keeper Les 
Bihari for the game’s first goal. 

Ten minutes later Belconnen’s Matt 
Cachia and Olympic’s Aheleas 
Kotsopoulos were given yellow cards 
after a scuffle near the Belconnen 
goal. 
The second goal came in the 75th 
minute with Lyons crossing to 
Lazzari, who beat a fallen defender to 
the ball and crossed it into the six-yard 
box for Macor to one-touch a shot into 
the bottom right corner of the net. 

Shortly after the restart Belconnen 
midfielder Elliot Zwangobani was yel- 
low carded for a dangerous tackle, and 
moment’s later teammate David 
Arranz was allegedly felled by 
Olympic’s Ali Salim in back-play, 
sparking an ugly melee involving all 
22 players. 

When order was restored, Lyons 
was cautioned for being the third man 
in. In the 85th minute Lazzari scored 
the goal of the match through a bril- 
liant individual effort. After receiving 
a ball about 35 metres from goal, 
Lazzari made a fantastic run into the 
penalty area to completely fool and 
cleanly elude three defenders before 
scoring to the left of a frustrated 
Olympic ‘keeper. 


6 @ Bonnyrigg 


Bonnyrigg work hard throughout the rest of the 
first period, but conceded a second goal just two 
minutes after the restart. = 

Saints’ former coach John Sentés, assisting the 
club for this game, felt that the defending was not 
good as a Bonnyrigg corner was headed in unchal- 
Tenged by Vuko Tomasevic and this goal undid all 
the hard work contributed by the locals in con- 
taining their opponents during a busy first-half. 

Archie Markopoulos had gone close to bridging 
the gap twice during this period, but the third goal 
knocked Saints right out of the contest, 

Bonnyrigg substitute and former Central Coast 
player, Shane Knight, increased the margin after a 
goalmouth scramble in the 75th minute and a 
minute later it was all over. 

Saints could not sustain their effort past this 
point and when Tomasevic was again allowed to 
sneak in at the back post to nod in a free-kick there 
was no way back. 

Knight also fully capitalised in stoppage time 
when Saints lost possession well out from goal 
allowing the White Eagles’ new signing to go on 
and round the exposed ‘keeper. 


— 


St George Saints 0 
| Bonnyrigg WE 5 (Aschner 4, Tomasevic 
| 47, 76, Knight 75, 92) 
| 


ST GEORGE SAINTS: Polak Rybezynski, | 
| Mark Bariamis (Steven Papadopoulos 46), 
Nick Bolianitis, Angelo Petratos, Max 
Sevares (Joshua Rufo 65), Michael Kladis, 
George Maglis, Achilleas Markopoulos 
| (Emmanuel Papageorgiou 70), Fabio 
| Macolino, Brad Campbell, Sim6n Verrender 
| 
| 
| BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES: David 
| Aceski, Sasha Utjesenovic, Devrim Huseyin 
| (Bobby Dragas 60), Vuko Tomasevic, Javier 
| Mancino (Shane Knight 67), David Harding, 
Chris Bradley, Johnny Ghisso, Robert 
Gomez (Leigh Gunn 83), Jimmy Aschner, 
John Kyriazopoulos 


f=] Central Coast 


By Ray Sandell 


ended their opponents unbeaten run 
when they defeated Penrith 1-0 at 
Andrews Road Field. 

Even more impressive was the fact that they did 
it with only ten men for the last hour of the match 
after goalkeeper Darren Moore was sent-off for 
allegedly tripping Penrith striker Rod Hutchinson. 

The first real test came after 18 minutes when 
the Panthers received a free-kick just outside the 
Coasties penalty area and Ossie El Ali’s shot was 
well saved low down by Moore. 

Coasties immediately counter attacked and 
good work by Mick Williams and Peter Preston 
found them both in the Penrith penalty area with 
only Chad Taylor to beat but Jason Sciberras 
appeared from nowhere to clear just as Preston 
‘was about to shoot. 

From the next play, Clark received the ball out 
on the right and Taylor saved well from his on tar- 
get shot from 20 metres. Penrith started their best 
period of the half with Sciberras getting more into 
the play and making dangerous penetrations into 
the Coasties’ box but his efforts went unrewarded. 

Ten minutes before half-time, Hutchinson 
picked up a loose ball down the left-hand side and 
made a run towards the Coasties goal. 

Moore came out of his penalty area to cut him 
off but as he dived to get the ball, Hutchinson fell 
and referee Craig Pearce adjudged Moore to have 
deliberately tripped his opponent and showed him 
the red card. Peter Leary was then replaced by 
Substitute goalie Matt Collits who took over 
Moore’s position. 

In the second-half, the Coasties weathered a 
period of Penrith pressure to go on the attack. 
Andrew Clark and Peter Ritchie started making 
Tuns out wide and one of Clark’s crosses led to a 
mix up in the Panthers’ area. 

Taylor appeared to drop the ball and Sean 
Matthews was on hand to “toe poke” the ball into 
‘an empty net. Penrith went looking for an equalis- 
er and made a couple of goal-scoring chances but 


F: the second week in a row, the Coasties 


TaN 


By Paul Goodwin 


Park on Sunday Leichhardt Tigers and 

Bankstown City Lions shared the spoils 
after a tight and tense finish to a game 
between two sides coming off losses the previ- 
ous weekend, 

The game began in warm and humid weather 
with both sides struggling to gain the upper hand 
as first Allan Picken for the Tigers and then 
Steve Dimitrievski for Bankstown went close in 
the first half-hour. 

As a southerly bluster began to sweep the field 
bringing with it thundery rain the home side 
gained the first advantage after a first half, which 
had seen minimal opportunities for either team. 

Michael Galluzzo sent Jeremy Brown away 
down the right, with a nice pass and after some 
good work by the Kiwi wingman the ball was 
crossed tantalizingly to the far post, where 


[ wildly changing conditions at Lambert 


2) Leichhardt Tigers 1 
Bankstown City 


1 


both were wasted by El Ali, who surprisingly 
missed both attempts by blazing over the bar from 
six metres out. 


Panthers 0 
Coasties 1 (Matthews 69m) 


PENRITH: Taylor, Hawkins (Wells), 
Gardiner, Marosevic, Hutchinson (Lima), El 
Ali, L O'Connell, Sciberras, T O'Connell, 
Noble, Boyd (Orcajo) 


COASTIES: Moore, Matthews, Daley, 
Hokin, Preston, Peatey, Williams (Steele), 
Freeman (Smith), Leary (Collits), Ritchie, 
Clark 


Sent-off: Moore (Coasties) 


1 


Lions’ keeper Cem Akilli was unable to reach it, 
allowing James Stubbs-Mills to make a well- 
timed run into the box where he was able to pro- 


Leichhardt Tigers 1 (Stubbs-Mills 41) 
Bankstown City Lions 1 (MacDonald 67) 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS: Andrew Crews, 
Joe Moric (Anthony Tesoro 79), Ross 
Kethel, Steven Livingstone, Michael 
Galluzzo, James Stubbs-Mills, Allan Picken 
(Harry James 68), Steve Karavatakis, Sam 
La Rocea (Joe Bruni 74), Jeremy Brown, 
Zoki Adioski 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS: Cem Akilli, 
Sefer Yildiz, Richard Luksic, Bryan 
Raeburn, Paul Weame (Alex Trpkoski 56), 
George Issa, lain MacDonald, Dong-Ki Kim, 
Adam Mammoliti, Damien Luksic, Colin Luff 
(Goce Trposki 87), Steven Dimitrievski 
(Anthony Kanaan 79) 


3 
2 Sutherland Sharks’ 1 


By slammed it in the back of the net, giving his side a 
By Lezetto'leeac crucial 3-1 victory. - 
lhe Parramatta Eagles secured an impor- 
tant victory on Sunday evening, defeat- 
ing the Sutherland Sharks 3-1, at Melita 
Stadium, in terrible windy conditions. 

The victory keeps them in touch with the com- 
petition leaders and is sure to give them confi- 
dence in the coming rounds. 

Strong wind and heavy rain marred the game 
early, making it difficult for both teams to control 
the ball. But the conditions did not stop Eagles’ 
player Danial Cummins from scoring a goal 7 
minutes in. The ball ricocheted off two of his 
teammates, before he miraculously slotted it 
through for a goal. 

With the wind at their back the Eagles secured 
a crucial second goal in the 16th minute. Geoff 
Howarth cut a ball to teammate Jim Bakis on the 
Tight side of the field. Bakis made no mistake 
striking in the comer of the net. 

After being shell shocked with the two early 
goals by the Eagles, the Sharks looked to be set- 
tling down, matching their opponents in the mid- 
dle of the half. But their task proved difficult, hav- 
ing to kick into the breeze. 

The second-half saw the Eagles pick up where 
they left off. An early cross by Mauricio Islas 
almost connected with teammate Daniel Kukucka 
who could have easily found the back of the net. 
The Sharks also came out firing. Some fancy foot- 
work by Monte Pfrengle almost got through the 
Eagles defence. 

A mix up in the middle of the field saw 
Mauricio Islas stretched off the field after he fell 
awkwardly on his foot in the 57th minute. 

The Sharks finally scored their first goal of the 
night in the 75th minute in controversial circum- 
stances. Eagles’ goalie Jason Holmes fouled 
Monte Pfrengle in the box. Pfrengle slotted the 
penalty, making the score 2-1. 

The Sharks’ jubilation was short lived when 
replacement Anthony Mondello received a blaz- 
ing cross from Geoff Howarth in the 80th minute. 
‘The pass found his teammate Mondello, who 


Danial Cummins (right) got the ball, 
rolling for the Eagles. 


Eagles 3 (Danial Cummins 7m, Jim Bakis 
16m, Anthony Mondello 80m) 
Sharks 1 (Monte Pirengle 75m pen) 


PARRAMATTA: Jason Holmes, Geoffrey 
Dwyer, Malcolm Meilak, Mark Reveley, 
Mirko Jurilj, Mauricio Islas (Anthony 
Mondello 57), Daniel Kukucka (Anthony 
Mittiga 84), Jim Bakis (Stephen” Chips 
82), Glenn Sprod, Geoffrey Howarth, 
Danial Cummins 


SHARKS: Mitchell Blowes, Peter Feehan, 
Alen Stajcic, David O'Han, Ben Short, 
David Heffernan (Ambrose Mancia 63), 
Monte Pfrengle, Alex Pfrengle (Bill 
Petrovski 63), Steve Cklamovski, Kris 
Karanasos, Kire Josevski 


duce a glancing header which found 
its way just inside the left post. \ 

Bankstown worked their way 
back into the game as Alex 
Trpkoski arrived off the bench and 
both he and Colin Luff went close 
before Iain MacDonald was able to 
put his side level in the 67th minute. 

George Issa’s deep cross from the 
right to a dense crowd of players, 10 
yards out from goal, on the left of 
the area, made Andrew Crews’ job 
almost impossible as MacDonald 
managed to squeeze his header past | 
the unsighted ‘keeper and into the 
net. It was a top-notch finish. 

The game drew to a close in live- 
ly fashion with raids at both ends 
and some players began to make life 
difficult for referee Nick Asargiotis 
with desperate tackling, as first 
MacDonald with a volley from a 
Trpkoski cross and then Harry 
James with a shot just wide from an 
angle, deep in stoppage time, left 
the likelihood of a late winner high- 
ly possible. 


James Stubbs-Mills warmed up for New Caledonia by 
scoring against Bankstown. 
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German players jubilate their 4-0 victory over Ukraine at Dortmund. 


VOLLER RELIEVED AS 
GERMANY SAIL THROUGH 


hugely-satisfied German coach, 

Rudi Voller said after Germany 

crushed Ukraine 4-1 last week 
in their World Cup play-off, second leg 
and qualify for the World Cup finals, 
that he had realised early on that a 
coach had to take the rough with the 
smooth — haying experienced both 
extremes in recent months, ranging 
from the 5-1 home loss to England in 
September to last week’s scintillating 
show. 

“P'ye always been a realist. I knew 
after we managed a couple of wins there 
would be defeats too. Criticism has been 
< a good experience for me in the past few 

| weeks,” Voller reflected. 

“Tn the qualifiers we were up against 
another great footnall nation in England 
and we knew we might only come sec- 
ond,” he told German television. 

Having drawn the first leg 1-1 in Kiev, 


z Uruguay's 


the Germans were favourites to complete 
the job at a venue where they had previ- 
ously won nine and drawn one of 10 
internationals. 

And they took their place in their 15th 
finals with a trio of early goals which 
flattened the resolve of their eastern 
European opponents. 

There had been feverish speculation 
‘on the run-up to the two matches that 
coach Rudi Voller might feel obliged to 
quit had the three-times world apd 
European champions failed to reach the 
finals for the first time ever. 

But within 20 minutes of the kick-off 
there was no doubt that the ntire squad 
had grasped the urgency of the situation 
as the hosts raced into a three-goal lead. 

After just four minutes their defence 
cracked when Bernd Schneider whipped 
over a cross from the right and Michael 
Ballack sent a bullet header arrowing into 
the net as the 
Beeay er 
Leverkusen com- 
bination which 
had wreaked 
havoc in the 
opening —_ leg 
again unlocked 
the door. 

Ballack’s fifth 
goal of the long 
World Cup quali- 
fying campaign 
warmed up the 
52,000 crowd 
and six minutes 
later another 
Leverkusen man, 
Oliver Neuville, 
suspended for the 
first game, made 
it 2-0 from close 


nzalo De los Santos, (left) battles for the range following a 
ball with Argentine Juan Pablo Sorin during their World goalbound header 
game in Montevideo, Uruguay. 


from Hertha Berlin’s Marko Rehmer. 

Schneider was again at the hub of 
things, starting the move with a corner. 

Voller won the World Cup under Franz 
Beckenbauer in 1990 but the latter had 
lambasted the current crop of German 
stars as just average after their failure to 
edge out England in the group qualifying 
phase, 

The normally  difficult-to-please 
Beckenbauer saluted the team at the end. 

“ thought they played superb football. 
We could have scored more but it’s won- 
derful we are going to the World Cup,” 
said the Bayer Munich president. 

“Ukraine had hardly warmed up and 
they were 3-0 down.” . 

Jancker, who took Bierhoff’s starting 
place, was glad to see the Finnish night- 
mare banished. 

“We were very aggressive from the 
outset and we knew what we had to do,” 
the Bayern star told German television. 
“The fans tonight were brilliant - they 
really gave me goose pimples,” Jancker 
added. 


Skipper Kahn admitted he was person- 
ally relieved. 

“We have been under massive pressure 
cover the past eight or nine days. We final- 
ly showed what had been missing, really 
exploding early on and I think we can go 
on to greater things,” Kahn said. 

“If you can come through such pres- 
sure then there is nothing to fear. The 
World Cup finals are the biggest thing 
there is for a player,” the shot-stopper 
added. 

Biethoff said he was happy to have 
come through a nightmare period after 
personal criticism directed at him after 
the Finland match. 

“Tt was a tough time for me - but 
what’s important today is that we have 
qualified. My fate is not as important as 
qualifying,” said the veteran. 
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defeats and much painful exertion — 

but Brasil finally preserved their ever- 
present record at World Cup finals last 
week by beating Venezuela 3-0 in their 
final Latin American qualifier. 

‘The samba stars thus clinched third place 
in the regional table on goal difference from 
Paraguay, who also go through despite a 4-0 
home thrashing on the final day by Colombia. 

Luizao put Brazil ahead when he beat 
Venezuelan goalkeeper Rafael Dudamel in 
the 12th minute, Luizao scored off a pass 
from Edilson in the 18th and Rivaldo scored 
in the 35th off a feed from Edilson, who had 
tured his defender around twice. 


I: took four coaches, six embarrassing 


BRASIL IN AT LAST AFTER 
48 GAMES OF SUFFERING’ 


“We know we have to improve a lot,” 
Brazil captain Emerson said. “But we didn’t 
have time. Now we will.” 

The first four teams in South America 
qualified, as Argentina finished first with 43 
points, 12points ahead of Ecuador and 
13points ahead of Brazil and Paraguay. 

It was the worst qualifying campaign ever 
for Brazil, which has not lost to Venezuela in 
their past 15 official games, outscoring them 
710-2. 

“It’s been 18 games of suffering,” Brazil 
defender Roberto Carlos said. 4 

Uruguay and Colombia were both finished 
on 27 points, but Uruguay earned the playoff 
berth because of a better goal difference. 


Rivaldo offered 
42m by Juventus 


uyentus have always 

been interested in 

Brazil-born and 
sarcelona midfielder 
Rivaldo. 

Tt seems that now the 
‘Turin side are going to offer 
8.5 million pesetas (42.5 
million dollars) for the 
Brazilian star, Diariosport 
reported, Several other 
teams, such as AS Roma, 
Parma AC, S.S. Lazio, 
Milan AC and Manchester 
United FC are also pursuing 
the player. 

Alejandro Mancuso, who 
is close to Rivaldo, traveled 
last week to Italy where he 
will meet with Lazio offi- 
cials. The purpose of this trip 
hasn’t been officially 


announced, but it is obvious 
that the sides involved will 
discuss the possible transfer. 


Luiz Scolari 


Scolari remains 


Brasil’s coach 


fter last week's 
Brazilian national 
team’s victory over 


Venezuela 3-0, thanks to 
which Brazil reached the 
2002 World Cup final stage, 
the president of the Football 
Federation of Brazil Alfredo 
Nunes announced that Luiz 
Felipe Scolari will head the 
national team in Japan and 
-South Korea, 

“Scolari will head the 
national team during the 2002 


This is further confirmed 
by the fact that Paco Cazal, 
who is closely connected 
with Lazio, will be present at 
the upcoming meeting. 
Lazio vice-president 
Roberto Bettega and manag- 
ing director Luciano Moggi 
are to represent the Italian 
side. 

Lazio management insists 
that the details of the meet- 
ing be kept in secret, at least 
until the end of this year. 

Despite the fact the 
Catalan club has several 
times declared that Rivaldo 
is not for sale, Juve are 
determined to reach their 
aim. Rivaldo will receive 10 
million of the aboye-men- 
tioned 42.5 million dollars, 
if the move takes place prior 
to the expiration of his con- 
tract. 


epublic of Ireland clinched a 
R= in the World Cup finals for 

the third time in their history 
despite losing 1-0 to Iran last week in the 
second leg of their European/Asian play- 
off. 

Mick MeCarthy’s men went through to 
the finals in Japan and Korea next summer 
courtesy of their 2-0 first leg win in Dublin. 

After the match, McCarthy was in tears, 

“It’s a dream come true for me and 
everyone. We've waited a long time for 
this. They are a wonderful group of players 
and staff, they deserve it. A 

“Lam very happy because we have wait- 


World Cup. 1 consider that 
decision fair because he led 
the team to the World Cup 
final stage,” Nunes stated. 

In any case, certain changes 
will most probably be made. 
For example, the technical 
director of the club is likely to 
be replaced by Carlos Alberto 
Parreira who led the Brazilian 
national team to victory in the 
1994 World Cup in the USA, 

Parreira already has experi- 
ence working with Scolari. 


: Tipped for global honour. 


ed for this day for a long time. I am proud 
for my family, the country, the supporters. 

“We have worked hard for this goal, but 
T want to thank the lovely Iranian people, I 
am sorry we eliminated them but very 
happy we have qualified.” 

Tran coach Miroslav Blazevic, who 
coached the Croatia side that beat the Irish 
back in 1999, said he was prepared to take 
responsibility for the defeat. 

“Lam very sad because my team played 
very well and deserved to go to the World 
Cup finals,” said the Croatian who took his 
own country to the semi-finals in France in 
1998, 

“J did my best. If the team hasn’t quali- 


Republic of Ireland manager Mick McCarthy holds up his arms after the 2002 World Cup qualifying match against Iran in Tefferan. 


Tearful Irish coach hails World Cup ticket 


fied, then I assume it is my fault,” added 
Blazevic. 

Tran scored in the first minute of injury 
time at the end of the game when Yahya 
Golmohammadi headed in a free kick — to 
inflict the first defeat on the Irish in a com- 
petitive game since Croatia beat them in 
September 1999 in a Euro 2000 qualifier — 
but it was all too little, too late. 

McCarthy's 57th match in charge of the 
national team was played in front of 
120,000 passionate fans, some of whom 
had been in the ground six hours before the 
kick-off. 

‘There were around 1000 Irish fans inside 
the Azadi Stadium including 20 women — 


FIGO, R 


the first time female spectators had been 
allowed to watch a match in the ground 
since the Islamic Revolution in 1979, 
Ireland rarely threatened although strike 
‘duo Robbie Keane and David Connolly 
worked hard to keep the Iran defence on 
their toes which meant the home side could 
never afford to commit too many men to 
attack in the opening period, 

Given played down his role in Ireland's 
win, 

“The whole squad of players tonight 
gave it their all. We're absolutely shattered 
now, so we just have to go home and enjoy 
the party,” the keeper told the BBC. 


UL FOR 


Portugal’s Luis Figo and Raul of 


E= international David Beckham, 


‘Spain are favourites among the play- 
ers shortlisted for the FIFA World Player of 
the Year title next month. 

Manchester United midfielder Beckham is a 
strong contender with a string of excellent per- 
formances for his country including a last-ditch 
freekick against Greece which sealed England's 
qualification for next summer's World Cup 
finals. 

Midfield maestro Figo has proved to be a key 
member of Real Madrid, overshadowing world 
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record signing Zinedine Zidane with the 
Spanish giants, with team-mate Raul also a key 
mover in the side. 

The successor to two-time winner Zidane 
will officially be announced’ on Monday, 
December 17, at the FIFA World Player Gala 
2001 in Zurich. World and European champion 
Zidane won the title in 1998 and 2000. - 

And this year for the first time the prestigious 
award will also be made to" women footballers 
with shortlisted candidates US stars Mia Hamm 
and Tiffany Milbrett and China’s Sun Wen. 


s | “Ywo goals from Frenchman 
David Trezeguet gave 
Juventus a 3-1 win over 

Parma, their first victory in six 

Teague matches. 

After Trezeguet put Juve ahead 
in the 10th minute, Parma drew 
level through Sabri Lamouchi but 
then had their Argentine midfielder 
Matias Almeyda sent off for a late 
challenge on Edgar Davids. 

Alessandro Del Piero, playing in 
his 200th Serie A match, restored 
Juve’s lead in the 75th minute 
before Trezeguet secured the win 
with a close-range strike in injury 
time. 


ATALANTA 1 

VENEZIA o 
Fausto Rossini strike in 
the 29th minute was 
enough to secure Atalanta 

their third victory of the season. 


FIORENTINA 0 
TORINO t') 


inancially-troubled 
FRc drew their first 

league match of the season, 
but they had few clear-cut 
chances to score with strikers 
Nuno Gomes and Maurizio Ganz 
well contained by the Torino 
defence, 


LECCE 1 
BOLOGNA 0 


x-Inter Milan defender 
Bruno Cirillo scored with 


‘a 36th-minute volley for 
his first goal in 18 months, giving 
Lecce their third win of the sea- 
son, 

Bologna striker Julio Cruz had 
an 88th-minute penalty well saved 
by Lecce goalkeeper Antonio 
Chimenti to preserve victory for the 
Serie A’s only southera club. 


AC MILAN 0 

PIACENZA “0 
arlo Ancelotti had a frus- 
trating Serie A debut as 
AC Milan coach after his 

side were held to a goalless draw 


at home to lowly Piacenza. 
Milan played the last half hour 


. Inter Milan's Portuguese Sergio Conceicao (left) fights for the ball with Roma’s Vincent Candela. 


Del Piero marks 


milestone in style 


with 10 men after defender 
Alessandro Costacurta was dis- 
missed for a crude challenge on 
Sergio Volpi while Piacenza had 
Filippo Cristante sent off in the 
66th minute for his second book- 
able offence. 


$ Roma were held to their 

fourth league draw of the 

season by Inter Milan, 
helping Inter maintain their two- 
point lead over the defending 
champions. 

Striker Christian Vieri, on his 
return from injury, saw his power- 
ful header hit the crossbar midway~ 
through the first half while AS 
Roma midfielder Assuncao hit the 
post from a free kickin the second 
half. 


Neither side, though, showed the 
necessary form to win the match 
and had to settle for a goalless 
draw. 


UDINESE 1 
LAZIO 4 

azio, without Dutch 

defender Jaap Stam who 

was suspended after test- 
ing positive for nandrolone, won 
4-1 at Udinese, who ended the 
match with nine men after 
Valerio Bertotto and Mohammed 
Gargo were sent off. 


Argentine striker Hernan Crespo, 
who scored a hat-trick against 
Brescia a fortnight ago, notched 
two more for Lazio with Fabio 
Liverani and Claudio Lopez also on 
target. 


PERUGIA 1 
BRESCIA 1 


razilian midfielder Ze 

Maria levelled the scores 

for Perugia with an 18th- 
minute penalty after Luca Toni’s 
sixth-minute strike had put visit- 
ing Brescia ahead. 


Alessandro Del Piero, who 
celebrated his 200th Serie A 
game with a goal against 
Parma. 


SUNDERLAND 2 
LEEDS UNITED 0 
fter the euphoria of 
Ireland’s World Cup quali- 
fication, Leeds’s Irish strik- 
er Robbie Keane came down to 
earth with a bump at the Stadium 
of Light, 

He wasted a simple early chance 
and was denied a late penalty as 
Julio Area’s follow-up and Kevin 
Phillips searing half-volley for 
Sunderland handed Leeds their first 
Teague defeat of the season and pre- 
vented them returning to the top of 
the table, 


IPSWICH 1 
BOLTON 2 

udni Bergsson headed 

Bolton’s first from Per 

Frandsen’s cross and 
Michael Ricketts cutely flipped 
the ball over the goalkeeper and 
headed in a second to put Bolton 
2-0 up inside 25 minutes, 

Matt Holland drove the ball home 
tight on halftime for Ipswich but 
despite incessant second-half pres- 
Sure they couldn’t save a point and 
remain deep in trouble, Bolton are 
only four points off the top. 


ASTON VILLA ) 


MIDDLESBROUGH 0 
nbeaten at home, Villa 
huffed and puffed against a 
gritty Middlesbrough side 

and almost took the lead in the 

first half when striker Juan Pablo 

Angel struck the bar. 

The closest Middlesbrough came 
was when on-loan defender Franck 
Queudrue headed against the bar but 
point kept Steve McClaren’s side 
six points clear of the drop zone. 


FULHAM 3 
NEWCASTLE UTD 1 


‘eweastle have now played 

27 games in London with- 

‘out winning and they were 

neyer in contention against sweet- 
passing Fulham, 

Louis Saha, sporting a new cus- 

tard-coloured hairdo, swerved in a 


Teddy Sheringham (centre) of Tottenham Hotspur shoots at 
goal watched by Arsenal players Patrick Vieira (left) and Ray 


superb opener after 20 minutes and 
fellow — Frenchman Sylvain 
Legwinski capped a flowing move 
with the second eight minutes later. 
Gary Speed’s second-half header 
made it 2-1 but Barry Hayles replied 
in kind for Fulham and Newcastle 
striker Alan Shearer then saw his 
late penalty saved by Edwin van der 
Sar. 


BLACKBURN 1 
LIVERPOOL 1 


‘ichael Owen outjumped 
Henning Berg to head 
Liverpool in front after 


30 tetchy minutes, the England 
striker’s 12th goal of the season. 


i 


Parlour, 


Manchester United”s Dwight Yorke (righi 


their game at Old Trafford. 


But Matt Jansen, who had already 
tested Jerzy Dudek in the Liverpool 
goal twice, fired low into the net fol- 
lowing a comer to equalise for 
Rovers seven minutes after halftime. 
Danny Murphy missed a clear stop- 
page-time chance to win the match 
for the visitors. 


DERBY COUNTY 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 
outhampton had the better of 
the match but lost it when 
striker James Beattie mis- 
cued an attempted clearance and 
the ball yeered onto the post 
before Frenchman Youl Mawene 
applied the finishing touch. 
+ Paul Telfer’s effort that hit the bar 
in the first half was Southampton’s 
best attempt. 


EVERTON 0 
CHELSEA 0 
yerton had the better of the 
first half, Chelsea the sec- 
‘ond, but neither team could 
score a goal to reward their domi- 
nance. 7 
Chelsea’s Italian _ striker 
Gianfranco Zola saw a free kick 
pushed onto the bar and both he and 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink wasted 
other chances. Substitute goalkeeper 
Carlo Cudicini denied Everton strik- 
er Duncan Ferguson at the death. 


MANCHESTER UTD 2 
LEICESTER CITY . 0 


uud yan Nistelrooy headed 
in a pinpoint David 
eckham cross to put 


United in front after 21 minutes. 
But Laurent Blanc felled Trevor 
Benjamin to concede a penalty soon 
after only for Fabien Barthez to 
come controversially to the home 
side’s rescue, United’s French goal- 
keeper forced Leicester’s penalty 
taker Muzzy Izzet to wait by walk- 
ing to his near post and turning his 


#t) jumps with Leicester City’s Frank Sinclair during 


PRE 


R DIVISION | 


rate 


“back on the ball. Barthez then 
plunged to his right to push Izzet’s 
effort on to the post. Dwight Yorke 
joyfully headed his first goal of the 
season five minutes after halftime to 
complete United’s first win in four 
league games. 


TOTTENHAM 1 


ARSENAL 1 
rsenal defender ~— Sol 
‘Campbell absorbed all that 
‘his former club's fans and 

players could throw at him and the 

visitors looked set for victory when 

Robert Pires curved a 25-metre shot 

into the net with nine minutes left. 

Spurs deserved a point, though, 
with defender Dean Richards having 
twice hit the woodwork. Gus Poyet’s 
volley four minutes into stoppage time, 
which Arsenal goalkeeper Richard 

Wright should have saved, ensured 

justice was done, 


THIS 
WEEK 


(Saturday, November 24) 


West Ham vs Tottenham 
Bolton vs Fulham 
Chelsea vs Blackburn 
Leeds vs Aston Villa 
Leicester vs Everton 
Liverpool vs Sunderland 

Middlesbrough vs Ipswi 
Newcastle vs Derby 
Southampton vs Charlton 


(Sunday, November 25) 
Arsenal vs Manchester Utd 
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Spanish Primera Liga 


 Makaay magic Keeps Coruna ontop 


utch international cheted back to Makaay, 
striker Roy Makaay who didn’t make any mis 
; demanded a recall takes with his second 
during the week from chance. 
Deportivo La Coruna He headed home his — 
coach Javier Irureta and and Deportivo’s — third 
; repaid the compliment in goal of the night after 73 
full, with a hat-trick as the — minutes, 
league leaders beat visitors Barcelona failed to J 
Real Sociedad 3-1. maintain the pressure on 
However, for much of the Deportivo as Las Palmas 
first half it was difficult to reinforced their reputation 
tell the difference between as.ateam difficult to beat in 


WORLD LEAGUES 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


Groningen 4 Fortuna Sittard 2, Utrecht 6 
Graafschap 0, Ajax Amsterdam 1 NAC 
Breda 3, Feyenoord 3 Vitesse Arnhem 2, 
Den Bosch 1 Twente Enschede 3, Willem 
Il Tilburg 1 Roda JC Kerkrade 1, PSV 
Eindhoven 3 NEC Nijmegen 1, AZ 
‘Alkmaar 0, RKC Waalwijk 1, Heerenveen 
3 Sparta Rotterdam 0. 


Deportivo, who have beenon front of their home fans, Heerenveen 26 10 24 
top of the Spanish first divi- having lost only once in Vitesse Arnhem 13.7 23 
sion for the last few week, seven games this season. NAC Breda 20 21 21 
and Real Sociedad, who have The Catalan giants were Utrecht 23 17 20 


22 19 20 
19 18 18 
12 19 18 
15 15 17 
14:17 14 
14 16 14 
16 22 14 
15 25 14 
16 19 13 
14 28 13 


been mired in the relegation the more adventurous 
zone since the start of the — team, especially in the sec- 
season. ond half, but Las Palmas. 
The San Sebastian side deserved their share of the 
started the betterand took the points in the 0-0 draw Twente Enschede 
lead after just eight minutes thanks to some resolute AZ Alkmaar 


thanks 10 theit midfielder defending, especialy fto™ percelona’s Dutch Patrick Kiuiver (right) struggles for} "nS" 


Xabi Alonso. local favourite Vinnie Graafschap 
‘The tide tured for the  Samways: the ball with Carmelo of Las Palmas. Den Bosch 


home side with a outstanding Real Madrid extended just seven minutes into the tried in vain to respond but, Sparta Rotterdam 13 


PSV Eindhoven 
Willem I Tilburg 
NEC Nijmegen 
RKC Waalwijk 


Wamberto (right) of Ajax 
Amsterdam fights for the ball with 


VEN APEOUNURAARAIM HS 


VOEANKVNUNKBANNYLUYENDSE 
MADR BIIEDUNOUNENYNDNE 


goal by Makaay after 35 their unbeaten streak over second half with an excellent — without Alexander | Roda JC Kerkrade 13 14 19 12 

anter Sevilla in their own Santiago individual effort from inside  Mostovoi’s guiding presence | Fortuna Sitard 11 ri yor ime apc Sui! (obi 
Spanish international Bernabeu stadium to 14 the area. in midfield and faced with 

Victor Sanchez chipped the games with a 2-1 victory. However, Sevilla decided the best defence in the 


ball into the penalty area Spanish international not to throw inthe towel and league, they were unable to 
from wide out on the right striker Fernando Morientes tried to salvage something — grab an equaliser. 

wing and Jose Emilio prolonged Sevilla’s sorry from the game. 

‘Amavisca headed down to record — which stretches Sevilla striker Moises 


Neuchatel Xamax 0 Young Boys 0, FC 
Zurich 2 Lugano 3, Basle 1 Aarau 0, St 


Makaay’s feet. back 17 seasons — with Garcia went close no less 
Makaay had his back to goals just afew minuteseach than on three occasions Gallen 1 Lucerne 1, Lausanne Sports 2 
the goal and had to spin side of half time. before finally finding the net Grasshoppers 4, Servette 2 Sion 3. 
through 180 degrees before However, Real Madrid on 75 minutes, after connect- ~ 
blasting the ball past Real could have been left to regret ing with a cross from Javi PWD LF APts 
Sociedad goalkeeper Alberto the myriad of squandered  Casquero and both Moises Bide 1911 4 4453137 
Lopez with his second touch. chances during the first half, and his team mate Pablo y 
Makaay had two goes at before Morientes finally Alfaro went close to getting Sion 1910 3 6 392533 
scoring his second goal after broke the deadlock four min- an equaliser in the final 15 Lugano 19,9 5 5 343032 
eS ms Hi et shot ue before the break, as the eee a 4 St Gallen 198 7 4352931 
from the edge of the area ndalusian visitors nearly laves took just six min- 
bounced off the shins of Real - managed to grab a draw late utes to score the only goal in Sasshceee i8AO8 asi 28 I 
Sociedad defender Luiz inthe game, a 1-0 win over Gelta Vigo. Servette LEN a eh es) 
Alberto but fortunately rico- Morientes got his second Midfielder Pablo’s 20-metre Young Boys 197 7 5 342528 
drive took a deflection off a FC Zurich 196 7 6 222625 
Celta defender before spin- Deportiva Coruna” Pett 196 6 7252224 
fing into the corer. Celta 3 Neuchatel Xamax 19 5 7 7 24.28 22 
Lucerne 193 3 13215412 
St. Gallen’s Ivan Stefanovic (L) Lausanne Sports 192 3 141846 9 
chases the ball with FC Lucerne’s Po eee a3 


Markus Meier. 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION 


OFI Crete 0 AEK Athen 0, Panathinaikos 2 Aris Salonika 1, Akratitos 3 
Panachaiki 1, Ionikos 1 Panionios 1, Iraklis 0 Ethnikos Asteras 0, PAOK Salonika 
2 Aegaleo 1, Olympiakos 1 Xanthi 1 


P Ww D L F A Pts 
AEK Athens 6 5 0 1 i 3 15 
Olympiakos 6 4 2 0 16 =) 14 
Panathinaikos 6 3 2 1 16 6 it 
OF! Crete 6 3 1 zi 7 7 10 
Aris Salonika 6 2 3 it 8 6 9 
PAOK Salonika 6 2 2 1 2 8 9 
Akratitos 6 2 2 2 8 6 8 
Xanthi 6 iz: 2 ae 7 8 
Ethnikos Asteras 6 2 2 2 6 7 8 
Traklis 6 2 2 2 7 “) 8 
Panionios 6 0 4 2 7 Bt 4 
Panachaiki 6 1 1 4 ff 18 4 
; 25 z Tonikos 6 0 B33 4 aby 3 
French star, Zinedine Zidane of Real Madrid Aegaleo 6 0 1 5 sh 7 1 


chases Toedtli of Sevilla. 
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Rangers’ Claudio Caniggla (left ) fights 


for the ball with Dunfermline’s Youssef 
Rossi. 
UNSTOPPABLE CELTIC 
‘enrik Larsson converted a penalty seconds 
H= halftime to give Celtic a 1-0 win 
“away to Hearts in the Scottish premier 
league on Saturday, 

Celtic’s speedy winger Didier Agathe charged into 
the box only to be brought down by defender Andy 
Webster, 

Bobby Petta denied Hearts an equaliser when he 
blocked Ricardo Fuller’s header on the line in the 
75th minute to ensure Celtic stayed seven points clear 
of arch-rivals Rangers. 

Shota Arveladze and Tore-Andre Flo scored two 
apiece to give second-placed Rangers a 4-0 home win 
over 10-man Dunfermline Athletic. 

‘The Georgian international opened the scoring in 
the sixth minute from a cross by Argentine Claudio 
Caniggia. Flo scored twice in five minutes early in the 
second, the first from a through ball by Claudio 
Reyna and the second from Lorenzo Amuruso’s head- 
er ata comer. Arveladze added the fourth in the 59th 
minute, 

Dunfermline, who have not won at Ibrox since 
1972, had defender Youssef Rossi sent off 10 minutes 
from the end for brining down a goal-bound 
Caniggia. Two men were sent off, one from each side, 
as Livingston clung to third place with a 1-0 home 
win over Dundee,. 

Livingston had Carlos Aurellio dismissed in the 
first half for abusive language but still scored a 57th 
minute winner through Barry Wilson. Dundee’s 
Argentine centre-back Walter del Rio was sent off 15 
minutes from time for a second yellow card, Robbie 
Winters and Hicham Zerouali scored injury time 
goals to give Aberdeen a 2-0 home win over 
Hibernian that keeps them in fourth pace behind 
Livingston on goal difference. Both sides have 26 
points, 11 behind Celtic. 

Two players were dismissed near the end of 
Dundee United’s 2-1 home win over bottom side St 
Johnstone. Jim Hamilton, who had just scored 
United’s winner, and Darren Dods of St Johnstone 
were sent off for fighting with less than 15 minutes 
remaining. 


AUXERRE MAINTAIN 
WINNING FORM 


ens stretched their lead at the top of the French 

first division to four points with a 1-0 defeat of 

‘Sedan on Saturday as Lille went down 2-1 at 
Auxerre, 

‘That result shuffled the leading pack, leaving Lens four 
points clear of Lyon, who were easy 3-0 winners at Lorient, 
followed by Auxerre a point further back and Lille slipped 
to fourth. Former Juventus player Joceyin Blanchard hit 
Lens’ winner in the 11th minute and the northemers hung 
on despite playing poorly in front of 37,968 spectators at 
the Stade Felix-Bollaert. 

‘Djibril Cisse, the 20-year-old tipped to become the next 
attacking force in the French national side, hit Auxerre’s 
‘opener in the 38th minute and Yann Lachuer added a sec- 
‘ond eight minutes from time. Auxerre defender Somko 
Boumsong scored an injury-time own goal but it came too 
late to influence the result. 

‘Atthe other end of the table, reigning champions Nantes 
continued their pitiful domestic season as they crashed to a 
2-0 defeat to Rennes just three days before they face 
Portuguese champions Boavista in the second phase of the 
Champions League. 

Former Nantes player Olivier Monterrubio rubbed salt 
into their wounds by scoring the first from a S1st-minute 
penalty after Anthony Reveillere was fouled by Olivier 
Quint. Reveillere struck the second with a superb shot from 


Auxerre’s Djibril Cisse (left) outruns Lille’s 
Stephane Pichot. 


20 yards to leave Nantes a point adrift of Sedan at the bot- 
tom of the table. 

Lyon, the team with the biggest budget in the division, 
brushed aside Lorient with first-half goals from Bric 
Carriere, Brazilian Sonny Anderson and Sidney Govou, 
Paris St Germain are stuck in a frustrating rut of form, 
underlined by a mediocre 1-1 draw against Guingamp at the 
Pare des Princes. 

Hugo Leal’s 58th minute opener for PSG was cancelled 
‘out by Hakim Saci two minutes from time. 

Bordeaux are one place above PSG in seventh after slip- 
ping to their first home defeat of the season, losing 3-2 to 
‘Troyes. Pauleta and Christian struck for Bordeaux but two 
goals from Nicolas Gousee and one from veteran Patrice 
Loko gave the visitors‘a deserved victory. Sochaux notched 
up the 700th victory in the club’s history by beating Metz 
2-0 in an eastern French derby. On Friday, ailing giants 
Monaco and Marseille remained dangerously close to the 
relegation spots after drawing 1-1 in a mediocre encounter, 


ayern Munich slumped to defeat at Werder 
Bremen on Saturday and lost their place at 
the top of the German League in the process. 
Ukrainian defender Victor Skripnik converted a 41st 
minute penalty to secure all three points in a match 
where six players were booked and which ruined the 
retum to action after a three month injury lay-off of 
skipper Stefan Effenberg. Unbeaten Bayer Leverkusen 
took over at the top with a 2-1 win at Cologne. 
Marcus Kurth gave the home side the lead in the 
58th minute, but Leverkusen hit back through Ulf 
Kirsten (63 minutes) and Oliver Neuville (72 minutes) 


to secure their first win at their hosts for fifteen years, 


Former leaders Kaiserslautern also had 10 come 
back from a goal down to take third spot against strug- 
sling St Pauli to win 5-1. 

Bayern Munich, the defending champions and 
Champions league winners last season, were looking 
for a morale-boostimg win ahead of their European 
clash with Manchester United in midweek. 

‘The only goal of the game came when French inter- 
national Bixente Lizarazu fouled Torsten Frings allow- 
ing Skripnik to tuck away the penalty. 

The defeat also ruined Bayern’s chance to equal 
Borussia Monchengladbach’s 1987 record of ten wins 
in a ow. Leverkusen coach Klaus Toppmoller was full 
of praise for his youngsters who had carried along the 
‘weary internationals such as Newville, who had helped 
Germany to qualify for next year’s World Cup by 
thrashing Ukraine. Despite Kurth’s opener for 
‘Cologne, the match turned in Leverkusen’s favour with 
the sending off of defender Jens Keller (52). 

‘The 35-year-old Kirsten equalised four minutes later 
with Newville adding the winner to put his team in 
good heart ahead of their Champions League clash 
against Juventus in Turion Wednesday. 

Dortmund won 3-1 at 1860 Munich to record their 
sixth away win of the season - a win achieved despite 
the absence of the injured Tomas Rosicky and sus- 
pended Evanilson and Lars Ricken. Brazilian 
Ewerthon opened the scoring for Dortmund pouncing 
‘on an error from defender Torben Hoffmann in the 6st 
minute while Czech international Jan Koller added the 
second in the 7Oth with a header. 


Werder Bremen’s goal scorer Viktor 


Skripnik (left) tries to stop Bayern 
Munich's Hasan Salihamidzic. 
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Denizlispor 0 Bursaspor 0, Fenérbahce 2 
Genclerbirligi 0, Kocaelispor 2 Istanbulspor 0, 
Malatyaspor 3 Goztepe 1, Ankaragucu 1 
Gaziantepspor 1, Galatasaray 5 Diyarbakirspor 1, 
Rizespor 1 Trabzonspor 1, Yozgatspor 2 
Samsunspor 0, Antalyaspor 1 Besiktas 4, 


Yozgatspor 
Genclerbirligi 
Rizespor 
Diyarbakirspor 
Malatyaspor 


SCUUNLENDNUYUENLY-EnD 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Pomorac 4 TSK 0, Sibenik 2 Zadar 0, Kamen 
Ingrad 1 Zagreb 0, Slaven Belupo 3 Hajduk 1, 
Cibalia 1 Osijek 0, Hrv.Dragovoljac 3 Rijeka 0, 
Cakovec 1 Varteks 1, Dinamo 3 Marsonia 1. 


Zagreb 
Varteks 
Hajduk 

Rijeka ow 
Dinamo 
Slaven Belupo 
rv, Dragovoljac 
Zadar 
Marsonia 
Pomorac 
Osijek 
Cakovec 
Kamen Ingrad 
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J-LEAGUE 


Kashima 4 Tokyo V. 0, Yokohama 2 Osaka G. 1, 
Iwata 1 Hiroshima 0, Nagoya 5 Ichihara 1, Osaka 
C. 2 Urawa 1, Fukuoka 2 Shimizu 3, Kashiwa 1 
Sapporo 0, FC Tokyo 1 Kobe 1. 


Kashima 
Iwata 
Ichihara 
Nagoya 
Kashiwa 
Hiroshima 
Shimizu 
FC Tokyo 
Yokohama 
Tokyo V. 
Osaka G. 
Sapporo 
Kobe 
Fukuoka 
Urawa 
Osaka C. (rel.) 
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PURO RRU DU OEIAIA 


F 
35 
Bh 
23 
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BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 

| OLYMPIC SHARKS 

| MARCONI STALLIONS 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 

| ADELAIDE CITY 

| KINGZ FC 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 

| SOUTH MELBOURNE 

i SYDNEY UNITED 


| PERTH GLORY 


os 
nN 


bls |S |S | |) 


jo |y|N|[O|o 


} 

| 

| 
EEECCEEEkE 


{ 


alot) || Jel-]1 
Oho od a 


on foo Jor }o |e | & |] Jo [NO 
alolo|=|m + loje|—|=|+|+|o 
to Joo foo | Jo |r |r J | |] 1 [+ 19 
p |po Joo |B [oo | [co J [9 |B [9 ]09 
po |= [eo Joo [ro [ro | fy [| Jo JO Je JO) I 


of-jo}j-|-|o|N 


 geurgae sare ORS EE —— 


UNITED 
(Griffiths 35, Masi 48) 


(Foster 13) 


Venue: Ballymore. Crowd: 4,981, Referee: S. Micallef 
Cautions: Strikers; McQuilter 45, Alagich, 49, Trajanovski 71, 
McLaren 89) 


Teams: BRISBANE STRIKERS: Kearton, Alagich, Stefanutto, 
McKain (Heath 72), McLaren, McQuilter, Grierson (Pilic 63), Rech, 
Foster, Trajanovski, Carbone (Drake 67). 

NEWCASTLE UNITED: Beltrame, Roberts, Zoricich, Bingley, 
Wilson (Prentice 84), Griffiths, Baillie, Blagojevic, Schirripa (Dodd 
69), Masi, Middleby. 


2 
(Kisnorbo 23, Bacak 40) 


PARRAMATTA POWER 0 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. Crowd: 4,625. Referee: P. Mur. 
Cautions: Liparoti (SM) 82 


Teams: SOUTH MELBOURNE: Petkovic, losifidis, Durakovic, 
Liparoti, Panopoulos, Buljan, Bacak (Manceski 77), Sekulovski, 
Tolios, Murdocca (Bell 81), Kisnorbo. 

PARRAMATTA POWER: Pogliacomi, Orlic, Tobin, O'Sullivan, 
Thompson (Langdon 46), ‘Arambasic, Lapsansky, Buonavoglia, 
Elrich, Vrkic (Barrett 46), Eagleton (Fitzsimmons 74). 


(Mori 67, Despotouski 91+) 


KNIGHTS 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 13,355. Referee: B. Hugo 
Cautions: Piorkowski (MK) 6, Edgar (PG) 24, Rajher (MK) 60, 
Porter (MK) 90, R.Vargas (MK) 93+. 


Teams: PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Horsley, Harnwell, Deans, 
Miller, Maloney (Faria 93), Despotovski, Garcia, Edgar, Mori 
(Edwards 88), Pryce. 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: John, Rajher, Vargas, Ognenovski, 
Marth, Vasilevski, Porter, Da Costa, Sulemani (Tricarico 83), 
Piorkowski, Vargas. * 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


(Huxley 65) 
SYDNEY UNITED 0 


Venue: WIN Stadium. Crowd: 3,291. Referee: A. Nardi. 
Cautions: B Blake (WW) 39, A Deur (SU) 45+, D Mennillo (WW) 
60, M Santalab (SU) 69, V Srbinovski (WW) 89, P Bilokapic (SU) 90 


Teams: WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Anastasiadis, Ceccoli,- 
Stanton, Cervinski, Reid (Srbinovski 84), Young, Anthopoulos, 
Huxley, Blake, Perinich (Babic 68), Mennillo. 

SYDNEY UNITED: Karoubas, Santalab, Savoca, Arrarte (Kopic 
81), Cunico, Marusic, Milicic, Deur (Talevski 75), Menapi (Santalab 
64), Bilokapic, Zelic. 


MARCONI STALLIONS 


(Bell 78, Hutchinson 83) 


2 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 4,763. Referee: G. Connolly. 
Cautions: A Cervinski (NS) 52, M Cartwright (NS) 60 


Teams: MARCONI STALLIONS: Turnbull, Beauchamp, 
Costanzo, Longo, Renaud, Gulessarian (Radulovie 80), Maisano, 
Tome, Webb, Brownlie (Last 58), Afkos (Bozinovski 75). 
NORTHERN SPIRIT: Henderson, Watts, Spencer, Trajkovski, 
McDermott, Foster, Cervinski (Griffiths 61), Cardozo, Hutchinson, 
Cartwright, Enes (Bell 75). 


OLYMPIC SHARKS 


1 
(Harris 49) 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 0 


Venue: Toyota Park. Crowd: 3,535. Referee: Peter Green. 
Cautions: M Kemp (ACF) 85’, I Fyfe (ACF) 92° 


eAaLiMmn R 
JUN S 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 23 


ide Ci Brisbane Stri 
Teams: OLYMPIC SHARKS: Bolton, Kohler, Wilson, Pondeliak Adelaide City vs _Brishane Strikers 
Halpin 74), North, Harris (Owens 74), Carle, Cawley, Packer Helbourne Hoighte.vs Kine be 
é 3 ; ‘ Northern Spirit vs Perth Glory 


Durante, Spiteri. 

ADELAIDE CITY: Cagalj, Kemp, Fyfe, Kovacevic, Cestic, Pantelis 
(Campbell 68), Vidmar, Moreira, Tunbridge, Karlovic (Brain 63), 
Lewandowski. 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24 
Olympic Sharks —_vs-Wollongong Wolves 
Parramatta Power vs Marconi Stallions 


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 25 


South Melbourne vs Newcastle United 
Sydney United v bye 


